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Iraq seeks U.S. explanation 

BAGHDAD <R) — The Iraqi Foreign Ministry *ntrn*^**J the U.S. charge 
d T afflm to explain a recent tUght by a US. AWACS plane to Turkish 
rirepsee near the Iraqi border, the Iraqi News Agency (IN A) reU 
miRfay. It said Under -Secretary Ntan- Hamdwm the U-S. 

Whose same was sot gfren, to gb* the reas on s h»hh«H the p re s e n ce 
* te plane — a flying radar station and command post — to the ana 
earfler this month. INA did not say when the took p i wr . LLS. 

qaba ssy officials were not available far comment. INA sud the AWACS 
(airborne warning and control system) plane flew far seven boon In 
Itorkish airspace dose to the Iraqi border In the fast such flight to the area. 
Iraqi- American relations deterlortcd when Britain and the United States 
cooperated bat month to fofl what trffldab to London charged was a 
Baghdad-bound shipment of 40 (LS.-made unclear trtggen from London’s 
Heathrow airport. Iraq said the ao-caflcd triggm were electrical capacitors 
used for many fadnstrbl, sdentlCk and engineering purposes such as laser 
r esear ch. 
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' U.S. tanks due 
In Egypt today 

>A,- 

. * •?’ CAIRO (AP) — The first batch 
5 -i of 700 U.S.-made M60A1 tanks 
' ■* will arrive in the Mediterranean 
part of Alexandria Sunday, the 
Middle East News Agency 
(MENA) reported Saturday. 
. „ Quoting Defence Ministry 
sources, the agency said the tanks 
' were a gift from the U.S. govem- 
~ ment to Egypt and were not part 
' '■ of the $1.3 billion in military aid 
which Cairo gets from Washing- 
” ten annually. The sources did not 
' ■- say how many would be arriving 
. Sunday, but said the tanks would 
enhance the ability of the Egyp- 
tian armed forces. MENA said 
: die ftnifcs were shipped in from 
■ Europe. 

Kuwaitis to be tried 
V for anti-regime plot 


KUWAIT (R) — Four Kuwaitis 
accused of plotting to overthrow 
? die government and possessing 
explosives will go on trial May 12, 
. the Kuwait News Agency re- 
ported Saturday. It said Sayyed 
M ohamm ad Baqir A1 Musawi, 
Faisal Abdul Hacfi A 1 Mahmeed, 
Walid Mazidi and Abdul Hamid 
Abdnl-Karim A1 Safer were also 
charged with belonging to banned 
groups and attempting to attack 
the headquarters of Kuwait Air- 
ways. Mohammad AI Banai. 
head of Kuwait's state security 
cant, said the four had also 
planned to kilt public figures, a 
chaise carrying the death penalty 
or fife imprisonment. The agency 
gjge no farther details. 

Mandela returns 
to birthplace 


• UMTATA, South Africa (R) — 
South African black leader Nel- 

... son Mandela returned to his trib- 
al homeland Saturday and don- 
: - ned the symbols of the chief- 

• tainship which he gave up in his 
youth to launch a political career. 

- "It is great to be back in the place 

where I was born after so many 
, years,’ he said when he arrived in 
the nominally independent 
Transkei tribal homeland. Man- 
dela, 71, was met by General 
Bantu Holomisa, military ruler of 
fee homeland regarded by Pre- 
toria as an independent state but 
not recognised by any other gov- 
ernment. Elders of Mandela’s 
Xbosa tribe draped an antelope 
skin over his shoulders and put a 
"knobkerrie” (wooden club) and 
a steel-tipped “assegai” (spear) in 
his hands as symbols of cbief- 
. tainsiup. Mandela was bora a 
_ hereditary chief of the Royal 
Tembn dan, but gave up his title 
SO years ago to study law and 
begin his political career. 


Tunisian hoteliers 
loin push against 
Islamic movement 

- . TUNIS (R) — Tunisia’s hotel 

t owners have joined a campaign 
against the country's Islamic 

- movement, saying its policies 
■ ■ would do grave damage to the 

TaaisUn economy. The Tunisian 
Federation of Hoteliers was 

- 7 reaactintg to a suggestion by Adi 

Laaridh, spokesman of the Isla- 

- SBcNabdha (Renaissance) move- 
meat, that Tunisia should dose 

. '-bends gradually while investing in 

- .'-Agriculture and industry. “The 

effect of the Nahdha’s plan would 
■ . be to amputate one of the poun- 

- by’s most active arms. The argu- 
JMot that tourism is vulnerable is 

. . on outdated delusion,” said the 
Saiement, carried Saturday by 
fee official news agency TAP. 
Totnfem survived the bombing 
■tf hotels by fundamentalists as 
wefl as the Israeli bombs on 
..< Hamm am Chatt,” it added. 
“S ■ ftsdve British and Italian tour- 
i were injured by bombs at 

at Tuniaan beach Tesorts 

- a August 1987. Israeli planes 
bombed the headquarters of the 

\ Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
few at Hamm am Chatt in Octo- 
. -ber 1985. 

> Cameroun frees 
' v .. coup plotters 


YAOUNDE (R) — Cameroun 
. ' Saturday said it was freeing pris- 
oners implicated in a 1984 coup 

'. attempt which almost succeeded 

.B overthrowing President Paul 
. ®y*. A communique said Biya 

had . decided to “free ail those 
s Canro mnians who were impb - 
coed in the sad events of April 6 , 
. B 8 *." n was not known how 

‘ ~. “ many of the coup plotters re- 
" a - Burned in prison. Forty-sht were 
' Attested shortly after their con- 

-> victims. 


King returns 
from S. Arabia 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein returned home 
from Saudi Arabia Saturday after 
performing the minor pilgrimage 
of Omra and holding talks on 
Arab issues and prospects for a 
special Arab League summit with 
King Fahd. 

An official quoted by Reuters 
said the two mouarchs also dis- 
cussed regional and international 
developments and possibilities of 
financial assistance to Jordan. 

Jordan and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) are 
lobbying for an Arab summi t to 
offset the influx of Soviet Jews to 
Israel. 

While in Saudi Arabia, King 
Hussein performed the Omra pil- 
grimage to the holy places of 
Mecca and Medina. 

In a warmly-worded cable he 
sent to King Fahd on his return to 


Jordan King Hussein thanked the 
Saudi monairch for his hospitality 
and concern for Jordan’s well 
being. 

“I was grateful for my meeting 
with yon to discuss affairs of 
mutual concern and I was over- 
whelmed by your keen concern 
over Jordan’s affairs and its fu- 
ture, and your country’s con- 
tinued support and help to the 
Kingdom,” the King said in his 
cable. 

King Hussein was accompanied 
on the visit by Prince Faisal Ben 
AI Hussein, several princes, 
Prime Minister Mndar Badran, 
Royal Court Chief Sharif Zdd 
Ben Shaker, the King’s Political 
Advisor Adnan Abu Odeh, De- 
puty Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Marwan AI Qasem and 
senior military and civil officials. 



His Majesty King Hussein, accompanied by royal Court officials, Friday performs the minor p3grim- 
famOy members and senior government and Royal age of Omra (Petra photo) 


Report warns of depletion, pollution of water 

for irrigation are aspects of the 


AMMAN (Petra) — A report 
prepared by the Higher Steer- 
ing Committee working on a 
national environment strategy 
reveals that the Kingdom’s 
meagre water resources are 
either excessively used up, ex- 
posed to contamination or lost 
through evaporation. 

Allowing treated waste wa- 
ter from Khir bet AI Samra 
treatment plant to flow into the 
Zarqa River and excessive 
pumping of drinking water 
from artesian wells in the Zar- 
qa River basin have weakened 
underground water resources 
in die region, die report said. 
“In addition, the bad quality of 
water in the King Talal Dam, 
and the presence of open can- 
als, like the East Gbor canal, 
exposed to various pollutants, 
and passing near residential 
areas in the Jordan Valley as 
well as the shortage of water 


present unhealthy water situa- 
tion in the Kingdom,” said the 
report. 

The report said Jordan re- 
ceives 6,895 million cubic 
metres of rain water annually, 
bat nearly two thirds of this 
amount is being lost through 
evaporation. It said the coun- 
try’s 15 water basins are esti- 
mated to have a total of 755 
million cubic metres of water 
in under groun d storage. 

_Tbe report sets forth several 

proposals designed to protect 
water resources and calls for 
public awareness to ensure this 
objective. It calls on the con- 
cerned authorities to monitor 
the quality of treated and 
saline water before allowing it 
to be used for irrigation, and to 
make full studies before setting 
up waste water treatment 
plants. 


Furthermore, the report 
urges the concerned author- 
ities to carefully study sites 
which are to be allowed to 
serve as garbage dumps lest the 
dumped garbage would con- 
taminate water resources. 
“There should be less pumping 
of artesian water and an im- 
proved method of irrigation, 
ensuring no loss of water 
through evaporation,” the re- 
port said. 

The report also calls public 
attention to the fact that pas- 
tures and soil in Jordan are 
being exposed to damage 
through improper practices. It 
said the present areas of fore- 
sted land were barely equal to 
one quarter of those that ex- 
isted in Jordan 100 years ago, 
but noted that the Afforestation 
Department had succeeded in 
expanding the forest areas to 
736,000 dunums through con- 


sistent planting of trees in va- 
rious regions. 

Much of the nearly 30,000 
dunums of forested area is lost 

annuall y, mainl y through fires, 
grazing of animals and pollu- 
tion, the report said. 

The report also said that the 
lack of a proper and effective 
agricultural policy in Jor- 
dan had caused the deteriora- 
tion of pastures needed for 
grazing and for building in 
livestock wealth. 

The report? said fertilisers 
and waste plastic products 
were harmfing the soil and the 
improper use of land shrank 
the arable lands. 

According to Minister of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs 
and the Environment Abdul 
Karim AI Dughmi. the Higher 
Steering Committee completed 
its work last November and the 


general report about the en- 
vironment was compiled from 
different reports by several 
sub-committees. 

“The national strategy on 
environment, which is still to 
be endorsed, should cover all 
aspects related to air, soil and 
land poUutioQ,” Dughmi said. 

The International Union for 
die Conservation of Nature 
and Natural Resources 
(IUCN) has agreed to provide 
Jordan with specialists and ex- 
pertise to help it work out the 
national strategy for protecting 
the environment. 

Furthermore, the U.S. 
Agency for International De- 
velopment (USAID) has 
pledged to provide $383,000 as 
grant, while the treasury prom- 
ised JD 68.500 to finance the 
project. 


19 wounded in Gaza and West Bank 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops shot 
and wounded 13 Palestinians in 
the occupied Gaza Strip Saturday 
while police used tear-gas to dis- 
perse demonstrators against a 
Jewish settlement in Jerusalem's 
Old City. 

Seven of the wounded were 
from Khan Younis town where 
dashes spread after an Israeli 
patrol surprised masked youths 
trying to attack an alleged Arab 
counterfeiter, Palestinian sources 
quoted by Reuters said. 

Troops fired tear-gas into the 
town’s central mosque and a cur- 
few was imposed on Khan Younis 
for the third coasecutive day, the 1 
sources said. 

Among the injured was an 82- 
year-old woman shot in the head 
with a metal ball in Gaza City and 
a 12 -year-old boy critically in- 
jured when soldiers fired live 
ammunition in Khan -Younis, 
hospital officials said. 

In the West Bank soldiers and 
stone-throwing Palestinian de- 
monstrators dashed in the city of 
Nablus and in Balatta and ‘Ain 
Beit FI*"-* refugee camps, Palesti- 
nian sources said. Six Palestinians 
were wounded by rubber bullets, 
they said. 

Eyewitnesses in the Old City 
tourists visiting die Church 
of the Holy Sepnlchre were 
affected by tear-gas when police 
dispersed a inarch by Palestinians 
against Jewish settlers. 

Ten days ago 150 Jews took np 
residence in St John's Hospice 


near the church, Christianity’s 
holiest shrine, in the ancient wal- 
led dty. 

It was the first time Jews had 
moved into the Christian quarter 
of the dty since Israel occupied 
Arab Jerusalem in 1967. 

The Jews said they leased the 
Greek Orthodox Church-owned 
complex from the original lease- 
holder, Armenian Martyros 
Matossian, with donations from 
private individuals. 

An Israeli court ruled the site 
belonged to the church but the 
supreme court allowed the set- 
tlers to remain in the building 
until their appeal is ruled upon. 

Israeli troops detained four 
Arab journalists covering clashes 
between Israeli forces and 
Palestinians in a refugee camp in 
the Gaza Strip Friday, Palestinian 
sources said. 

The journalists — two of them 
identified as Sakber Abu Aloun, 
26, of the U.S. television network 
NBC, and Kassem AI Kaferma, 
32, a representative of the WTN 
International network — were 
stopped as they tried to leave 
Nuserait camp, the sources said. 

Aloun and Kafarma were re- 
leased after being interrogated 
for several hours but the other 
two were held by the army, the 
sources said. 

The army acknowledged that the 
journalists were stopped as they 
left the camp, but said that Aloun 
and Kafarma were released im- 
mediately after showing their 
journalistic credentials. 


The other two men who had no 
credentials were detained, an 
army spokesman said. 

In Tonis, the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) named 
the two journalists held as 
Ahmad AI Baghdadi and Ala AI 
Zahrawi and said the Israelis had 
taken them to Ansar 3 detention 
camp in the desert. 

Bassam Abu Sharif, adviser to 
FLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
said they both worked for Arab 
newspapers based in Jerusalem. 

Abu Sharif, speaking as vice- 
president of the Prague-based in- 
ternational organisation of jour- 
nalists, described the detentions 
as a grave violation of press free- 
dom and said he was launching an 
international campaign for their 
release. 

“We need all the help we can 
get. They’ve been taken to 
Ansar, 3, which is a truly horrible 
place,” he said. 

The Israelis had confiscated 
film and professional equipment 
from Baghdadi and Zahrawi, he 
added. 

In another development, upris- 
ing leaders in the West Bank’s 
largest town Saturday cancelled 
general strike orders issued by 
the rebellion's highest authority 
in the occupied lands, reports 
said. 

The orders for a two-day 
general strike Sunday and Mon* 
day were contained in the latest 
leaflet distributed this week by 
the Unified National Leadership 
of the Uprising. 


But the activists in Nablus, in a 
surprisin g move, issued their own 
leaflet Saturday, cancelling the 
strike because of “special condi- 
tions” in the dty of 120 , 000 , a 
Palestinian journalist said. 

He said it was the first time that 


Nablus leaders cancel strike 
orders issued by the UNLU. 

Reports said the leaflet argued 
that the Israeli army may curfew 
die dty in response to a general 

(Continued on page 3) 


PLO formally calls for 
summit on uprising 


BAGHDAD (R) — The Palesti- 
nine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) has formally asked the 
Arab League to call an emergen- 
cy summit to discuss the Palesti- 
nian uprising and what it de- 
scribed as a Western campaign 
against Iraq. 

Azzam AI Ahmad, PLO 
ambassador to Iraq, fold Reuters 
Saturday that the organisation 
asked the league secretariat- 
general in Tunis Friday to con- 
vene a summit in Baghdad. 

Ahmad said that as well as the 
uprising and Iraq, the meeting 
would (fiscuss poetical moves by 
the PLO towards peace in the 
Middle East. 

The RIO and Arab states have 
also said they want to discuss an 
influx of Soviet Jews to Israel, 
fearing many will settle in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

After meeting in Baghdad Fri- 
day, the PLO Executive Commit- 
tee said it backed Iraq in its 


dispute with the United States 
and Britain. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
seeking support for the proposed 
summit, held talks with Algerian 
President Chadii Benjedid Satur- 
day, the Algerian News Agency 
APS. said. 

APS said Arafat's talks with 
Benjedid covered recent Arab 
developments and ways to streng- 
then the uprising and “confront 
threats against the Arab Nation.” 

Arafat told reporters after the 
meeting that Benjedid had 
agreed in principle that an Arab 
summit should be held. Arafat 
said the summit should take place 
as soon as possible to confront 
what he said were escalating 
Israeli attacks on the Palestinian 
people. 

The talks with Benjedid also 
covered the Immigration of 
Soviet Jews to Israel which Ara- 
fat termed a danger for Arabs 
and Islam, APS reported. 


Turkey, Greece hold pipes in Iraqi ‘gun’ furore 


ish companies involved in an up- 
roar over suspected barrels for a 


The paper said officials had 
seized parts of a barrel able to 
launch missiles and chemical 


spokesman repeated Baghdad's 
denial that steel cylinders seized 
by British customs last week were 


In the United States, Republi- 
can Senator Alfonse D’Amato 


ANKARA (Agencies) — Tur- 
kish officials are ex amin i n g a 
truckload of steel pipe and sus- 
pects the tubes could be used by 
Iraq to build a missile-lannching 
cannon, Foreign Ministry sources 
said Saturday.* 

“There is such a truck. It has 
been seized and it is now being 
investigated,” one source fold 
Reuters, .... 

‘There are areolar pipes in it. 
It is not yet known whether they 
are missiles barrels lin ked with 
Iraq but they give that impress- 
ion,” the source added- 

Walter Somers, one of the Brit- 


giant “doomsday gnn,” reported 
Friday that pipes it had manufac- 
tured for Iraq were being de- 
tained on their way through 
Greece and Turkey. 

Greece said Friday it had im- 
pounded in the port of Patras 
truck carrying part of a “weapons 
system” bound for Iraq.' 

Hie Turkish sources did pot 
say where the truck was im- 
pounded but die mass-circulation 
daily Huniyeksaid it was held by 
officials at Kapiknle on the 
Bulgarian frontier. 


weapons. 

Kapuktde is a main entry point 
to Turkey for trucks going to 
Iraq, Iran, Syria and some other 
Middle Eastern countries. 

The British truck driver, 
arrested in Greece with 29.5 ton- 
nes of Iraqi-bound metal tubing, 
was formally charged Saturday. 

A magistrates court Patras 
charged Paul Ashwell, 26, with 
•Degai transport of weapons. IBs 
track was impounded Thursday. 

An Iraqi Foreign Ministry 


parts for a huge gnn. 

“This British allegation, similar 
to previous allegations, is unture, 
unreal and no one can believe it,” 
said the spokesman, quoted by 
the Iraqi News Agency INA Fri- 
day. 

Hinting that the row could lead 
to a trade war with die Arabs, be 
added: "This British behaviour 
will certainly be taken into con- 
sideration by the countries of the 
region in their future trade rela- 
tions with Britain.” 


introduced a bill calling for eco- 
nomic sanctions against Iraq un- 
less it agreed to international 
inspection of suspected nuclear, 
chemical and biological weapons 
plants. 

President Saddam Hussein has 
denied that Iraq is trying to de- 
velop nuclear or biological 
weapons. 

The Iraqi spokesman said Iraq 
possessed advanced long-range 
missiles and so did not need a 
huge camion. 


Panel on national 
charter names officials 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Writer 

AMMAN — The 60- member 
Royal Commission entrusted 
with drafting a national charter 
to guide the democratisation 
process in Jordan held its first 
meeting Saturday under the 
chairmanship of Ahmad 
Obeidat and elected officials. 

In a session mostly devoted 
to procedural issues, the com- 
mission named Suleiman Hadi- 
di, a nationalist lawyer, and 
Ishaq AI Faihan, a member of 
the Upper House of Parlia- 
ment and the Muslim Brother- 
hood. as the first and second 
assistants to Chairman 
Obeidat, a former prime minis- 
ter. 

Serving member of the Low- 
er House and former Foreign 
Minister Taher AI Masri was 
named rapporteur. 

A legal committee compris- 
ing Ibrahim Bakr, Taher Hik- 
mat, and Mohammad Fares 
Tarawa eh was set up to work 
out statutes for the commis- 
sion, and it was decided that 
the commission will hold its 
second meeting May 5. 

Three members who were 
absent from Tuesday's meeting 
since they were abroad: Adnan 
Abu Odeh, Dr. Abdullah En- 
sonr and Yousef AI Athem. 

Die discussions also covered 
such questions as a premises 
for tile commission’s perma- 
nent office and general secre- 
tariat and sub-committees 
which will be formed later. 

Addressing the commission, 
which was named by His 
Majesty King Hussein April 9. 
Obeidat reaffirmed the panel’s 
determination to safeguard 
national interests through the 
proposed charter. 

“We believe that we should 
arrive at a sound and balanced 
formula for a charter accept- 
able to the various sectors of 
die Jordanian society, away 
from negativism and rigidity, 
within a framework of com- 
mon agreement that would 
avoid differences which will 
lead to failure,” said Obeidat, 
a member of thus Upper House 
of Parliament. 

The commission, be said, “is 


determined to steer safely the 
Jordanian people’s orienta- 
tions at all levels in a manner 
that can ensure popular parti- 
cipation in decision-making 
and safeguard and promote 
confidence within frameworks 
that can enhance the spirit of 
democracy and bolster the con- 
cept of the country's Constitu- 
tion.” 

The democratisation process 
in Jordan has drawn various 
reactions at the national and 
external levels and led to the 
idea of the national charter, 
Obeidat said. Views over the 
charter and its terms of refer- 
ence and its relation to the 
Constitution have been at the 
centre of public discussion late- 
ly. but this is a natural and 
expected development,” he 
said. 

“Today we are at the 
threshold of a stage which we 
hope will complement the 
democratic process, but one 
has to bear in mind that the 
national charter can by no 
means serve as a substitute for 
the Constitution,” Obeidat 
said. “The charter should be 
regarded as a general 
framework which can offer 
new concepts and ideas that 
can help the affairs of the state 
in a sound manner," he added. 

He said that the charter was 
expected to crystallise standing 
policies for Jordan’s domestic 
and external affairs and set the 
stage for action “enabling the 
course of democracy to move 
ahead and provide protection 
for the country’s national and 
pan-Arab security in a ba- 
lanced manner.” 

. The charter, he said, will 
open the door for various 
changes and developments for 
the better, and pave the 
ground for absorbing new 
ideas for modernisation and 
construction and will not serve 
as compromise settlement to 
the accumulated issues. 

“The charter is a new and 
serious idea characterised with 
national commitment, provid- 
ing a basis for a balance of 
duties and responsibilities and 
a guarantee for future develop- 
ment in Jordan,” he said. 


Lithuania under 


total blockade 


VILNIUS. Soviet Union (Agen- 
cies) — A senior Lithuanian offi- 
cial accused the Kremlin Satur- 
day of launching a total economic 
blockade of the Baltic republic to 
force it to scrap its declaration of 
independence. 

“I believe the blockade has 
started. A total blockade, abso- 
lutely," Deputy Prime Minister 
RomuaJdas Ozalas told reporters. 

Ozalas, speaking after a crisis 
meeting with representatives of 
100 Lithuanian enterprises, also 
accused Moscow of blocking 
financial transactions involving 
the republic's industry. 

He said a message would be 
sent to Soviet Prime Minister 
Nikolai Ryzhkov warning him 
that many Lithuanian factories 
would be unable to continue ful- 
filling contracts with Soviet part- 
ners because of shortages of 
money and supplies. 

Ozalas also repeated a plea for 
help to the United States and 
Western Europe. 

“If there is no support from the 
West, there will be nothing,” he 
said. “If we do not get alternative 
supplies, we can say that our 
straggle is without hope.” 

Lithuania has shut down most 
of its factories Saturday to con- 
serve fuel and raw materials in 
the face of the Kremlin embargo. 

“The majority (of factories) 
are not working,” said Ozolas, 
when asked about Saturday’s 
work schedules in the republic. 
Under normal circumstances, 
Saturday is an average work day. 

“We decided not to waste our 
strength while it is not neces- 
sary,” Ozolas said in an inter- 
view. 

Ozolas also said the neighbour- 
ing Baltic republic of Estonia was 
offering some aid and an agree- 
ment probably would be reached 
late In the day. 

Moscow has cut off afi oil and 


most of Lithuania's natural gas 
supply. 

Traffic on the streets of Vilnius 
was light Saturday as motorists 
grappled with a rationing plan 
that limits them to 30 litres of 
gasoline a month. 

Lithuanian President Vytautas 
Landsbergis told an opening ses- 
sion of a congress of the pro- 
independence movement Sajudis, 
“the threat we are facing is very 
great.” 

He said Lithuania, which was 
forcibly annexed to the Soviet 
Union in 1940, was searching for 
a compromise with Moscow, but 
there were no proposals on the 
table. 

Asked about reports thar Mos- 
cow was offering to negotiate if 
Lithuania delayed independence 
for two years, Landsbergis said: 
“We haven't received any kind of 
proposal.” 

“We haven't debated this,” he 
said. But, without going into de- 
tail, Landsbergis said some com- 
promise ideas have been raised in 
contacts with the Kremlin 
through middlemen. He would 
not give details. 

The European Community 
(EC) Saturday called on Moscow 
to lift its blodcade of Lithuania 
and denounced the action against 
the republic as coercive. 

The foreign ministers of the 
12 -nation community meeting in 
Dublin urged immediate talks to 
end the crisis. But they ignored a 
demand by the republic for full 
recognition and made no move to 
take action against Moscow. 

"They (the community na- 
tions) believe that measures of a 
coercive nature can make no con- 
tribution to the search for a solu- 
tion through dialogue,” the fore- 
ign ministers of foe 12 -member 
community said in a joint declara- 
tion issued during the meeting. 
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Efforts boosted for American 
hostage release in Lebanon 


Tunisian politician leaves 
country after detention 


umnLE EAST MEWS Hi 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — An influential Tehran news- 
paper Saturday urged freedom for all hostages in the 
Middle East as efforts were stepped up to achieve the 
promised release of an American kidnap victim in 
Lebanon. 


The pro-Iranian Islamic Jihad 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
(ULP) said Thursday it would 
release within 48 hours one of 
three American academics it 
bolds. 

But it then suspended its 
pledge, accusing Washington of 
not cooperating by refuting to 
send State Department Middle 
East expert John Kelly to Damas- 
cus as the group bad demanded. 

Meanwhile Israel, the closest 
U.S. ally in the Middle East, 
launched an overnight ground 
attack on pro-Iranian guerrillas in 
Lebanon, its fourth raid against 
radical guerrilla group® there 
since the first ULP announce- 
ment of a planned hostage re- 
lease. 

The Israeli army said six mem- 
bers of the Shi'ite Muslim Hizbol- 
lah were killed in the latest raid 
with no Israeli casualties. A Hizr- 
bollah spokesman confirmed the 


guerrilla deaths but said the 
Israelis suffered heavy casualties. 

The Tehran Times newspaper, 
which is dose to Iranian Presi- 
dent Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani, welcomed the ULP promise 
to free an American. 

It bolds Robert Polhiii, 55, 
Jesse Turner, 42, and AJann 
Steen, who will be 51 Sunday. All 
were professors at the U.S.- 
affiliated Beirut University Col- 
lege when abducted with a col- 
league, Indian Mithileshwar 
Singh, on Jan. 24, 1987. 

The ULP released Singh on 
Oct. 3, 1988. 

“It is very desirable that 
Lebanese Muslim groups take the 
first step in releasing their hos- 
tages. Let us further hope that 
the goodwill trend on both rides 
can continue until... all other 
hostages are released at the ear- 
liesti(opportunity).” the Tehran 
Times said. 


It urged the ULP to arrange 
the release of one of its captives 
with the U.S. Ambassador to 
Syria, Edward Djerijian, instead 
of Kelly, who returned to the 
United States from Europe Fri- 
day- 

Seventeen Westerners are cur- 
rently missing and believed held 
in Lebanon, although some have 
not been heard of since they were 
abducted. 

Mnstim groups have demanded 
tire release of some 400 Arabs 
held by Israel and Shi’ite prison- 
ers held in Kuwait after being 
convicted of bombing offences 
there. 

Lebanese Muslim leaders loyal 
to Iran and Syria have said the 
ULP captive would be freed very 
soon even if Kelly did not go to 
Damascus. 

Djerijian had talks in the Sy- 
rian Foreign Ministry Friday ami 
met Robert PoflnU’s wife Feiyal, 
who later said she was optimistic 
and urged Washington to make 
some concessions. 

“My appeal to Mr. Kelly is that 
if this would help resolve the 
hostage situation, then yes I 
•would like to see him come 


here,” she said. 

In a move that could be linked 
to tiie hostage issue, the spiritual 
leader of Hizbollah Sheikh 
Mohammad Hussein Fadlallah 
paid a quick visit to Damascus 
Thursday for talks with Syrian 
officials, Shi’ite sources in Beirut 
said. 

Hizbollah is thought to be an 
umbrella for the hostage-takers. 
It has repeatedly denied any links 
with kidnappings. 

A Western diplomat in Damas- 
cus said Syria was trying to 
arrange a deal in which Kefly 
would travel to Damascus after 
the hostage was released, but not 
before. 

If the release comes through, 
the freed man would be the first 
American set at liberty in three 
years. 

Meanwhile West German hos- 
tage Heinrich Stroebig turned 49 
in captivity Saturday. 

Struebig, a relief worker with 
the German organisation ASME- 
Hmnanitas, was kidnapped on 
May 16 last year near Sidon, in 
South Lebanon, along with a 
German colleague, Thomas 
Kemptner, 28. 


Denktash expected to win in North Cyprus election 


NICOSIA (R) — Veteran 
Ttnirish-Cypriot leader Rauf De- 
nktash is expected to win a com- 
fortable majority and backing for 
his hardline stance on Cyprus 
reunification talks in presidential 
elections in breakway Northern 
Cyprus Sunday. 

IBs train opponent, politician 
Ismail Bozkurt, 50, refuses to 
ooncede a walk-over, accusing 
Denktash of running a one-man 
show in negotiations with Cypriot 
President George Vassfliou, the 
Greek-Cypriot leader. 

But political analysts expect 
Denktash, a wily 66-year-old 
political survivor, to win around 


70 per cent of the ballots cast by 
just over 100,000 eligible voters 
from among the 160,000 Turkish 
Cypriots. 

He garnered the same percen- 
tage in 1985 in the first preaden- 
tial election in the' breakaway 
Turkish Republic of North Cyp- 
rus declared two years earlier and 
recognised only by Ankara. 

Polls open at 8 a.m. (0500 
GMT) and dose at 6 p.m. (1500 
GMT). 

If none of the three candidates 
gets more than 50 per cent of the 
vote, the two front-runners will 
compete a gain the following Sun- 
day. 


The third contender, Alpay 
Durduran of the extreme left 
New Cyprus Party, is not re- 
garded as a serious challenger to 
Denktash, a lawyer who has led 
the Turkish -Cypriot minority 
since Cyprus won independence 
from Britain in 1960. 

The ruling National Unity Par- 
ty in northern Cyprus has come 
under fire for alleged corruption 
and economic misman agement, 
and political analysts say it may 
lose its majority in parliamentary 
elections due on May 6. 

Denktash has distanced himself 
from the party and has cam- 
paigned vigorously through every 


village in Northern Cypnis for 
backing for las inco MB i BM pg 
pnaitinn in unity talks. 

The U.K.-sponsored negotia- 
tions broke down in New York in 
February over Denktash’s resist- 
ance on the right of self- 
determination by the Turkisb- 
Cypriots as a distinct people, and 
not just a minority sharing 
nationhood with 600,000 Greek 
Cypriots. 

Cypres has been divided since 
a 1974 Turkish invasion that fol- 
lowed a short-lived coup in Nico- 
sia *ntfn*** *A by the junta then 

r uling in AtfacOS- 


Israelis fear settlements 
could hurt immigration 


Soviet Jews meet PLO 
officials in Moscow 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli officials 
seeking foreign aid to absorb 
hundreds of thousands of Soviet 
Jews fear their efforts are being 
hurt by a burst of activity to 
establish new Jewish settlements 
in the occupied territories. 

“It can have an effect on how 
we are being perceived by Amer- 
ican Jewry and world Jewry," 
says an official for the Jewish 
Agency, which hopes to raise 
more than $600 million worl- 
dwide to assist the migration of 
Soviet Jews. 

- “We are concerned.” said the 
official, who asked not to be 
identified because the dispute is 
centred on the activities of acting 
Prune Minister Yitzhak Shamir's 
office. 

Sinha Dimtz, bead of the Jew- 
ish Agency which is responsible 
for moving Jews to Israel, has 
called a meeting next week with 
two directors of its settlement 
division representing Israel's two 
main political parlies. 

Dimtz was reported especially, 
concerned with plans announced 
this week to set up a new Jewish 
community, Alon. only a 
kilometre from the existing settle- 
ment of Kfar Adumim in the 
occupied West Bank. 

Construction has also begun on 
the new Jewish settlement of 
Dugit in the occupied Gaza Strip 
and leaders of the settler move- 
ment talk of plans fo rmore build- 
ing in both the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Critics said this week that 
Michael Dekel, hired by Shamir to 
advise on settlements after his 
coalition government collapsed 
five weeks ago, was corrdinating 
work on die new moves. 

Officials were also concerned 
by possible adverse publicity over 
150 Jewish settlers who have 


moved into the heart of Jeru- 
salem’s Old City Christian 
Quarter. 

The settlers have challenged 
court orders won by the Greek 
Orthodox Church to evict them 
from the two-storey St. John's 
Hospice, which they occupied 
during Christian festivities mark- 
ing Easter week. 

“Obviously any action which 
has a negative impact on the 
image of Israeli will surely in the 
longer ran have a cumulative 
effect on the fund-raising cam- 
paign," the Jewish Agency offi- 
cial told Renters. 

The Jewish Agency has set a 
target of raising $200 milli on a 
year for the next three years, with 
70 per cent coming U.S. Jews, to 
pay for moving and settling 
Soviet Jews. But officials say that 
total will be inadequate. 

Military censors ban the pub- 
lication of immigration figure 
but Absorption Minister Yitzhak 
Peretz said Wednesday that more 
Soviet Jews arrived in tiy; first 28 
days of April than in all of March. 


MOSCOW (R) — A Palestine 
Liberation Organisation delega- 
tion met a group of Soviet Jews in 
Moscow and expressed concern 
about Jewish migration from the 
Soviet Union, Soviet News Agen- 
cy TASS said. 

The Palestinian delegation at 
the meeting was led by PLO 
Executive Committee member 
Abu Mazin. 

The PLO representatives ex- 
pressed concern over the growing 
Jewish migration from the Soviet 
Union,” TASS quoted Tankred 
Gdenpokky, editor of Moscow's 
newspaper Jewish Culture 
Herald, as saying. 

But he added: “The processes 
of entrance and departure by 


Soviet people are directly linked 
with democratisation in our coun- 
try and the exercise of basic 
ti nman rights. . 

“We cannot dictate to people 
where they should go and where 
they should live.” 

The PLO has strongly attack- 
ed the settlement of Soviet Jews 
in the Israefi-occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, but Gotenpolsky 
said there were only 175 Conner 
Soviet c i t iz e n s in the occupied 
- territories. 

He said the meeting created 
hope that the Mkkfle East con- 
flict could be solved and be hoped 
contacts between the PLO and 
Soviet Jews would continue. 


TUNIS (R) — Police at Thais 
airport have released opposition 
potitidan Ahmad Ibn Saleh and 
allowed him to leave for Geneva 
via Rome, his taaotittm said 
Saturday. 

Ibn Saleh, a former minister of 
ec o no my and planning, missed 
Us direct plane to Geneva be- 
cause die police prevented him 
from embarking and held him for 
more (ban three horns Friday, 
they said. 

Ibn Saleh made his first public 
ap pe aran ce in Ihnisia for 20 
years Wednesay at a news confer- 
ence to announce a broad anti- 
go wnm ent front grouping his 
Popular Unity Mo v eme n t with 
the Movement of Sodafist Demo- 
crats and the Communist Party. 

He also met Sweetish Foreign 
Minister Sten Andersson during 
the minister’s nff™i visit to 
Tonis tins week. 

The g o vernm e n t has refused to 
recognise Ibn Saleh’s party, 
which is known by its French 
Acronym MUP, so be cannot 
legally engage in pditidal activi- 
ties. 

Array frees stadnts 

Meanwhile die Tunisian army 
has released some 300 Islamist 
students drafted into the force as 
2 pongfauent ing QD~ 

rest in February, a student 
spokesman S atur day. 

Abdul Wahab Hard, a member 
of die executive bureau of- the 
Tunisia n Gen eral Students’ Un- 
ion (UGTE), told Renters' the 
union expected the rest of the 460 
to 480 students to be free in time 
for next .week’s feast marking the 
end of the holy month of 
Ramadan. 

He said that President Zinc A1 
Abufine Ibn AB promised student 
union leader Abdul Latif Mekki 
at a m w riwg fegt Satur day that afl 
die s tu de n ts could resume their 
studies. 

The release indicates a marked 
improvement in relations be- 
tween the g o v ernment and the 
Islamist students movement. 

Relations detriorated in Febru- 
ary when students o ccupied uni- 
versity buddings and fought with 
police as part of a rampaign to 
remove police from c am pus es 
and block plans to move an Isla- 
mic Law Institute to new pre- 
mises. 

Atone stage officials said the 
government was thinking of dis- 
banding the onion. They accused 
Mekki of using student grie- 
vances to force foe gov ernm ent’s 
band in its draKnp with the 
Nahdha (Renaissance) Move- 
ment, an Islamic group seeking 
recognition as a political party. 
Islamists bring out 
weekly newspaper 

In a separate development 
Tunisia’s influential Islamic 
movement brought out a weekly 
n ew spaper Saturday after years 
of wranghng with the authorities 


over the movement's right to 
spread its ideas and take part in 
politics. 

The newspaper Al Fajr 
(Dawn), edited by Hamadl Jebafi 
of tiie Nahdha Movement lead- 
ership, hit the streets more than 
three months late because of 
problems finding a p rin ter. 

The 40,000 copies, less than 
half the number Jebali had 
wanted to print, ran out at mast 
n ewsst an ds within an hour of 
arriving. One newsvendor said he 
had sold 80 copies in half an boor. 

The go v er nm ent has twice re- 
fused to recognise the Nahdha 
Movement as a political party on 
the grounds that the law bans 
parties based on religion. 

Hie movement is probably the 
second political force in the coun- 
try after the rating Democratic 
Co nstituti onal Union. 

Its candidates, standing as in- 
dependents, won 13 . per cent of 
die popular vote in general elec- 
tions last April, about four times 
more than any other opposition 
group. 

In January die Interior Minis- 
try at last gave the movement 
permission to publish. Monsters 
Said the aim was to let the Islam- 
ists set out their ideas and die 
g over n m ent would theD judge if it 
was worthy of legal recognition. 

Jebafi toW Reuters Saturday he 
thought the first issue, a 24-page 
tabloid with an introductory mes- 
sage from exiled Islamist leader 
Hashed Ghannondri, would be a 
pleasant surprise for the 
apprehensive aut ho ri ti e s. 

Ibn Ali had personally inter- 
vened to persuade die p rin ter s , 
Dar Al Anwaar, to sgn a con- 
tract with Al Fajr, be said. The 
«TM»tmgi^g director of the p r inting 
co mpan y was not available to 
comment. 

Dar Al Anwaar and the other 

Ip Tgp printing m m panigK in Tnnk 

had originally declined to mkn on 
die job, mostly on the grounds 
that they had too much other 
work. 

In March Jebali and two other 
Nahdha leaders held a news con- 
ference to accuse die authorities 
of doing e v e rythin g posable to 
keep “Dawn” from seeing the 
tight of day. The au th oriti es de- 
nied they had put pressure on any 
(sinters. 

An article in Al Fajr said the 
breakthrough came after Jebali 
[proposed photocopying 
thousands of copies, which would 
have been technically illegaL 

Jebali said be was disappointed 
that the agreem en t with Dar Al 
Anwaar provided for a print ran 
of only 30,000 to 40,000, rather 
than the 100,000 specified in his 
licence. 

“Judging by the demand this 
morning, we could sell 10 times as 
many. But the Interior Ministry 
imposed this limit on us, saying 
we should start off gently,” he 
said. 


Algerian fundamentalists show unrivaled dynamism 


ALGIERS (R) — Mnstim fun- 
damentalists have shown with a 
massive demonstration that they 
are the most dynamic force in 
Algeria's new multi-party poli- 
tics. But they are far from assured 


Before the reporting Han was. triumph in their first test at the 
imposed, Israeli officials had pro- polls. 


dieted at least 100,000 arrivals 
from the Soviet Union this year 
and up to 750,000 over five years. 

Aides to Shamir, who retains 
office until a new government is 
formed, deny charge that hardlin- 
ers in his right-wing Likud Party 
have taken advantage of the cur- 
rent political uncertainty to push 
through settlement plans in die 
occupied territories. 

They say construction of Alon 
will merely extend an existing 
settlement, which does not re- 
quire new approval. 

Shamir’s partnership with the 
more dovish Labour Party fell 
apart when he refused to enter 
Israeli-Palestinian peace talks - 


Bearded young men marched 
tens of thousands strong to the 
presidential palace Friday, a de- 
monstration of support and disci- 
pline that no other party, includ- 
ing the ruling National liberation 
Front (FLN), appears able to 
match. 

Political analysts say it remains 
uncertain the Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) will win a majority of 
votes in provincial and municipal 
elections in June that will be the 
first multi-party poll since inde- 
pendence in 1962. 

FIS spokesman Abbasi Madam 
put the number of marchers at 
three million — nearly one-eighth 
the Algerian population. Inde- 


pendent observers said that was 
grossly inflated and doubted the 
number exceeded 100,000. 

Still the march dwarfed the few 
thousand that rallied to anti-fun- 
damentalist protests orga nise d at 
the same time by the FLN outside 
the Algiers. 

The FIS enjoys wide support 
among the criathbit urban poor 
drawn to its mess a g e of social 
justice and convinced it is the 
only way to unseat the FLN, 
linked in the minds of many 
Algerians to corruption and 
economic failure. 

It has projected a powerful 
image of youth in a country 
where three quarters of the 
population is under 30. 

But the FIS also faces resist- 
ance from urban professionals, 
women’s groups, berber speakers 
in the populous Kabytic Moun- 
tains and influential religions 
moderates. 

An appeal to the FIS to recon- 


sider its march by 82-year-old 
Sheikh Ahmad Sahnoun, a mod- 
erate widely respecte d as the 
father of Algerian fundamental- 
ism, showed the broader fim- 
datnentiist movement is far from 

nnitfd 

In a c o untry long open to the 
West many Algerians reject the 
strict Islamic moral code prop- 
ounded by tixFFIS and believe it 
is at least indirectly to blame for 
recent acts of fundamentalist vio- 
lence and intolerance. 

The entrenched FLN appar- 
atus, linked to local notables, 
may weQ tnrnout pro-government 
votes in many areas of the coun- 
tryside. 

By le galising its main fun- 
damentalist party last August, the 
only North African country to do 
so, Afeena gambled it would be 
less of a threat within the elector- 
al system than under g ro un d. 

“The government's st rat egy is 
to give the FIS enough rope to 


hang themselves,” said one West- 
ern d iplom at. 

Fart of this strategy, the 
analysts said, would be for the 
FIS to win a re spectable number 
of provincial and municipal coun- 
cils and thus saddle it with the 
thankless job of running local 
gove rnm ents. 

Entrenched in focal councils, 
the FIS would have little effective 
p ow e r but enormous headaches, 
satisfying demands for housing, 
water, sewers and other services 
m tiie midst of econo mi c crisis. 

That may be why the FIS mar- 
ches demanded Friday that Pres- 
ident Chadh Bcnjedid dissolve 
parliament — still the preserve of 
tiie FLN and not due for re- 
election until 1992. 

. A senior FLN official told Reu- 
ters recently that Ben jedid was 
likely to dissolve the assembly 
prematurely only if the FES se- 
cured a dear majority in focal 
voting. 
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^^ a ^ can sen ds Eid Al Fitr message 


AMMAN (J.T.) The Vatican has effect, sacrifice and obecfience 
issued a message to the Muslim remind ns of the p rimary of 
- Nation on the eve of Eid A! Fitr itnal values such as detachment 
' : which marks the end of die holy from material things, so lidari ty, 

.V 4 " month of Ramadan, calling for submission to the Creator, in a 

human solidarity with those in 


°ra er ..' 




need and those who are victims of 
violence and injustice. 

The message, issued by the 
president of the Pontifical Coun- 
cil, called on all believers in God 
to remember on this occasion 
tbetr brothers and sisters in dis- 
tress, to display compassion and 
a helping hand to them 
and to uphold spiritual values. 

Following is the text of the 

Vatican’s message: 

Once again Hid Al Fitr is at 
band. As in previous years, the 
pontifical Council for Inter- 
RcligiOTS Dialogue is happy to 
send prayerful greetings to you, 
our Muslim brothers and sisters, 
oa this joyful occasion. May 
Almighty God, who has provided 
you with strength and faith to 
bear patiently the hardship of 
your month-long fast, reward you 
abundantly with his blessings. 

While we rejoice with you, we 
tfririlc of the spirit of sacrifice and 
obedience which animated this 
lo ng month, and which consti- 
tutes a significant testimony. In 


world where for some there is 
increased prosperity, while many 
others are in need. In particular 
let us remember those brothers 
and sisters who, in many regions 
of the world, are victims of vio- 
lence and injustice. Is it not right 
to see this suffering for what it is? 
As spiritual descendants of Abra- 
ham and believers in God’s mer- 
cy, how can we fail to fed com- 
pasaon for this suffering portion 
of humanity, how can we fail to 
show them our solidarity. 

Your Ramadan fast has offered 
you many occasions to reflect on 
such situations. For us Christians 
the Lenten season of fasting and 
penance fhis year coincides with 
the month of Ramadan; so daring 
the same period we are called our 
faith to open our hearts to those 
who suffer. 

In this connection, we would 
like to recall the words of Pope 
John Paul II on behalf of Leba- 
non: 

“How can we believers allow 
ourselves to remain indifferent to 
a whole people which is dying 


before our very eyes?... The 
strong have a duty to come to the 
aid of those who are weaker... 
God asks every person to respect 
every human creature and to love 
him as a friend, a companion, a 
brother. He invites us to help him 
when he is wounded, when he is 
abandoned, when he is hungry 
and thirsty... This involves a duty 
of human solidarity which your 
individual conscience and your 
membership in the great family of 
believers impose on each one of 
you” (Appeal to all followers of 
Islam, 7 September 1989). 

The seriousness of these 
thoughts, in the context of a 
feast, may cause surprise. Yet 
every religious feast invites the 
members of the community to 
come closer to God who loves 
all . humanity. May your celebra- 
tion of the breaking of the fast, 
like ours of Easter, inspire us to 
break through our personal and 
collective selfishness, and with 
the help of the Most High to 
express through words and deeds 
our solidarity with our sufferin g 
brothers and asters. 

We take this opportunity to 
assure you once again of our 
prayers and best wishes for a 
happy feast! 
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Results of dentists 
vote remain a puzzle 


By Mariam M. S hahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The results of the 
election of the executive com- 
mittee of the Jordanian De- 
ntists Association (JDA) 
Saturday are more of a puzzle 
than a fact to analysts trying to 
identify political trends in the 
country’s professional associa- 
tions. 

The seven seats on the com- 
mittee open to union candi- 
dates went to dentists who, 
according to analysts, have a 
good professional and union 
background hot are for the 
most part not committed adhe- 
rents to the political organisa- 
tions with which they are 
associated. 

"The seven people elected 
were apt voted in because of 
their past or present political 
assotiattaris but because they 
are ‘good unionists' and 'good 
dentists’. Political, regional 
and rdigknts factors may have 
also played a role in the elec- 
tion of some of them but these 
factors were secondary rather 
than primary,” said one long 
time union member. 

The seven members of the 
executive committee are 
associated with a kaleidoscope, 
of poEtical trends in the coun- 
try although only two officially 
acknowledge their outright 
affiliation. 

A total of 368 votes were 
cast although S62 dentists qual- 
ified to. vote. 

New committee members 
Haitham Nadji (177), Rifait 
Zgoal (175) and Omran Al 
Kibid (151) were there candi- 
dates running as independents 


and Islamist — independents. 

Said Abu Maizer (170), 
although officially r unning as 
an independent, was affiliated 
to pan-Arabists and Fateh, 
according to observers. Faris 
Al Far (161), an outspoken 
supporter of the Jordanian 
chapter of the Popular Front 
for the liberation of Palestine 
and George Haddad (136) who 
is considered to have affiliation 
with the Jordanian Communist 
Party were also thought to 
have been elected as a result of 
their union records rather than- 
their political beliefs. 

Nasrallah Nasrallah (156) 
associated with pan- Arabist 
movements also won a seat on 
the executive committee. 

The ‘West Bank seat” went 
to the candidate who was 
nominated by the West Bank 
chapter of the association Anis 
Al Kak who received the high- 
est number of votes — 189. 

It appeared that politics was 
a ‘side issue’ in the elections 
although most professional 
association elections have been 
very politicised since democra- 
tic reforms began sweeping the 
country last November. 

"I do not believe that people 
voted for me because Pm affili- 
ated with tiie Popular Front 
but because they believe that I 
will do a good job in the 
union,” said Faris Al Far after 
the results were announced. 

Long time observers of the 
country's oldest professional 
association say the composi- 
tion of the union's past and 
present executive committees 
is one of the most difficult to 
• categories politically. 

“The members of the JDA 



Mha 


executive committee have nev- 
t been voted in on the basis of 
-ofitics alone. The fact that 
rere were no election lists, 
lat those who are politicised 
re not very active politically 
ad the importance of coop- 
ration among the committees 
lembers has contributed to 
re relatively apolitical nature 
f die association,” said a 
siuor member of the associa- 
tion which was founded in 
1952. 

The election of Irfan Sultan 
as president of the association 
was seen as the greatest indica- 
tor of the non-poHticised na- 
ture of tire union. “Sultan has 
nothing to do with politics, but 
that’s not why be was elected. 
Practically be was felt to be 
more professionally suitable. 
His opponent may be more 
politically appealing to the 
majority. Although he has no 
defined political line at all, his 
record during his last term as 
president did not endear him 
to many. Quite a number of 
people resigned from the ex- 
ecutive committee during his 
presidency,” said one long 
time observer while attempting 
to analyse the election results. 


Muta University to offer evening 


KARAK (J.T.) — The council of 
■ deans at Muta University near 
Karat has endorsed a set of 
regulations for the registration of 
i post-graduate students and re- 
qtarcnreirts far obtaining post- 
graduate degrees to be applied as 
of the be ginning of the 1990-1991 
academic year. 

The university which now orga- 
oscs courses for post-graduate 
Sadies in psychology and educa- 
' fioa is considering opening the 
-• -*?y for post-graduate students to 
“•tty out higher studies and 
- r rirtaio higher degrees in 
^ttfeeology, law and .Arabic lan- 
according to university 


President Awad KhleifeL 

“Only students with ‘good’ 
level grades in their first universi- 
ty degree can be allowed to pur- 
sue higher studies at Muta Uni- 
versity,” said the president in a 
statement to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

According to the new regula- 
tions, 33 credit hours are required 
from each student to get the 
second university degree for 
which a thesis should be prepared 
and successfully accepted by the 
university degrees panel. 

Earlier the university 
announced that the door was 


open for undergraduate students 
to enrol in evening classes or 
morning classes which would 
teyfr English, Arabic, business 
administration, law, mathema- 
tics, statistics and computer scien- 
ce. 

The evening classes will also 
open their doors to students at 
the start of the 1990-1991 
academic year. 

Regulations applied would be 
the same as for morning classes, 
according to the announcement. 

It said the evening classes 
would offer persons who missed 
university education the oppor- 
tunity to acquire higher studies. 


Survey finds TV programmes improved 

months of this year as compared noticeably directed its attention 


IRBID (Petra) — A survey con- 
ducted by the Department of 

> Journalism and Mass Com- 
" Pta i c a tkm at Yarmouk Universi- 
_■» oo the performance of Jordan 
t Television indicated a great im- 

gx puwement of the new program- 
1^*' ntes and the method of presenta- 
tion. 

Dr. Adel Ziyadat, who super- 
vised the survey, said that Jordfao 
Television had shown great ira* 
provement in the first four 


to past years in terms of presenta- 
tion of news, the nature of news 
items and the subsequent reports. 

“This development, be said, 
reflected positively on the depart- 
ment’s students wbo bad been 
following up the evolution and 
the new trend in presenting new 
material and other programmes, 
Ziyadat. said. 

He said Jordan Television has 


this year towards local rather 
than international themes and in- 
troduced programmes like semi- 
nars and panel discussions on 
economic and political affairs, 
something which was lacking in 
the past. 

In addition, be said, the special 
programmes for the dumb and 
deaf helped a large section of the 
fes s fortunate viewers. 



Her Majesty the Queen, Saturday rfc the festivities cm the eve of Earth Day (Petra photo) 

Earth Day celebrations kick off today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — On the eve of 
Earth Day celebrations and the 
start of an environment year in 
Jordan, Her Majesty Queen 
Noor Al Hussein Saturday inau- 
gurated a club in Amm an dedi- 
cated to the protection of nature 
and inspected items displayed at 
an exhibition organised to mark 
the occasion. 

The organisers exhibited 
photographs and paintings under- 
lining the importance of protect- 
ing the natural resources and 
safeguarding the environment. 

The Queen also visited an ex- 
hibition organised by the students - 
of Queen Noor Secondary School 
for Girls at Dabaideh, displaying 
plants, animals and a -wing that 
displayed clothes, artificial flow- 
ers and laboratory equipment. 

Minister of Education and 
Higher Education Mohammad 
Harridan, who was present at the 
ceremony, delivered a speech 
outlining Jordan’s contributions 
to various regional and interna- 
tional activities designed to safe- 
guard the environment. 

President of the Royal Society 
for the Conservation of Nature 


(RSCN) Anis Muasber, which is 
organising Earth Day activities 
Sunday, said the society aims 
through these activities to spread 
awareness about the need to pro- 
tect the environment, to plant 
trees and make Jordan green in a 
bid to stem the encroachment of 
desert over arable land. 

Muasher said Wednesday 
evening that the RSCN is pri- 
marily oriented to protect water 
and agricultural land in Jordan, 
to safeguard the environment and 
ensure continued development. 

He said on the Television prog- 
ramme ‘Encounter* that most of 
the land in Jordan is desert or 
semi-desert and only four per 
cent is arable. 

“Furthermore Jordan lost 25 
per cent of its arable land over 
the past few years because of 
urban development and expan- 
sion especially around Amman, 
Salt and Madaba,” Muasher said. 

Muasher also warned that 
further pumping of water from 
the Azraq oasis would lead to a 
catastrophe to . the Azraq basin 
because this practice would mix 
saline water with potable water. 

Preparations by the RSCN have 


been finalised, as Minister of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment Abdul Karim 
Al Dughmi issued a statement 
voicing Jordan’s hope that Earth 
Day activities, to be observed by 
more than 100 countries Sunday, 
will lead to further international 
cooperation in protecting the 
planet Earth from danger. 

In his statement issued on the 
eve of Earth Day. the minister 
said that industrialised nations 
are not only becoming richer at 
the expense of the poor nations, 
but are trying to dump their 
dangerous waste on the poor 
countries. 

’Toxic waste acts like cancer 
which eats up the cenre of Earth 
in the developing countries, lead- 
ing to catastrophe.” the minister 
pointed out.; 

“Tbe Earth Day activities and 
the start of the environment year 
in Jordan Sunday could be suc- 
cessful if popular involvement is 
ensured,” said Dughmi. 

He expressed hope that the 
government would enact proper 
laws making the protection of the 
environment a national responsi- 
bility. 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


Cabinet approves budget, recognition of Namibia 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet, in a session held Saturday under 
the chairmanship of Prime Minister Mudar Badran. approved the 
budget of the Mmsitry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs and approved 
Jordan’s recognition of Namibia as an independent stale. 

Minister visits Yarmouk University 

IRBID (Petra) — Minister of Tourism and Antiquities Abdul 
Karim Al Kabariti Saturday visited Yannouk University where he 
was briefed by its President Ali Mahafza on the university’s current 
programmes and future plans. Tbe minister also visited tbe 
department of antiquities and anthropology at tbe university and 
was briefed on its establishment, development and role in 
conserving the national heritage and discovering antiquities in tbe 
Kingdom. Tbe minis ter was accompanied in his visit by the 
Department of Antiquities Director Ghazi Bisbeh and Irbid 
govemorate antiquities Inspector Sultan Al Shreideh. 

Khayyat leaves for Baghdad 

AMMAN (Petra) — Abdul Aziz Al Khayyat, membeT of the Royal 
Academy for Islamic Civilisation Researches — Al Al Bait 
Foundation — left for Baghdad Saturday to participate in religious 
seminars organised by the Iraqi Ministry of Awqaf. 

Funds al located for roads Improvement 

DEIR ABU SAID (Petra) — Tbe Ministry of Public Works and 
Housing has started implementing a plan aimed at improving roads 
in Al Koura district. Al Koura district governor Aref Abu KaraJri, 
chairman of the district’s development council, JD 260,000 were 
assigned for road projects in the district. 

JNRCS leaves for Geneva 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation representing tbe Jordan 
National Red Crescent Society (JNRCS) Saturday left for Geneva 
on a two-week visit which comes at an invitation from the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). Tbe delegation 
includes Ayed Al Kayed and Issa Ayyoub. 


May Day holiday announced 

AMMAN (Petra) — All government departments and public 
institutions will be dosed Tuesday May 1, 1990 on International 
Labour Day. according to an official statement issued by tbe Prime 
Ministry Saturday. 

Mosque opens In Abdoun 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minis ter of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Ali Al 
Faqir Saturday opened A’istaa mosque in Abdoun area. Tbe 
mosque consists of two floors each with an area of 1,000 square 
metres and includes a quarter for women. The mosque was tniflt at 
a cost of JD 400,000 collected through donations. 


Peace 
march 
to be held 
in June 

AMMAN (J.T.) — “Break the 
wall of mistrust, fear, suspicion 
and hostility between the 
Arabs and Israel and pave the 
way for peaceful negotiations 
to settle tbe Middle East con- 
flict;” this is the theme of an 
Amman-to-Jerusalem interna- 
tional peace march organised 
by the American- Arab Anti- 
Discrimination Committee 
(ADC). 

The organisers said in a 
press release that they hope 
tire march, the first-ever such 
event with an expected parti- 
cipation of over 30,000 people, 
including hundreds of interna- 
tional celebrities and peace 
activists, human rights groups, 
churches, anti-nuclear orga- 
nisations and non- 
governmental institutions as 
well as several former govern- 
ment leaders, will be one of the 
biggest media events in the 
Middle East in 1990. 

Full details of the four-day 
peace march, to be held early 
June, will be released at a press 
conference at tbe Amman In- 
ternational Stadium on Mon- 
day, April 23, 1990, aril a.m., 
the same site where the peace 
march will begin in June. 

All facilities and arrange- 
ments will be available to the 
media, including satellite 
hook-ups for television and a 
helicopter for aerial shooting, 
during the peace march, the 
press release said. 


Circular regulates deals, 
loans from foreign banks 


AMMAN (Petra) — The govern- 
ment Saturday issued a circular to 
various departments and minis- 
tries concerning deals with local 
and foreign contractors for the 
implementation of government- 
financed projects and contracts 
with foreign banks for loans. 

The circular, which was issued 
by the prime minister’s office, 
ruled that: 

1- Government departments 
can conclude deals with contrac- 
tors or importers only if costs are 
calculated in Jordanian dinars. 

2- Departments can draw from 
foreign loans allocated for financ- 
ing local projects only through 
the Central Bank of Jordan and 
in accordance with regulations 
agreed on with the creditors. 

3- Deals concluded with con- 
tractors can include the corres- 
ponding exchange rate of the 
total cost calculated in foreign 
currency after consulting with the 
Central Bank of Jordan and be- 
fore floating tenders. The ex- 
change rate approved by the Cen- 
tral Bank can be quoted whenev- 
er letters of credit are opened it 
local banks of imports, but no 
direct payments can be made to 
the contractors. 

In another circular, the Prime 
Ministry said no government de- 
partment can contact any foreign 


trade financing organisations or 
banks, because this is the sole 
task of the Ministry of Finance, 
except in matters concerning de- 
velopmental loans which should 
be processed through the Minis- 
try of Planning. 

It said that all government de- 
partments public organisations 
and public share-holding com- 
panies should conduct all dealings 
pertaining to foreign loans 
through the Ministry of Finance 
which, in turn, can channel the 
request to the Prime Ministry 
after thorough discussions and 
consultations' with the Centra] 
Bank of Jordan. 

In its statement, the Prime 
Ministry said the new circular was 
prompted by the fact that a num- 
ber of government institutions 
had been in the practice of con- 
cluding deals under which they 
pledged to pay part of the cost to 
contractors in foreign currency. 

Since all deals are binding to 
the government which will then 
be forced to pay from its foreign 
currency reserves kept at the 
Central Bank, it said government 
departments must from now on 
abide by the given regulations 
and calculate the cost in Jorda- 
nian dinars in consultation and in 
cooperation with the Central 
Bank of Jordan. 


Seminar affirms 
unrest in south 
triggered changes 


By Odefa Odeh 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Participants in a 
seminar on tbe democratic ex- 
perience in Jordan affirmed that 
tire incidents which took place in 
the south of Jordan in May 1989 
were a national matter and ex- 
pressed rejection of a political 
and economic system. 

Among participants in the 
seminar, which was held Friday at 
the Professional Associations 
Complex, under the theme “The 
Democratic Experience in Jordan 
Between the Inevitability of Con- 
tinuing and the Prospects of Re- 
cession” were Dr. Riyad Al 
Nawaiseh, Deputy Ahmad 
Qnteish Al Azaideh, Dr. Mus- 
tapha Shuneikat and George 
Haddadin. 

They said the political open- 
ness prevailing in the Kingdom 
was caused by these incidents and 
tbe decision to follow the demo- 
cratic manner was irreversible. 

They also affirmed that the 
democratisation process doesn't 
only mean Parliament and polls, 
but also active participation of 
the people in the national build- 
ing process; they called for adopt- 
ing a national salvation program- 
me, cancelling the martial law 
and the freedom of forming poli- 
tical parties. 


Dr. Riyad A] Nawaiseh said 
the 19S9 incidents in the south are 
purely Jordanian and were de- 
tached from the international 
democratic system. 

Deputy Ahmad Quteish Al 
Azaideh called for developing the 
Jordanian democratic experi- 
ment “in order to reach many of 
the facts.” 

Azaideh affirmed the commit- 
ment of Islam to Shura (consulta- 
tion) which is considered an edu- 
cational and ethical matter. 

He asserted that democracy is a 
continuation of the human in- 
stinct “and that walking away 
from it leads to destruction.” He 
said people can tolerate hunger 
but can never forgive having their 
freedom taken away. 

Azaideh said democracy can 
never be perfect without the ex- 
istence of political parties and 
newspapers in which people can 
express their opinion. 

Commenting on the incidents 
in south Jordan last year. Dr. 
Mustapha Shuneikat said the 
public's demand to change the 
unsuccessful system was espoused 
with the democratic demands. 

“Winds of democracy blowing 
all over the world and the Palesti- 
nian intifada had a significant role 
in inspiring the public with the- 
values of democracy, its powerful 
capabilities and its ability 1 to bring 
change.” Shuneikat said. 


Trade unieiss to 

elect 


By Isam Qadamani 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Federation 
of Jordanian Labour Union 
will hold a meeting Sunday to 
elect members to the federa- 
tion’s central executive 
bureau. 

A total of 15 candidates con- 
testing the bureau's 13 seats 
represent various types of 
workers in all fields. 

The workers will first elect 
95 workers to serve as mem- 
bers of the federation's central 
council, its chairman and two 
deputies. The council will then 
elect the 13 workers to serve 
on the executive bureau. 

Two prominent workers. 


Mohammad Samih and Khaled 
Shreim, are running for the 
post of council chairman while 
Abdul Halim Khaddam and 
Khalil Abu Kharoumeh are 
contesting the post of the coun- 
cil’s secretary-general. 

Mazen Ma'aita and Abdul 
Razzaq Saeed are contesting 
the post of deputy chairman of 
the council. 

Federation sources said 
workers were of the opinion 
that the number of the execu- 
tive bureau's members should 
be increased to 15. 

Intensive consultations have 
been going on among candi- 
dates and other members over 
tbe past two weeks to choose 
representatives. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

exhibition 

* Exhibition ef Earth Day stamp coflection at the Postal Savings 
Corporation. 


* lecture entitled “Marxist Ideology — by ft*- 

Musk Hsmmrndi at the Roval Cultural Centre — 8J0 jun. 


it Feature Bn “Hans Christian Anderson” at the 

American Centre — 3tf0 p «- 


19 shot and wounded in Gaza, W. Bank 

Police beefed up security which Palestinians buried empty 

(Continued from page 1) 

strike, making life hard for the 
residents who now celebrate 
Ramadan. 

Masked activists in Nablus also 
marched through the city centre 
and announced their decision by 
loudspeakers, witnesses said. 

The army erected roadblocks 
around Jerusalem Saturday and 
tuned back residents of the occu- 
pied lands wishing to take part in 
the night-long prayers marking 
Laylat Al Qadr* 


around the Al Aqsa Mosque 
.complex in the walled Old Oty 
where the prayers are held. 

Also in the Old City, Greek 
Orthodox Patriarch Diodorus I 
led a procession of priests to 
protest the Jewish settlement in 
the Christian Quarter. . 

The priests were joined by ab- 
out 100 Palestinian youths, some 
of them masked, wbo raised 
Palestinian flags, wittnesses said. 

Police also fixed tear-gas gre- 
nades in scattered incidents in 


bottles and stones, witnesses re- 
ported. 

Leftist Knesset (parliament) 
member Yossi Sand accused the 
Likud-led caretaker government 
of trying to “establish a fait 
accompli” by helping tbe hospice 
settlers. 

Sand, of the Citizens Rights 
Movement, charged that the 
Ministry of Construction - and 
Housing financed the con- 
troversial deal. 
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Food for home 

THE disclosure by the Agricnltiiral Marketing Organisation 
(AMO) that the recent decrease in the quantity of vegetables 
and fruits in the Jordanian market and the corresponding 
increase in their prices are due to the rise in Jordan's 
exports of such produce is a two-edged sword. It wiD be 
difficult to quarrel with any policy that promotes Jordanian 
exports including vegetables and fruits. But such a policy, 
geared to earn the country much needed bard currencies, 
most not be at the expense of our citizens, poor before rich. 
It is evident that Jordanian export of vegetables and fruits is 
made possible first and foremost by the low cost of 
Jordanian labour in addition to the depreciation of the 
dinar. It is grave enough that the depredation of the 
Jordanian dinar has contributed to unbearable inflationary 
rate in the Kingdom. But to keep Jordanian wages so low in 
order to make Jordanian production that much more 
competitive in the international market at a time when 
Jordanian vegetables and fruits are made less and less 
accessible to poor Jordanians is not the kind of policy that 
would serve our best inte r ests. A wiser and more prudent 
policy would caD for measures to assure the availaMlity at 
least locally -produced foodstuffs at (rices that the public 
can afford. This more tml unreA economic policy is all the 
more urgent in the wake of unconfirmed reports that the 
International Monetary Fond (IMF) js insisting that sub- 
sidies to basic food commodities be cut down drastically by 
1991. Is it too much to ask then that Jordanian-produced 
foods be kept accessible to Jordanians especially to those 
who are already below the poverty line and at prices that 
they can afford? 

It must be relatively simple to reconcile the economic 
policy that promotes exports with the more pressing policy 
of feeding the people of Jordan. Once the needs of the 
c ountry for vegetables and fruits are quantified, all that the 
AMO needs to do is to prescribe a quota for aH Jordanian 
exporters that must be earmarked for local consumption as 
a matter of higher priority. 

The motto of the AMO and the Ministry of Agriculture 
should be to feed Jordanians first and second to earn foreign 
currencies. Otherwise the country’s priorities become lop- 
sided. 



JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra’i daily on Saturday commented on Washington’s current 
efforts to rally further support for the U.S. Congress’s decision, 
considering Jerusalem as the united capital of Israel. The paper 
referred in particular to the ongoing endeavours to enlist support 
for this action by the municipalities of major cities in the United 
States, a move which is designed to show more hatred to the 
Arabs and to consecrate Israel’s annexation. This escalation on 
the part of the Americans is in reality a form of hostile action and 
part of an aggressive plan directed against peace and should be 
considered by the Arabs as a further proof of the absence of 
Washington's credibility in the Arab region, the paper noted. This 
should prompt the Arab leaders to hasten steps for convening an 
Arab summit that would help chart joint Arab action vis-a-vis the 
enemy’s plans and continued challenge to the Arab rights and the 
usurpation of Arab lands in Palestine, the paper warned. It said 
that Washington's hostile actions in the Jerusalem question is 
coupled with its ongoing efforts to drum up an aggressive 
campaign on Iraq for acquiring weapons needed for Arab 
defence. It is time that Washington learnt that the Arabs are 
determined to achieve peace and dial there was no alternative but 
to work in that direction, the paper concluded. 

Another Arabic daily, Al Dustonr called Saturday for the 
convening of an Arab summit meeting where consensus and 
agreement, it said, could be achieved for future action to protect 
pan-Arab interests. The paper noted that both King Hussein and 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat have openly welcomed such a step, 
and called for an end to inter-Arab differences to pave for the 
summit. The present pan-Arab, regional and international situa- 
tions require that such summit be held as soon as possible 
particularly in view of the challenges posed to the nation by 
Israel’s practices in Palestine, continued immigration and threats 
to Iraq, the paper said. The paper said that the arrival of more 
Jews in Palestine can only fuel the Zionist leaders lost for 
expansion at the expense of all the Arab countries and not only 
Jordan and Palestine. It said that an Arab summit is needed now 
to ensure the Arabs are united and ready to offer sacrifice in order 
to repel aggresaon and regain usurped Arab lands. 

Sawt Al Shaab daily commented Saturday on a statement by 
senator Robert Dole in the U.S. Congress two days ago following 
his tour of the Middle East and his talks with Arab leaders. The 
senator told Congress that its decision to support the annexation 
of Jerusalem was very harmful and was a grave blunder. The 
paper said that observers have considered Dole’s statement as a 
ridicule of the U.S. political stand committed in violation of 
official American policy. Dole’s admission that the decision was a 
mistake proves once again that the Zionist lobby which influences 
America’s policies was behind the whole crisis. 


Sunday Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Faked Faxtek 


Towards privatisation of housing 


PRIVATISATION has been a 
political slogan that was first 
aired five years ago by political 
officials who in fact did not 
wholeheartedly believe in it. In 
order to ensure the failure of 
the idea, those officials chose 
very difficult targets for the 
process and left logical and 
easy ones, thus transforming 
privatisation into “mission im- 
possible”. 

If there is one basic and 
important activity that the pri- 
vate sector is well equipped, 
able, and willing to perform, it 
certainly is building houses. 
Every family would love to 
build its own borne in accord- 
ance with its needs and wishes 
either on individual basis or 
within cooperative building 
societies — provided of course 


they have the money to make 
their own dreams come true. 

Therefore, the continued ex- 
istence of the Housing Cor- 
poration is a conclusive evi- 
dence that the government is 
still insisting on asagning the 
public sector all the tasks that 
the private sector can perform, 
irrespective of higher cost and 
nrismangement. 

It is common knowledge by 
now that building booses by 
public sector corporations 
costs around 35 per cent more 
than market prices. To that we 
have also to add the implicit 
subsidy built-in in the artificial- 
ly low interest rate (4.5 per 
cent) that ensures the life of 
beneficiaries at the expense of 
the corporation. Even after all 
these losses, a major part of 


the housing units that were 
built by the Housing Corpora- 
tion are still vacant The cor- 
poration did not find interested 
beneficiaries due to high cost 
and bad workmanship. 

The government takes on its 
shoulders huge financial and 
adminis trative burdens. It is 
therefore surprising that the 
government is assisting on 
building houses for families 
white beneficiaries knew better 
and are more efficient, but 
only lack the financing that the 
government can secure from 
sources other than the over- 
burdened treasury. 

When the Housing Cor- 
poration was founded in the 
late sixties, it was meant to be 
a specialised lending institu- 
tion. It is still officially classi- 


fied among the specialised 
tending institutions. In effect it 
developed as an engineering 
and construction outfit and in' 
recognition of this nature was 
attached to the Ministry of 
Pnblic Works. Apparently it is 
more fun to deal in tenders and 
in the supervirion of contrac- 
tors, Chinese, French and 
Arab, rather than lending 
money and dealing with fr- 
onted income groups and their 
housing cooperative societies. 

Hie Housing Bank was also 
founded to provide financing 
to those who wanted to buOd 
their own houses. Because of 
drat, the Housing Bank was 
granted aD the privileges and 
tax exe mpti ons that an im- 
aginative mind ram think of. In 


practice however, the Housing 
Bank was gradually trans- 
formed into a commercial and 
merchant bank, winks main- 
taining all tite privileges and 
tax exemptions that are no 
more justified. 

The Urban Development 
Corporation was also started in 
order to ntfiise the loans of the 
World Bank, and to replace 
the slums in the backward 
quarters of the cities and towns 
by modem and healthy inex- 
pensive housing units. It per- 
formed its duties beautifully 
without incurring financial los- 
ses. In fact it claims to have 
' m ftdp: some surpluses on two of 
its major projects. Despite that 
success, and perhaps because 
of it, it was pmrished and ordered 


to merge with the Housing 
Corporation. The irony is that 
file measure was adopted by 
the government to cat cost and 
promote efficiency. 

The government can easily 
and happily withdraw from 
housing activity as an engineer- 
ing and construction activity. It 

should however secure the 
availability of bank credit to 
those who want to build their 
own houses through offering a 
guarantee umbrella, and 
perhaps by subsiding interest. 
In that manner toe scarce 
funds of the government go a 
longer way. Every one million 
dinars of housing subsidy may 
result in the availability of 50 
million dinars of bank credit to 
beneficiaries. 


Algeria faces economic, 
religious, social challenges 


■ By Frauds GMles 

THE sea port of Oran, the 
capita] of western Algeria, has 
recently been much in the news. 
On February 11, the chairman of 
the Chamber of Commerce, Mr. 
Ahmad Bensadoun, announced 
that the 7,000 private companies 
in the region would dose down 
for one week. Private industry, 
winch here employs one quarter 
of the labour force, was not lock- 
ing out recaldtrant workers, but 
protesting at the desperate lack of 
raw materials and spare parts 
which is forcing many factories to 
work * at one third of their 
capadty. 

A few weeks earlier, thousands 
of Muslim ftmri»mf !ii talisi< had 
marched to the wall’s (governor) 
office, demanding that the sale rtf 
alcohol be banned and brothels 
dosed. But the easy going port, 
where night chibs echo into the 
small hours with the raw pulsat- 
ing rhythm of 131 music, (indeed 
every car radio and cassette shop 
in town seems to blare the music 
out) presents a serious challenge 
to the fundamentalists. 

The revival, in mid-1980s, of 
rai, a form of music which goes 
back a hundred years and, like 
country music, expresses the joys 
and woes of life, is symptomatic 
of the desire of ordinary Alge- 
rians to enjoy a greater degree of 
freedom. In restrospect the popu- 
larity of mi was a dear forewarn- 
ing of the riots of 18 months ago 
which effectively broke the pip 
of the Front de Liberation 
National (FLN), the party which 
bad held a monopoly on power 
since independence in 1962, and 
opened up Algeria to a vast de- 
bate about tiie future shape of 
economic add political institu- 
tions. 

The Oranais, for their part, 
have always enjoyed life and nev- 
er been ashamed to show it. Their 
attitude stands in sharp contrast 
to the eastern uplands of Algeria, 
where dour and uncompromising 
attitudes are but a reflection of 
harsh climate, poor soil and a 
brutal history, particularly under 
the former French coknriser. The 
sons of the east, those in particu- 
lar who hailed from within the 
charmed triangle which encom- 
passes tire towns of Batna, Tebes- 
sa and Serif, the self-styled “BTS 
boys,” which tndnde die former 
president, Houarii Boumedien- 
ne, have yielded much power in 
Algiers since 1962. For more than 
two decades, they modelled the 
country they ruled in their image. 
That only one party, the FLN, 
was allowed, helped — single 
party systems always are killjoys. 

The collapse in the price of oil 
in 1986-88, which dramatically 
increased shortages of consumer 
and food products, fuelled the 
widespread resentment against 
the privileges of an entrenched 
and poweifol nomenclature and 
helped provoke the riots which, 
in October 1988, changed the 
course of Algerian history. The 
outlook rem ains uncertain, but 
what is not is tiie sheer energy 
and zest for living of young Alge- 
rians, by for the most influential 
party in the country, by sheer 
weight of numbers. Two- thirds of 
the population of 23 million are 
under 21. 

Fumtanratafiste rad Berbers 

Recent events in Oran come, 
at a time when the fundamental- 
ists, the most active of whom are 
gathered the banner of the Isla- 
mic Salvation Front (FIS), and 
groups arguing in favour of a 
wider recognition of the Berber 
language and culture have been 
quick to grasp that their influence 
is best wielded, not in tiie state 
apparatus, but where it count — 
on the streets. 

Fundamentalists have been 
very adept at articulating econo- 


mic and social grievances and are 
not afraid to resort to threats and 
violence. The FIS leader, Mr. 
Abbassi Madani, dentes his 
movement condones such acts, 
but presenting a face of sweetness 
and reason to the outside world is 
a well worn strategy. Women in 
particular, who are often the vic- 
tims of aggression because they 
are not vefled, or because they 
play tennis or practise some other 
form of “immodest” sport, know 
mily too well what to make of 
such ^suranrgs- One of the more 
hardline FIS preachers, Mr. Ah 
Bethadj, is blunt — “democracy 
is blasphemy.” The message 
brooks no argument. 

The Berber movements appeal 
to a different constituency. Ber- 
ber is the traditional language of 
North Africa and many Alge- 
rians, who have no dispute wrtfa 
the importance of Arabic, let 
alone its sacredness because It is 
the language of the Koran, resent 
the forced pace of “Arabisation’’ 
in schools and universities, let 
alone that the word “Arabic” 
should be stuck, like some cheap 
price tag, on every institution and 
building and in every FLN party 
stalwart’s speech. Some groups 
whose mother tongue is Berber 
enjoyed access, well before inde- 
pendence, to a standard of educa- 
tion far above that of the mass of 
their countrymen. This is true 
particularly of the Kabyie Ber- 
bers, whom the coloniser 
favoured. Although no less good 
Muslims, this higher standard of 
education allows such people to 
separate religious practice and 
tihe question of everyday life and 
economic management more 
easily. 

The economic challenges 

Much of what happens in 
Algeria, in the months and years 
to come, will be determined by 
the country’s economic perform- 
ance. Private industrialists in the 
West, who account for two thirds 
of the textile and plastics industry 
output in Algeria and half the 
production of leather and proces- 
sed food, were protesting at the 
wayward, and often corrupt ways 
of state companies which, often 
even now, enjoy a monopoly on 
imports. Supplies are increasingly 
erratic, both in volume and in 
quality. The state has, to a de- 
gree, entrusted the distribution of 
quotas of raw materials to the 
recently reopened chambers of 
oommerce, but the result has 
often been less than edifying. In 
the textile sector, infighting 
among industrialists and a notor- 
iously badly run import monopo- 
ly, Eoaditec, has made the life of 
competent and honest entrep- 
reneurs very difficult indeed. 

Three challenges confront the 
authorities. The first is to absorb 
the “inform al” economy — or 
that clandestine industrialisation 
which is not accounted for in 
official figures and which could 
be worth as much as one third of 
gross domestic product. Figures 
which reflected tiie real economy 
would provide a fairer picture of 
the country’s GDP. If spare parts 
were more plentiful and more 
fairly distributed, the need to 
resort to black market currency 
purchased from Algerian immig- 
rants in France, at six times the 
official rate of exchange, would 
be less. The second challenge, 
which tins year’s finance law 
seeks to address, is to reduce the 
monetary overhang and rein in 
credit to the economy. The third 
is to reform the rigid labour 
practices enshrined in the Statut 
G6n£ral du Travaifleur. Such a 
reform will cost jobs but also 
open op new ones, especially for 
younger people. 

Confidence budding 

The government headed by 
Mr. Mouloud Hamarouche, 
which was appointed by President 


Chadli Benjedid six months ago. 
faces a formidable task as it seeks 
to build a measure of confidence, 
convince the population that the 
lies and Half truths of yesteryear 
are a thing of the past and deal 
firmly with open challenges to the 
law. especially when they are 
thrown down by Muslim fun- 
damentalists. It has to battle with 
shortages; it has to face a Nation- 
al Assembly entirely composed of 
FLN deputies who know that 
they will probably be decimated 
at the polls; it has to mind the 
many whose privileges will be 
sharply curtailed if Algeria suc- 
ceeds in negotiating so bold a 
U-turn. 

The municipal elections, in- 
itially planned for last December, 
were delayed until March 1990, at 
the request of a number of newly 
legalised political parties who 
pleaded that they had not yet had 
time to organise. They have now 
been further delayed while tire 
government extends financial a id 
to tiie new parties in order to 
ensure that they have a fairer 
chance to put their case to the 
public. 

Local elections which are fair 
and seen to be fair will at least 
provide, for the first time since 
independence, some idea of the 
level of support different parties 
command. The jury is out and 
will not render its verdict for 
some months. Algeria's neigh- 
bours, Morocco and Tunisia, 
look on, at times horrified, at 
times fascinated, never indiffe- 
rent. If Algeria succeeds, they 
too stand to benefit, notably 
when they are face to face with a 
European Community in- 
creasingly absorbed by recent 
changes in Eastern Europe. If 
Algeria fails, tiie consequences 
for the Maghreb do not bear 
contemplating — Middle East In- 
ternational, London. 


By abducting Mexican, U.S 
enforces dangerous trend 


By Bernd Debosmann 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — The cloak- 
and-dagger abduction of a Mex- 
ican drug suspect to the United 
States has raised fresh questions 
over Washington’s view that it 
was the right to seize foreign 
nationals anywhere anywhere in 
the world. 

Unidentified men seized the 
Mexican, Dr. Humberto Alvarez 
Macfaain, in his home town of 
Guadalajara on April 3, bundled 
him into a plane and flew him to 
El Paso where he was handed 
over to agents of the Drug En- 
forcement Administration 
(DEA). 

Alvarez, a prominent gyneco- 
logist, was wanted in connection 
with the 1985 murder of DEA 
undercover agent Enrique 
Camarena. 

U.S. officials who declined to 
be named said Alvarez was 
snatched by a team of Mexicans 
contracted by the DEA office in 
Guadalajara in return for a huge 
reward. 

While details of the abduction 
remain hazy, U.S. scholars say it ' 
underlines a growing tendency by 
the U.S. executive branch to ex- 
ercise powers of arrest outside 
U.S. borders. 

According to legal experts. Jus- 
tice Department “opinions" 
issued last year dramatically 
changed the official U.S. inter- 
pretation of the government’s 
right to arrest foreign nationals 
abroad and bring them to stand 
trial in the United States. 

“I don’t know of any other 
country which assumes these 
rights,” said David Cote, a law 
professor at Georgetown Uni- 
versity in Washington. “If any 
other country did that to us we 
would be the first to complain 
vociferously.” 

But in recent months, the 
attorney general as well as the 
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directors of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) and fhe_ 
Central Intelligence Agency ' 
(CIA) have said U.S. authorities 
were entitled to go anywhere in 
the world and apprehend fore- 
igners under indictment in the' 
United States. 

Hie Alvarez abduction was one 
of- several ^cases in which drug 
suspects were seized outride the 
United States to stand trial here. 

They ranged from alleged drug 
kingpin Ramon Matta, arrested 
in Honduras in 1988, to Panama- 
nian Manuel Antonio Noriega, 
who surrendered after a 24,000- 
strong U.S. military force in- 
vaded Panama in December last 
year. 

One of the principal reasons 
President George Bush gave for 
invading Panama — the biggest 
U.S. military action since Viet- 
nam — was to arrest Noriega and 
bring him to trial on charges that 
he turned his country into a con- 
duit for U.S.-destined cocaine. » 

Noriega gave himself up to 
U.S. forces and is now in j&fl in 
Miami awaiting trial. 

Latin American diplomats say 
the Mexican kidnapping 
deepened misgivings about U.S. 


actions despite gipwing agree- 
ment that drug trafficking is an 
international problem that can 
only be solved through interna- 
tional cooperation. 

The Alvarez case drew a sharp- 
ly-worded diplomatic note from 
Mexico to die United States, de- 
manding an explanation, and 
-'threatened to sour a. hemispheric 
drog'Summit which opened in the 
Mexican resort of Ixtapa on April 
19 with U.S. Attorney-General 
Dick Thornburg attending. 

Criticism of “unilateral mea- 
sures” voiced in Ixtapa were 
echoed by experts on internation- 
al law consulted in the United 
States. 

Tt is quite dear that one state 
does not have tiie right to send its 
law enforcement officials or any 
other agent of the state into the 
territory of another (state) for the 
purpose of apprehending an ac- 
cused without the consent of thai 
state," said John Hargrove, ex- 
ecutive director of the Washing- 
ton-based American Society of 
International Law. 

Hargrove said the fact that the 
Justice Department bad express- 
ed general approval of the princi- 
ple did not make it right 
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Les Jordaniens et la phytoth6rapie 

Entre indifference et incredulite 







Entre deux avrils 

| ' Quel chemin la Jordanie 
a-t-elle parcouru depuis un 
an sur le plan politique? 

Nous ue nous serions pas 
pcrmis de nous poser la 
question, si avril 1989 avait 
dtd un mois comme les au- 
tres. Les Jordaniens, et par- 
ticulidrement nos con- 
dtoyens da sod, en avaient 
ddcidd autrement. Pendant 
one semaine, dmeutes et 
manifestations ont secoud 
une grande partie du 
royaume; Ma’an, Tafileh, 

Karat, Madaba, Salt... Les 
slogans et les petitions rdc- 
lamaient I’annuladon de la 
hausse des prix. Elies ont 
aussi exigd le depart du 
gouvernement Rifal et l’organisation d’dlecfions gdndrales. 

Certaines r even dications ont dtd satisfaites, mais l’impact 
de la rdvolte se rdvdle beau coup plus profond. La 
ddmocratisation du pays, amorcde par le scrutin Idgislatif 
denovembre dernier, demeure le rdsultat le plus important 
de notre “printemps politique”. Sa Majestd le Roi a 
d’aifleiirs reconnu rdcemment que «l’idde d’un contrat 
social ou d’une charte a dtd inspirde des dvdnements 
d’avriK 

Xte leur cotd, ces «dvdnements» ont reprdsentd l’about- 
issement d’une longue pdriode de Iutte pour la democratic 
-et ja participation populaire k la gestion des affaires du 
: pay?-: En ce sens, nous pouvons dire que la rdvolte d’avril 
^1989 n’a pas complete meat “spontande”, de mdme 
- ‘qu&jle ue s’est pas timitee k des revendications dconomi- 

V^Les Jordaniens ont le sentiment, en avril 1990, d’exercer 
trn peu plus leur droit k la liberty. Ds ont dlu leur Parlement 
pour la premi&re fois depuis 22 ans. Us ont tout autant suivi 
ffvec- passion les ddbats entre leurs reprdsentants et le 
gouvernement. Les rues d’ Amman, d’lrbid et d'ailleurs ont 
coanu des manifestations pacifiques sous la surveillance de 
la police. Les citoyens qui dtaient privds de leur passeport 
ou de leur travail, en raison de leurs activitds ou de leurs 
appartenances politiques. peuvent aujourd'bui regagner 
tear poste et voyager librement. 

Une vaste enquete sur la corruption a par ailleurs dtd 
ouverte. Les joumaux dvoquent des sujets encore tabous il 
y a un an et les partis politiques, jadis interdits et poursuivis 
par les services de renseignement, exercent leur activitd 
presque publiquement. Plusieurs secteurs socio- 
professiomiels et sociaux, tels les enseignants. les jeunes, 
les dtmfiants ou encore les agriculteuis, qui dtaient privds 
detonte organisation, se preparent aujourd'bui k former 
lews propres syndicats. Un militant politique m'a avoud la 
semaine demi&re que jamais il n'aurait imagind pareille 
dvohition il y a douze mois! 

Le cbangement intervenu depuis avril 1989 est ddddd- 
ment grand. Meme si nos difficultds dconomiques persis- 
tent encore. La rdvolte de 1'annde dernidre avait, notons- 
le, oonjugud les revendications dconomiques aux so uh aits 
d’dvolution politique. En relisant les documents, qui virent 
le jour k l'dpoque, nous pouvons d'ailleurs facileroent 
constater 1’ essence ddmocratique de ces dvdnements. 

Llmportance bistorique de la rdvolte va apparaitre 
graduellement. A mon avis, cette demidre constitue une 
vdritable ligne de ddmar cation entre, d’une part, un 
moddle de socidte ou dominaient les relations patriarcales 
et, d’autre part, un type de societd ddmocratique fonddesur 
b dtoyennetd , k laquelle aspirent profonddment la plupart 
des Jordaniens. 

Sur un autre plan, les campagnes jordaniennes avaient 
etd trait des pendant de longues anodes d’une manidre 
in juste par le pouvoir central. Un ddlaissement, qui 
explique sans doute que 1’dtincelJe des dmeutes ait jailli de 
Ma’an et de Tafileh. Il est enfin difficile d'imaginer 
comment la Jordanie pourrait entrer dans le XXIdrae sidcle 
avec des structures arcbaiques et inadaptdes aux mondes 
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tTaujourd’hui et de demain. . 

Je crois que le plus grand mdrite du mois d avnl 1989 
reside dans le fait qu'il nous a demontrd au grand jour que 
notre pays ne saurait se renouveler autrement que sur la 
base de la ddmocratie et du pluralisme. C’est dgalement 
pourquoi nous avons de fortes raisons de croire que le 
processus enclenchd par le “printemps jordamen ’ esi 
irreversible. 


La phytothdrapie, autrement dit les soins par les 
plantes, demeure presque inesfstante en Jordanie. 
L’idde que les plantes pourraient prdvenir de terri- 
bles maladies, comme le cancer, on douleureuses, 
comme les rhrnnatismes, parait encore exagdrde 
incroyable. Pen de gens attacbent de 1’importance k 
leur efficadtd poor se maintenir en bonne santd. 
Seale, “La Maison des Plantes” k Amman ofEre un 
traitement nature! pour la beautd et la forme. Mais 
sa propridtaire a dfi renoncd k proposer ses conseOs 
d’herboriste. Pour cause d’indiffdrence gdndrale. 




Kb*dtfeh Harrizi a mvesti ptm de 4.000 On an dam i'achat de plantes... En pare pate. 


D y a cinq anndes, Khadijeh 
Harrizi. une spddlaiste de la 
beautd par les plantes, dipldmde 
de I’Scole d'esthdtique “Vogue” 
de Paris, ou elle a dtudid pendant 
trois ans, a otxvert one “Maison 
des Plantes” & Shmeisani. EDe y 
propose au public des traitements . 
naturels pour la beautd et la santd 
de la pean et des cfaeveux. 

L'attitude des Jordaniens n’a 
cependant pas itipoodu k son 
attente. Bien au contrahe: «Ies 
gens ne sont pas encore prets k 
accepter ce genre de m£decme, 
expliqne-t-elle. Pent-dtre est-ce 
dd k 1'absence totale de ce genre 
de science en Jordanie. Presque 
personne n’a en effet de connaiss- 
ances soli des en phytotb6rapie», 

Cependant, nombreux sont 
ceux qui se disent «pour> l’utilisa- 
tion des produits naturels, allant 
jusqn'h darner la ndcessitd de 
cette mddecine douce. Mais ils 
prdfdrent les soins m&ficaux das- 
szques, plus prompts et efficaces 
poor attdnuer les douleus. 

«Taimerais bien essayer ies 
plantes, mais je n'ai pas les 
moyens et c’est plus facile d’aDer 
chez le m€dedn que d'etre obli- 
gee de snbir plusieurs stances 
pendant denx ou trois mois cbez 
une estb^tidenne herboriste. De 
phis, on ne peut pas prfivoir si ce 
.genie de traitement rtossira ou 
non>, soutient Sawsan Hijawi, 
une dtudiante de l'imiversit£ de ’ 
Jordanie. 

De 15 k 400 dinars 

Selon Khadijeh Harrizi, le prix 
des soins par les plantes depend, 
des besoins de chaque cbenL «ni 
n’y a pas de prix fixe. Qa varie 
selon les produits utilises. Votzs 
avez des soins qui cofitent 100 
dinars, d’autres 400». Un net- 
toyage de peau, cependant, ex- 
cbde rarement les 15 dinars. 

Les traitements, offerts par 
“La Maison des Plantes” durent 
entre on et six mois, selon la 
graviuS de la maladie et le temps 
n&essaire k la soigner. Le prix, 
{dutdt 61ev6, tient surtout au fait 
que Khadijeh Harrizi importe ses 
produits de France, «et cela coflte 
trds cher», avoue-t-elle. 

«En Jordanie, poursuit-efle, les 


gens pr6ferent les m^dednes k 
effet rapide aux traitements 
naturels de longue dor6e». De 
fait, beauconp de clients virtuels 
renoncent, faute de temps ou de 
patience. Aina de cette jeune 
femme, venae demander un 
traitement rapide contre l’acnfi. 
«EUe (bformah son visage, se 
rappelle Khadijeh Harrizi. Ce qui 
m’a surpris, c’est qu’elle voulait 
en fitre dEbarrassEe en quelques 
jours, parce qn’elle se mariait. 


Une autre diente, qui s'est adies- 
s6e k moi pour le m£me prob- 
16me, se disait prtte k suivre le 
traitement mais sans renoncer au 
maqinllageU. 

A chaque patient, le plus sou- 
vent des femmes. 1‘herboriste 
consacre en moyeune deux k trois 
beures par stance. «Je ne reqois 
le plus souvent que deux clientes 
par jour. Cest parfois 6puisant 
pour moi, parce qu'il m'arrive de 
passer une demi-journ£e k soig- 


ner et k preparer en laboratoire 
les produits n6cessaires k un seul 
traitemenu. 

Quelques clientes se plaignent 
de 1'inefficadre des soins pro- 
digies par “La Maison des 
Plantes". Sa propridtaire, elle, se 
-contente d’insister sur L'import- 
ance de leur persdvdrence et de 
leur respect des prescriptions. 

(suite page 6) 


Des ardmes pour plus d’efficacite dans le travail 

Un ISger parfum de productivity 


Les entreprises japonaises voot bientdt disposer 
d f one noaveBe anne pour iutter contre le stress et 
accroitre I’etiScadtS au travail de leurs employes: 
Paromachofogie, ou l f utilisation des ardmes. Une 
science toute nonvelle et tr&s prometteuse, & en croire 
son principal promoteor, Shiseido, num&ro un nippon 
des cosmitiques. 


L’idde de ddpart est simple: de 
mfime que la mosque est cen- 
s6e adoucir les meson, les boo- 
nes odeurs passent gdndrale- 
ment pour avoir un impact 
pootif sur le psychisme hn- 
main , les man vaises dtant com- 
battnes pour cause de reper- 
cussions ndfastes. 

Des eberefaeurs de la fiime 
Shiseido ont commence k se 
pencher sur ce banal constat il 
y a une dizaine cfanndes. Ds 
ont ainsi ddmontre sdentifi- 
quement que la lavande et la 
rose avaient un effet calmant, 
le citron et le cypres un effet au 
contraire stimulant, que le jas- 
min se rdvdlait un excellent 
anti-stress, tandis que la 
men the dvitait la somnolence. 

Une expdrience a mfime dtd 
meude pendant trois jours sur 
six femmes, travaillant sur des 
consoles d’ordina tears. Les 
rdsultats ont dtd partkulidre- 
ment cooduants, selon Yasa- 
haru Kawazoe, I'un des re- 
sponsables du secteur reefaer- 
die de Shiseido impliqod dans 
le jHojeL Les fetmnes, assure- 
t-fl, ont fait moms d’eneors et 


travaiDd nettement plus rite, 
one fois exposdes k on Idger 
parfum Doral. Mdme constat, k 
un degrd de productivity moin- 
dre cependant. lorsqu’elles ont 
dtd placdes dans un enrironne- 
ment aux odeurs boisdes. 

Un proeddd similaire dquipe 
.ddj& k Tokyo le sidge soda] de 
la Kajima Construction Com- 
pany, avec laquelle Shiseido 
s’est assodd I’an dernier pour 
mettre au point I'invention et 
poor la commerdaliser. «Nous 
pensons qu’il existe un grand 
marchd», souligne Yasaharu 
Kawazoe, en ajoutant que 
qu’un premier type d'dquipe- 
ment “aromatique” sera mis 
en vente avant mfime la fin du 
mois d’avril. Les ache tears 
po tend els seront, selon lui, les 
entreprises, les bdtels, mais 
aussi les centres commerdaux, 
od des ardmes spddalement 
dlabords pounont «TJeat-etre 
an jour» indter les clients k 

ache ter. 

. Pour 1’heure, les seals 
ardmes utilises par la Kajima, 
via le systdme d’air condition- 
nd, ont un effet stimulant ou 


relaxant. Une brochure, 
prdsentant le projet, envisage 
mfime un sednario plutdt 
alldchant pour les employenzs: 
citron apour rtvciUer les era- 
pioyds* le matin de 8h00 k 
'lObOO, suivi d'un Idger parfum 
floral «permettant la concen- 
tration)'. Le repas reste ino- 
dore. Lui succfident une 
pdriode de relaxation, favor- 
isde par le parfum boisd. puis 
un retour du citron pour don- 
ner du tonus k ceux qui se 
laissent tenter par la sieste. 
Regain ensuite de parfum flor- 
al, puis, en fin d’aprfis midi, 
reinjection de citron pour re- 
donner de la vitality aux em- 
ployds fatiguds. qui s’pprfitent 
k prendre le mdtro pour ren- 
tier chez eux. 

Les recherches effectudes 
par le numdro un nippon des 
cosmdtiques dans le domaine 
des aidmes sont dgalement k 
l’origine d’un “idveil aromati- 
que” commerrialisd par Seiko 
au prix de 72 dollars. 24 
secondes avant la sonnerie, 
l’engin diffuse un ddlicat par- 
fum k base de pin et d’eucaly- 
ptus. Mais, mfime dans ce sec- 
teur quasi inexplord, la con- 
currence se rdvdle d’ores et 
ddj4 rude. Kanebo, le numdro 
deux nippon des cosmdtiques 
vend aujourd’bui des cravates, 
des chaussettes et des coussins 
“aromatiques”. D’autres tra- 
vafllent k de nouvelles inven- 
tions. (D’aprds agences) 
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For all your 


Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service. 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIS KAWAR & SOSS 

Abdd H^mid Shard Street 
Shmeisani 
P O. Bo* 7SU6 
Amman. Jordan 
Tel. 6U4670. 004696 



Thefinti&best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabai Amman, near 
Ah!,yyah G/rfs School 

Taka any is swHdili 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:38-Midnighl 

TeL 633969 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 




QQ^DO: 


Saadi Real Estate 

687821/22 


MANDARIN 

Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Rawing pot is available 
nfctnwyn a fl" M« 
Open daily I2$0- 15-30 
18:00-11:30 

WadiSaqra Road- near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room-.! 


IIAIMITEL 

,l£j<|ljla 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTLJO 

ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 


/ CHEN? ^ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yamnouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Bfcrbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight y 


STUDIO HAIG 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicb 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
Siam 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 

20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



Between 
,1 st.fi 2nd. 
ircle 

JabeJ Amman 
Td: 654205 
Open For 


LUNCH & DINNER 

Jlilillili 


fA EASTERN 


PACKING. 

DOOR-TO-DOOR SERVICES. 
INTERNATIONAL FORWARDING. 
AIR 6; SEA FREIGHT. 


TEL : 621 775 FAX : 656 270 
TLX: 23 0 23 POB:$15 40S 

AMMAN-JORDAN 


MOVING ? 

bet Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of the works, 

Door to Door. 

Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 

ARAMEX * 


AUt CARGO 


Th e Regency flojqre Ho ld 

Dally Ramadan Iftar 

Buffet 

at Swimming Pool 

AL AILALE 

Roof Top Restaurant 

JD 7 BOO tor adults 
JD 3A00 tor children 
For reservation / 

CSHGOOOOB-15 A Jj 

l * AJ 1 
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EN BREF 


Arafat. Lc prdsident du comitd exdcutif de 1’OLP a effeemd mardi et 
mercredt une visile officielle de deux jours en Jordanie. Yasser 
Arafat s’est notamment entretenu avec le roi Hussein. Les deux 
homines ont dvoqud 1’immigration massive des juifs d’Europe de 
I’Est et d’URSS vers Israel et rdaffirmd leur soutien k l'lrak. Le 
souverain hachdmite et son hdte se sont par ailleurs prononeds «pour 
la tenue d’un sommet arabe & Bagdad avant la fin du mois de mai», 
autrement dit avant le prochain sommet sovidto-amdri cain - Yasser 
Arafat a ensuite rencontrd jeudi ie prdsident Saddam Hussein 
pendant six beures dans la capitale irakienne. 

Audience. Le roi Hussein a requ dimanche dernier une ddldgation 
du Parti communiste jordanien, *.pour la premi&re fois depuis 23 
ans^, a soulignd mercredi Issa Mdanat, membre du bureau politique 
du PCJ. Seul dlu communiste k (a Chambre des ddputds, M. Mdanat 
a quahfid cette rencontre d'<Hmponante». D s'agit selon lui d'un pas 
significanf sur la voie de la ddmocratisation en cours dans le pays, qui 
«a rompu la glace*- entre Amman et ie PCJ, interdit d’actiritfi depuis 
1957, k 1'instar des autres partis du royaume. 

Commdmoratioo. Une centaine de personnes ont manifestd pacifi- 
quement mardi dans la rdgion de Karak, a quelque 125 kilometres au 
sud d* Amman, pour commdmorer les dmeutes contre la vie chdre 
d’avril 1989. Les manifestams, qui scandaient des slogans de soutien 
au roi Hussein, ont ndanmoins rdaffirmd leur coldre face aux 
augmentations de prix tout en exprimant leur refus de «ttoute action 
de ddstabilisation» dans le pays. Les dvdnements d'avril 1989 avaient 
ddatd k Ma’an avant de s’dtendre k 13 autres villes, dont Karak, 
faisant 12 raorts et 112 blessds. 

Tourisme. Le tourisme a rapporte 270 millions de dinars, soit 400 
millions de dollars, & la Jordanie en 1989, a annoned cette semaine la 
banque nationale de Ddveloppement Industriel dans son rapport 
annuel. Le ministre du Tourisme, Abdel Karim Kabariri, avait 
indiqud le 21 mars dernier, qud ces recedes avaient dtd estimdes & 345 
millions en 1988, «soir 16% des rentrdes en devises du pays*. 11 avait 
ajoutd que le royaume hachdmite teuterait de •'doubler ses revenus 
touristiques» au cours des trois anndes d venir. 

tmptantatiftn La firme japonaise Honda a commencd jeudi k 
mettre en vente ses premieres voitures sur le marchd isradlien. Cette 
ddation fait suite k des ndgodations. qui ont durd deux ans entre 
l’entreprise nippone et Tel Aviv. Selon la presse isradlienne, Honda 
refusah jusqu'h prdsent de s’implanter dans I'Etat hdbreu par crainte 
d’un boycottage des pays arabes, notamment de 1’Arabie Saoudite et 
de la Libye. Pour conrourner cette menace, le constructed japonais 
propose en Israel des voitures importfies des Etats-Unis, oh dies ont 
dtd monUes. 

Fundrailles. Plusieurs centaines de personnes ont participd jeudi 
dans le “pays chrdtien” libanais aux fundrailles de 9 des 11 victim es 
du car scolaire atteint la veille par des francs-tireurs. Les cercueils, 
portds k bout de bras, dtaient suiris par la foule. qui criait sa col fire. 
Huit instituteurs et trois enfants, agds de 4 a 8 ans, avaient pdri 
mercredi brill ds rife dans un car scolaire, dont le rdservoir avait dtd 
touchd par des tirs. 

Visite papale. Le pape Jean-Paul II est arrivd hier en Tchdcoslova- 
quie pour une visite officielle de deux jours k 1’invitation du prdsident 
Vaclav Havel. Le souverain pontife a cdldbrd dans raprds-midi une 
messe a Prague, fl doit se rendre aujourd’bui en Slovaquie, bastion 
catholique, ou plus d'un million de fiddles sont attendus sur son 
passage. Le pape se rendra par ailleurs en Hongrie du 16 au 20 aoilt, 
a annoned jeudi k Budapest 1’dpiscopat hongrois. 

Nicaragua. Le Senat amdricain a adoptd jeudi soir k l’unanimitd un 
amendement prdvoyant le rdtablissement de relations diplomatiques 
entre le Nicaragua et les Ettats-Unis et exemptant de taxes k 
I’importation de nombreux produits de ce pays d' Amdriqtie centrale. 
Cette ddcision fait suite k 1‘ accord de cessez-le-feu signd quelques 
beures auparavant & Managua entre la contras et le gouvernement 
sandiniste. Get accord prdvoit un arret «effectif et ddfinitif» des 
combats, qui a pris effet Ie 19 avril k midi. 

• 

Mffterrand-Bnsh . Pour la sixifime fois en 14 mois, les presidents 
franqais et amdricain se sont rencontrds jeudi en Floride. Fran qo is 
Mitterrand et George Bush ont exprimd leur convergence gdndrale 
de vue sur la venir de I 'Alliance a tl antique, k Tissue de quatre beures 
d’entretiens. Les deux chefs d’Etat se sont notamment mis d’accord 
pour proposer k leurs partrnaires de ddbattre au cours d’un sommet 
avant la fin de 1’annde d’une adaptation de TOTAN aux bouleverse- 
ments en corns en Europe. 

Palme. Le “Financial Times'* a ddcemd vendredi au prdsident 
franqais Francois Mitterrand le titre de meilleur dirigeam mondtar- 
iste. dans un dditorial soulignant les bonnes perspectives dconomi- 
ques de la France en ce ddbut des anndes 1990. * Quelle est le 
dirigeant d’un grand pays, jadis prodigue, qui a dtd le plus disposd & 
accepter on taux de chfimage dlevd afin de ddbarrasser son pays du 
fidau de Tinflation?», interroge le quotidien amdricain. «Mme 
Thatcher est la rdponse qui parait la plus dvidente, mais elle n’est pas 
la bonne. La pahne du meilleur mondtariste revient & M. Mitter- 
rand* , assure le journal des milieux d’affaires. 

Eliminds. L'Olympique de Marseille ne disputera pas la finale de la 
coupe d’Europe des clubs champions. Les Marseillais, particulifire- 
ment malheureux, se sont inclinds mercredi en fin de partie face au 
Benfica de Lisbonne par 1 i 0. Les Portugais rencontreront en finale 
les Ittaliens de I’AC Milan, vainqueurs de Munich, le 23 mai & 
Vienne. Antre club ffanqais en compdtition intemationaJe, l’AS 
Monaco a dtd battue le meme jour par Gfines 2 k 0 en coupe des 
coupes. Les Italiens affronteront en finale les Beiges d’ Anderlecht, le 
9 mai k GSteborg. 


Du 10 au 21 mai b Cannes 

43eme Festival International du Film 


“Cyrano de Bergerac", de 
Jean-Paul Rappeneau, 
“Nouvelle Vague”, de Jean- 
Luc Godard, et les derniers 
Fellini, Tornatore, Kurosawa 
et Clint Eastwood figurent au 
menu du 43dme Festival inter- 
national du Film de Cannes 
(sud-est de la France), qui 
s’oirvrira le 10 mai prochain. 
La sdlection franqaise cora- 
prend trois longs mdtrages, 
tous en compdtition: “Cyra- 
no”, “Daddy Nostalgic”, rdal- 
isd par Bertrand Tavernier et 
“La Captive du Ddsert". de 
Raymond Depardon. 

A leurs cdtds entrent dans la 
course officielle 16 autres 
films, dont le dernier Gint 
Eastwood "White Hunter, 
Black Heart”, le nouveau 
Godard (avec Alain Delon) et 
les dernifires oeuvres de 
Giuseppe Tornatore ("Stanno 
Tutti Bene”), de David Lynch 
(“Wild at Heart") et un pre- 
mier film franco-sovidtique sig- 
nd Pavel Lounguine (“Taxi 
Blues”). Seul k reprdsenter le 
continent africain cette amide, 
“Tilai”, dTdrassa Quedraogo 
(Burkina Faso), participe dg- 
alement k la course k la Palme 
d’Or. 

Hors compdtition. on pourra 
voir “La Voce de la Lana” de 
Fiederico Fellini, “Non Ou la 


Vaine Gloire de Commander” 
de Manuel de Oliveira, ou 
encore “Korczak" du Polonais 
Andrzej Wajda. L'ouverture 
officielle de la 43d me ddition 
du Festival reriendra k Akira 
Kurosawa, avec “Akira Kuro- 
sawa’s Dreams” et la cJOture, 
le 21 mai, k Paul Schrader, 
rdalisateur de "Comfort of 
Strangers". 

Le jury de 10 membres sera 
prdsidd par ITtalien Bernardo 
Bertolucci. Il comprend 
notamment 1’actrice Fanny Ar- 
dent, ainsi que Frangoise 
Girond, Anjelica Huston, Ber- 
trand Blier, Christopher 
Hampton et Sven Nykvist. 

A noter par ailleurs que le 
Festival sera prdcddd, le 4 mai 
en avant- premiere, par la re- 
mise du premier prix 
“Uttdrature-Cmdma Carlton", 
destind k rdcompenscr un au- 
teur du septiime art. Les dcri- 
vains, prdcisent les organi- 
sateurs, sont en effet trop sou- 
vent «les oubtids* des grand es 
productions. 

Le jury, prdsidd par 1’actrice 
et dcrivain fran^aise Marie- 
France Pisier, compte 18 mem- 
bres, parmi lesquels les dcri- 
vains Tabar Ben Jelloun 
(Maroc), Georges Conchon, 
Rdgjne Deforges et Rdmo For- 
lani. 
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Les squatts £ Paris 

L’ttnivers des rats... et des hommes 


En trois ans, Je nombre d’immeobles occupis iltegale- 
mwl £ Paris a quintuple. Ineapabks de payer des foyers 


exorbitant, de nombrenx immigrfs disputent anx rats 
des “ squatts ” snrpenptes et Umnondes. 


Paris, la ‘ViUe des Iumi&res”, 
prend parfois des allures de Cal- 
cutta-sur-Seine. Dans le 2Gfime 
arrondissement de la capitale 
frangaise, I’un des plus popaiaires 
et des phis denses, des immigrfis 
africains dispa tent aux rats le 
droit de vme dans des "squatts” 
surpeuplds et immoodes. 

Selon la mairie de Paris, le 
nombre d’immeobles occupy 
fllfigalement dans la ville & quin- 
tuple ea trots ans, passant de 36 a 
la fin de 1986 a 187 en ce debut 
d’anufie. Presque tous sont situfis 
dans le nord de la capitale et 
abriteat surtoat des families afri- 
caines, affirme les responsables 
munictpaux. 

Ainsi de Mamadon, un Sfinfiga- 
lais de 27 ans, gagnfi par le 
dfisespoir. Car an bon emploi, en 
1'occarrence peintre en bfitnnent, 
et la carte de sfijour rfig- 
lementaire qu’il serre dans sa 
pocbe ne lui sont d'aucuu secours 
pour tioover un appartement. 
«Noir et immigrfi, id, je ne vis 
pas, je survis», djt-D tristement. 

Alors Mamadou, arriv6 en 
France en novembre 1980, las de 
voir les portes se fenner cfaaque 
ibis qu’fl se prfisente devant un 
(ogement ft toner, a trouvfi refuge 
dans un “squatt” avec one soix- 
antaine de ses compagnons d’in- 
fbrtune, originaires du Sfinfigal et 
da Mali. Tous munis de pa piers 
en rfigle, qu'ib exbibent volon- 


tiers, fls oat eotassfi ieurs maigres 
bagages dans dnq "pieces” fipar- 
pillfies autour d’une cour aux 
pavfis dficbaussfis. 

Des caves, plutdt que des 
pieces. Dans 15 ilz, la surface 
moyenne de chacune d’eUes, face 
a une hicarne dfiglingufie, surdes 
morceaux de linoleum que vien- 
nent grignoter les rats, se che- 
vaucbent des kits superposes deux 
a deux et sfiparfis par un simple 
tissa aocrodfe k de vieux bouts de 
ficelle. Comtne si Mamadou et 
ses amis cberchaient encore, mal- 
grfi tout, ft protfiger un semblant 
d'imimirfi. on semblant de digni- 
ty. «Vrvre comme ga toute notre 
vie, ga revient k n’avoir pas vficu 
du tout*, estime Pun de ces Afri- 
cains. 

Tous out demandfi a toe logfis 
dans des foyers pour mmngrfis 
mais se sont heuitfis au manque 
de places. Sekra le Foods d’action 
sod ale pour les travailleors im- 
migrfis et Ieurs families (FAS), 3 
y a a Paris 42 foyers, disposant en 
font de 8.419 Uts. Les HLM 
(habitations i layer modfirfi) doi- 
vent figalement faire face ft une 
proliferation des dernandes. 

Les autoritfis locales tentent de 
lutter centre la multiplication des 
"squatts". «Ces occupations 
sauvages ne sont pas acbmssibles, 
car dies pfinaHsent les families 
priori tai/es, susceptibles d’fitre 
logics dans ces immeubles*. 




WASSEZ-MOI MON FRANCA IS 
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La rubrique de Flavia Romero 

Comprendre la peinture 

Ave Egepa! 

Cest toi qui m’a demandfi de t’ficrire, done supporte moi 
avec stolcisme. Dfis la semaine prochaine, je vais recom- 
mencer k te parler de ma Jordanie, de notre Jordanie. 

Dans ma dernifire lettre, j’ai dficrit I’finorme travail qu’il 
faut au peintre pour erfier ses oeuvres. Aujourd’hui, je 
poserai un grand point d'inteirogation devant 1’ affirmation 
gfinfiralisfie, qui veut que la grande peinture soit ft la portfie 
du jugenient de tout le monde. II a beaucoup de personnes 
qui affirment ne pas comprendre pofisie ou musique, mais 
on n’etendra presque jamais dire la meme chose k propos 
de la peinture. . 

Pourquoi? Pourtant, la peinture est aussi un art, expri- 
mant done une vfiritfi trfcs vaste, uifiverselle, qui, n’fitant 
point tide k un usage pratique, est done bien difficile k 
saisir. La raison de ce contresens rfiside-t-elle dans le fait 
que la peinture, soit-elle figurative ou abstraite, nous 
rappelle des choses? Un coucher de soleil, le visage d’une 
personne aimfie, la couleur de la mer; elle peut provoquer 
notre indignation pour l’in justice ou nous donner la 
nostalgie de la paix champfitre: dans tous ces cas, nous 
avons tendance & donner au tableau une valeur proportion- 
nelle aux sensations que 1’histoire qu’il nous raconte 
provoque en nous, et e’est peut-fitre bien lft que nous nous 
figarons dans notre jugement. 

Le sourire (phiJosopfaique ou niais?) de "La Joconde” a 
fait couler des fleuves d’encre, mais ce n'est pas ce sourire 
qui fait la beautfi du tableau. XI nous parie simplement de 
Leonardo en taut qu'homme et peut intdresser le psycho- 
logy ou I’anthropologue, mais il n'est pas exemplaire de la 
grandeur artistique de Leonardo. Les problfemes picturaux 
d’un artiste sont tout autres. Us se basent sur une technique 
pour exprimer la vision qu’il a du monde et sa pofisie; ils 
sour dent de sa profonde culture. II faut s’entendre sur ce 
mot: connaitre par cceur des dates et faits, etre capable 
d'dtaler des citations classiques, ne ddnote pas une culture, 
mais tout simplement une bonne mdmoire, souvent meme 
une profonde bdtise. La culture est quelque chose qu’on 
digdre, qui se transforme en nous en nous transformant la 
vie, parce qu'elle devient partie intdgrante de notre 
profond. Plus grande est la culture, plus le point de vue sur 
un trfcs vaste nombre de choses est original, "souffert”, et 
finit par les ddvoiler comme faisant partie d'un tout 
organique. Facile k dire... C'est pour cela que les gdnies 
sont exceptionnels. 

Le grand peintre possdde ce genre de culture profonde, 
soutenue par une intuition pergante. Comme on reconn ait 
par son denture le degrd de capadtd intellectuelle de 
chacun et que le genre d’dcriture change avec les temps, 
ainsi les moyens techniques des artistes sont I’expression de 
leur monde intdrieur et de leur dpoque. Leonardo s’dtait 
posd. entre autres, le problfime de la lumifire; Uccello, de 
ia perspective; les impressionnistes avaient aboli le contour 
du dessin pour rendre forme et lumidre par d'innombrables 
traits paralldles de couleurs pures; les cubist es exprimaient 
1'objet dans sa totalitd tridimensionneile en n’usant que de 
deux dimensions; les futuristes ddcrivaient la succession du 
mouvement dans le momentum du tableau. Chaque peintre 
passe sa vie k essayer de rdsoudre des probldmes techni- 
ques pour mieux exprimer son monde intdrieur, mais. si 
nous regardons ses asuvres loin dans le temps, on arrive k 
voir que tous les grands d'une mfime dpoque (artistes ou 
scientifiques) ont eu la mdme intuition aigue et Font 
exprimde chacun selon sa propre specialisation. 

Quand un erdateur affirme sa vdritd, il y a (et pas 
toujours) un infime nombre de personnes qui la compren- 
nent. Toujours pour user de notre exemple,, nous les 
profanes aujourd'hui acceptons les implications de i’fiqua- 
tion d’Einstein, non pas parce que nous les avons digdrdes. 
mais parce que nous nous fions au nombre de personnes 
sdrieuses qui les ont dtudiees, expdrimentdes et finaiement 
comprises, et qui nous disent qu'elles sont vTaies. Pourtant, 
71 ans se sont dcoulds depuis que cette petite formule a did 
publide. Pour la peinture. c’est exactement la meme chose. 

Or, si nous avons le droit et le devoir absolus d’accrodier 
& nos murs ce qui nous plait et nous donne de la joie, ceia 
ne veut pas encore dire que nous avons choisi de la bonne 
peinture en absolu. Elle ne sera qu ’aussi bonne que nos 
connaissances spddfiques en la matifire, notre ouverture 
d’esprit, en bref notre propre culture. 

Pouff..-! Je suis hors de souffle. Vale Egerial 

PS: J'aimcms Men reccvoir unc rfponse de ce Fnvqais, avec lequet j’ai 
eu uae dtecussioa d propos de peiature, le mardi 27 mais, au soir. 


pidtead Didier Bariani, maire du 
20dme arrondissement, en faisant 
allusion anx 50.000 demandeun 
de HLM. 

M. Bariani ddpjore ^alement 
que «la Prefecture de police de 
Paris refuse de recorair k la force 
publique*, pour dvacuer les 
squatters, des lors que des avis 
(Texpnlsion ont did rendus. Plo- 
sieuis associations et organisa- 
tions syndicates s’dl&vent centre 
ces affirmations- Selon des re- 
sponsables de la CFDT (syndicat 
de gauche), la sdlectiou des dos- 
siers pour (’attribution d’une 
HLM se fait souvent sur un cri- 
t&re racial. «Cest souvent une 
question de couleur de peau*, 
soutienuent Michel Martet et 


Kficbel Devacbt, responsables de 
la c ommission logement de la 
CFDT & Paris. 

M. Niakake, un Malien em- 
ployd dans une sotidtd de net- 
toyage et pdre de sept enfauts, ne 
ddmentira pas ces propos. In- 
scrite depuis 1982 sur le fiebier 
des prioritaires pour 1’octroi 
d’une HLM, sa famOJe occope 
toujours Qfegakment un loge- 
ment. La porte de r appartement 
garde encore les traces gristoes 
du chlore et des gaz lacry- 
mogdnes, que des hommes mas- 
quds ont rdpandns en aofit 1989 
dans la cage dTescalier de l’im- 
meuble, dans te but d'eu dia»»r 
dgfinitivement les habitants. 
(D’apfes agences) 



dee jftnn de CdnttHV- 


Les Jordaniens et la phytotherapie 

(Suite de la page 5) 


ne soffit pas de venir une fois ou 
deux par an. Car le traiteinent ne 
donnera dvidemment pas les 
fesultats d6sifes», avertit-elle. 

Bayan Abdel Haq. une phar- 
marieune de l’universife de Jor- 
danie qui a fait trois nettoyages 
de peau avec les plantes, estime 
pour sa part obtenir de bo ns 
fesultats et affirme «quc ce genre 
de traitement est important pour 
la peau, parce qu’il present des 
produits naturels. Ils sont bons* 
m£me si I’on ne souffre pas de 
probfemes stoeux. Les plantes 
entretiennent la fraicheor et le 
renouvellement de l’6piderme». 

M€me son de cloche favorable, 
chez une autre phannadenne, qui 
a regu on traitement k "La 
Maison des Plantes”. «Tai regu 
des soins du visages pendant trois 
mois, expfiqoe-t-elie. Je voulais 
me ddbaiTasser d’une acn6 qui 
me dgformait le visage. Avant 
infime la fin dn traitement, j’ai vu 
ma peau redevenir normale. A 
prfisent, je ne souffre plus de ce 
problfime». 

La phytothfirapie reste cepcn- 
dant one science mal aimfie dans 
le royaume. Bien que certains 
Jordaniens utilisent traditiou- 
neUement les plantes pour soig- 
ner quelques maladies sans gravi- 
fe. «Quelques plantes se rfivfilent 
dangerenses, si Ton ne sait pas 
dans quelle proportion exact es il 
faut les otihser, remarqoe une 
pharraadenne. La piupart ont des 
proprifitfis spfidfiques, qui aident 
k lutter contre de nombre ux 
maux, k condition de r es p ecte r 
les prescriptions)*. 

Le sond 
contre le cancer 

«Une plante commune comme 
le soua, par exemple, semble 
poovoir jouer un rdfe important 
dans la prevention de certains 
cancers, d’aprfis les fituefes de 
certains scientifiques, assure 
Khadrjeb Harrizi. D suffit de 
boire deux tasses par jour d’une 
dissolution de 20 k 30 grammes de 
fleur par litre d’eau». 

Autre plante mfididnale, la 
rcinc des pres combat efficacc- 
ment les rhumatismes et la mig- 
raine, tout autant que les infec- 
tions des voies urinaires. On lui 
connait aussi des vertus sudorifi- 
ques (qui favorisent la transpira- 
tion). «Cest unc sorte d’aspirine 
vdgfitale, doufie de puissantes 
proprifitfis anti-inflanunatoires et 
anti-rhumatismales», prficise 
i'herboriste. «D y a d' autres 
phuites efficaces et k portfie de 


main, comme le thym, 1'ail, le 
haricot ou la carotte, mais 
beaucoup de gens ignorant Ieurs 
qualitfis», pomsmt-elle. 

Le thym, par exemple, peut 
toe utilisfi sous toutes les formes: 
en compresses, en boissons, en 
bains, en shampooings ou encore 
en dentifrices. H se ifivfile efficace 
pour attfinuer la fatigue, soigner 
les infections intestinal es ou les 
troubles digestifs, alors que les 
bains de thym calment les 
douleurs ihumatismales. 

L’ail figure parmi les plantes 
les plus conn lies et les plus utili- 
ses dans la cuisine mfiridionale. 
«Tavais {’habitude d’en prendre 
chaque matin, ficrasfi, avec un 
verre d’eau, raconte Khadijeh 
Harrizi. En prendre ifigufifire- 
ment a un effet bfinfifique eu cas 
dliypertension ou de petites in- 
fections de l’intestin ou des 
poumons, entre autres*. 

En mfidedne, on utilise d’ores 
et dfijk la racine frakhe de la 
carotte, dont la fiouleur rouge 
provient d’un pigment appelfi 
carotfine. Cest ce carotene, qui 
coufere k ce lfigume ses prop- 
rifitfis essentieUes. D est intfires- 
sant de 1'utiliser contre les mala- 
dies de la peau, ou en cas de 
trouble de la vue, ou encore pour 
assurer use bonne croissance aux 
enfants. Le carotene aqgmente 
enfin la resistance de la peau aux 
rayons ultra-violets du Soldi et 
fadlite le bronzage. 

La iavande, elle, est d’abord 
connue comme anti-mites. Mais 
elle peut aussi aider k lutter con- 
tre les effets d’une piqhre de 
serpent, contre les brfllures ou 
contre l’acafi, ou encore toe ap- 
pliqufie sur une plaie. L’alcool de 
Iavande se rfivfile enfin efficace 
en friction pour dfioongestionner 
les voies respiratoires. 

L’ortie blanche est un astrin- 
gent EUe est ansa rfigfinfirante, 
anti-rides et bfinfifique pour la 
circulation du sang. «On la trouve 
en Jordanie, dans les champs. On 
peut l'employer en infusion, & 
raison de 25 k 40 grammes d’ortie 
par litre d’eau», expfiqoe Kha- 
(fijeh Harrizi. 

De quoi faire regretter k la 
proprifitaire de “La Maison des 
Plantes” 1’imposa bilitfi de prati- 
quer la phytothfirapie k Amman 
et son cantonnetneift dans les 
traitements esthfitiqne et hygifini- 
que de la peau. D’autant que son 
rfive Ini a cofltfi cben «Tai perdu 
plus de 4.000 dinaR en important 
des plantes que personne 
n’achfite. Elies sont entassfies id 
et sont pfirimfies en grande 
partie*. 

Sawfa Kfiani. 


Heure d’6t6 

A vos montres 

La Jordanie passera vendredi prochain k ITieure d’fitfi. 
Le 27 avril k OOhOO, il vous faudra done avancer vos 
montres et rfiveils d’une heure. Cette mesure mettra 
notamment fin au dficalage horaire avec la Syrie et Israel, 
qui sont passfis k Theure d'fitfi le ler avril. 



Enqu§te 

Qui sont les soldats 
charges de mater rintifada? 

I .’ imme nse majoritfi des observateurs, y compris la presse 
israfilienne, en convient: pins le soulfivement palestmien se 
prolonge, fai ymt toujours prenve de vitahtfi et dfimontrant use 
emfaiTance insoupgaonfie, plus f occupation israfifenue se trans- 
formerauner^pressfonsystfimatique. Desintellectnelsisraeiiens 
s’eu mqufetaient d'aiDmrs rficemment, en dfioongant ie recours 
de plus en plus dfilibfite k la torture par I’annfie, la police et les 
services de reaseiguemeut. 

Cette fivolution, trfis nette dans les rangs de Tsahal, mfirite 
qu’on s’y airfite. Pour se donander notamment qui sont les 
consents et les rfiservistes en charge de ia “sale guerre” dans les 
teiritoires occupfis. Selon 1’enquto, que pabbe cette sema in e 
notre confrere le "Sttar”, le paramtoe le frfns important k 
pre ndre en considfiration est I’origme gfiographique des consents 
et des rfiservistes de 1’armfie israfilienne. 

La grande majoritfi des appeifis, qui, k l’fige de 18 ans, dohrcnt 
accomplir nn service militaire de 3 annfies, sont des juris 
orientanx, note l'hebdomadaire jordameu. Les Sfifarades re- 
pnSsentaieut en effet 65% des effectiis de 1’armfie r6gnlitie en 
1989. Ds y fitaient deux fois plus nombreux que les Ashkfinazes, 
originaires d ’Europe. 

Ce constat prend toute sa signification k la hnmfire dn niveau 
d’fiducatitm de la "communautfi” sfifarade dlsrafil. Bien que les 
jeunes juife orientanx fonneat les deux tiers de la jeunesse 
taafilienne, gnfire plus de 10% d’entre eux obtierment leur 
baccalaurfiat, nficessaire poor entrer k l’aniverritfi. 

Cet fidiec scolaire se refifite Ams les rangs des rfiservistes, 
figalement otUisfis dans les teiritoires occupfis. Fame de qualifica- 
tion, au sein d’une armfie qm figure parmi les plus sophistiqtfees 
du globe, les Sfifarades constituent le gros de la troupe. Del’avcu 
mfime des responsables israfilieus, 80% des simples soldats et 
seulement 30% des grades (bas echelon) sont des juifs orientaux. 
Lear nombre devient u^igeable panm les officiers de bam rang. 

90% des jeunes qui entrant k I’amveisitfi fitant des Ashkfinazes, 
c’est parmi eux que Tsahal cboisit ses cadres. Cest aussi a eux que 
Tarmfie accorde le plus de derogations en pfiriode de rappel sous 
les drapeaux, leur presence s’avfirant indispensable au sein de 
1’appareO civil. 

Les seals readies disponibies pour la rfi p resskm de lTntifada 
stmt done des soldats parfois Qlettrfis, souvent fimitfis inteUeo- 
tuellement, la piupart du temps prfits k tout. Y co mpris aux plus 
sales besognes. Leur “endoctrinement” devient d'antaut phis aisfi 
qu’ils n’ont rien k lui opposer. D’ofi, sans dome, le nombre filevfi 
de Sfifarades, qm, a prfig le service mili taire initial, s’engagent 
dans la police ou deviemient gardiens de prison. 

Si cette politique de recrutemeot se rfivfile nficessaire pour les 
dirigeants israfilieus, qui refusent toujours tout tfialogue direct 
avec les Palestmiens, elle inquifite de nombreux autres respons- 
ables du pays. Y compris r armfie, qui fart face k des suicides de 
soldats de phis en plus nombreux. Le dernier en date, qui s’est 
produit mercredi, porte k 37 1c nombres de cas enregtsttfis depuis 
un an. 

A. R. 


CINEMA I TELEVISION 


“ Ham Christian Andersen”, 
de diaries Vidor, avec Danny 
Kaye, Ztd Jeanmaire, Farley 
Granger et John Qualen (1952). 
LTnstcrire romanefie de Tficrivain 
danois du XEXe sifide. L’nna- 
gjnation pofitique, qui caractfir- 
isen ses efilfibres “Contes”, est la 
grande absente du film, en forme 
de comfidie musicale.. 
Malheureusement. 

Cetera ateEricafa, cHm—che 22 et 
jeaffi 26 avrfl k 1AM (eu aagWs). 


EXPOSITIONS 


Mathfimatiqne en Mfiditerranfie. Prfitfie par le musfie dTiistoire de 
Marseille, 1’exposition se composent de panneanx retragant l’aveu- 
tnre des maths depuis les tablettes babykmiennes jusqu’au tbfiorfime 
de Fermat (nurnfi ration, thfiorie des nombres, fiquations algfibriques, 
gfiomfitrie, astronomie...). 

Cetera ttetu d frengds, juaqe ’an ilhuurbr 79 avriL BaMe Bn. T«: 
636445. 


Livres. L’apprenti 
actueUement disponib 
British council. 

Brid* coodji 
Jim de ffliM i 18M0. Eatrfe 


de 1’ anglais, selon les mfithodes 
, figure parmi les thfimes de Pexposition dn 


25 avrB. L’eteoaltSou eat anverte ton kc 


CONFERENCES 


Petra. Le professeur Kenneth Russel prfisente les rfisultats d’une 
rficeute fitude "ethno-bistorique” consaerfie an site montagneuxeta 
priori mho^pitalier de Petra. 

ACOK, mardi 24 anfl 6 SOhtB (ca annals). 


“Les Peries de la Coaroaae”, 
de Sacha Guitry avec Raima et 
Axietty (15137). A la recherche de 
sept peries noires, depuis 1’fipo- 
quede la rrine de Saba jusqu’aox 
temps modentes... 

Cetera eteturdfUangalB, hmS 23 avrfl 
k 2Qh30 (sous-tMrfi ea arabe). 

Cinfi-dub. Durant le mois de 
Ramadan: un seal long mfitrage 
quotidien k 20h30. 

Dimauche 22: “The Double 
Man”, de Franklin Schaffner, 
avec Yul Brynner. Qive Revill, 
Anton Drifting et Britt Ekland 
(1968). Ud agent de la CIA en- 
qufite sur la mort de son fils. 
Fausse nouvelle mais ’vrai pifige. 
Authentiquc sfirie B. 

Luadi 23: PNC Le film sera 
projetfi an Centre cultural royal, 
en collaboration avec 1’ Associa- 
tion narionale de dfifense des 
oonsommateurs. 

Mard 24: “Licence to kill”, de 
John Gleen, avec Thhnoty Dal- 
ton et T. Soto (1989). James 
Bond contre un card de la drogue. 
007 devient sfirieux, c’est dom- 
mage. La tradition d’action est 
dependant prfiservfie. 

Me r cre di 25: “Mosquito Coast”, 
de Peter War, avec Harrison 
Ford (1987). L’utopie tragjque 
(Tun Amfiricain, qui tente de 
exfier une nouvelle sodfitfi sur une 
petite He perdue. A voir. 

Jodi 26: “Southern Comfort”, 
de Waiter HDJ (1985). Quand one 
brigade deTartnfie amfiricaine'se 
retrouve en guerre contre des 
dvils, qui la rejette... Bof. 

Vcndmff 27: “Big TrooWe in 
Uttie China", de Jtrim Carpen- 
ter, avec Kurt Russel (1988). La 
hitte entre one manvaise toe, qui 
tente de se rfitnesmer dans Chi- 
natown en sfiduisant des jeunes 
femmes aux yeux verts, et un 
homme an cceur d’ange.Incomm. 

Sameifi 28: "Big”, de Penny Mar- 
shall, avec Tom Hanks, Robert 
Loggia et Jared Rushton (1989). 
Un adolescent devenu grand 
gr&oe k une machine k exancer les 
veeux. Petit film. 

Films ea version originate. 
T&603901. Route de PuteranM de 
juoAflK, piuscix a draftee apes 
PhMd Jteaka pub prttert k 
Le cte6-dnb se t r u e k en- 
sar h gasrhr. 


WMANCHE 

10» - “Astfirix et la Surprire de 
Cfisar” (2): dessin admfi. Les men- 
tores cT Astfirix et Ob^x, iirfiducti- 
bles 

18b60 - Des Gbffres et des Lenrec 

jeu. 

18U5 - L*Ecoie des Fins, an aafie 
par Jacques Martin etco asa erfe oette 
semaine an trontee Age. 

19bQ0 - Le JonmaL 

19hl5 - Asjoonftani ea France: 

loagBZinc 

UJNDI 

17h35 - “On a rctrouvfi la That 
CompagpkT: fifan. La co m p egn a r eo . 
qnestioa avait dopant la semasoe 
dernifire... 

19h00 - Le JonrzmL 

BUS - Magazine sportif bebdoma- 

ddre. 

MARDI 

UU5 - Des Ouffres et des Lettrcs: 

Sh35 - E space francophone: 
doc nm aut al r e sur les pays de langoe 
fr anga ise. Cette semaine: le CSme- 
rooa. 

19M0 - Le JouniaL 
19U5 - AnjonnThm en J tndaulg 
m^azine local rfiafisfi et prfaeatfi par 
Saleh Madi. 

MERCREDI 

1AM - La Valise en Carton (4), on 

nastoire romanefie de la riianlinsB - 

d’ariane portagaise Linda de Suza. 

19HD • Le JbnrnaL 

19hl5 - Le Ver de Terre: 

doouneutaire. 


JEUDI 

18U0 - Des Chiffr es et des L ettr c s : 
jea. 

18h3D - La Oiamnr anx Chansons 
fi mtmiuH de vaiifitfis frangaises, am* 
mfe par Pascal Sovran. 

1AM - Le JonmaL 

19bl5 - Science k la Unc: 

documentatre. 


VENDREDI 

17hl5 - “Les Marifis de I’An IT, de 
Jean-Panl Rappenean, avec Jeaa- 
Panl Belmondo et Marifine Jobert 
Les a v e ntn re s <Tnn jrane boumie, 
dote I'opritfioulear hu a vda d’etre 
expatrifi ven le Nonvean Moode dans 
les de mi ferea annfies de h roya u tfi 



Mots croisds 

I 

abcdefghi j 



Horizon tafemaiL 

1: pour changer du noir ct Wane. 2: 
hostile. 3: petit rmsseau; bouger. 
4: tirera. 5: pas deux; repose 
allongfi 6: artide; rficolte. 7: font 
la guerre; artide. 8: infimtif; reflft- 
tfi. 9: He; au tennis. Hk fiphicM- 
renL 


Ve rtfcahui t at . 

A: en rood. B: Organisation des 
Nations-Unies; raconte. C; id. D: 
susceptible. E: ne pleurere pas; 
artide. F: arbres; proDOtn. G: 
teUement; fiieodue cTeau. H: en 
deboa des low. U bfttir. J: man- 
que; i*nn des points cardinaux. 


(SotetioB la awsht prochatee) 

Solution de la grille N. 6: 


Horizoatabment. 

1 } permanent. 2: fimeuve; ire. 3: 
Rfi; ratifies. 4: su; fiiu. 5: it; 
raleoti. & fee; non; an. 7: lacs; in. 
8: at; chicnnc. 9: gai; et; es. Ik 
ficraseras. 


Vertkalement: . 

A: persiflage. B: fimeute; lac. C: 
rfi; el; ir. fit murer, ac. E: avaian- 
ches. F: n&olosrtfi. G: en. H: me. 
Is t re m ain e s . J: es; innfis. 


LE SAVIEZ-VOUS 


BEAUX RESTES. Le fossilc d’un Ichtyosaurns, reptile marin de 
m k 190 millions d’annfio^ a fitfi dficouvert le 25 mars dans le Doubs 
(Est de la France). Mis fcjoor dans une plaque de sdtiste, la trace de 
la cha rm an t e bfibftte, dont le poids devait atteindre une tonne, 
mesure 3,5 mtoes. 

RETRECISSEMENT. Le Soleil rtofidt phts vite qu’on le pensait, 

sekm les fitudes de plusieurs scientifiques de I’Acadfimie chinoise des 

sciences. L’observatoire de Shanghai vient de rtvdfe que le rayon de 
rastrc (0,7 million de kDomtoes) avail dinnnufi de 410 km entre 1715 
et 1987, annfie d’fidipse ayant permis les calcnls. Les chercfaems 
chinois n’ont donnfi aucunc explkation gk cette contraction, indiquaiit 
sunjtoneut qu'elle aflait sfirement modifier le dimat de la Terre. Les 
sdenti&pws estiment nfiuamoins que le Soleil conserve asscz 
d fineigie pour continuer k brfiler pendant 5 milliards d'aimdes. 

Bush a gaga6 456 7 *° doltavea 
1989, dont 189.167 de salaue, revenns sor ksouds 3 a navd 101.382 
doUara d’hote Le prfisident amfiricain eTSi fipouse 

fart don de prfede 38.000 doUara ft dtverses oeuvres de 
chantfi. Outre le salaire de prfiadeut, les revenus de M Bush 
gwennentTOtanTOieii^im fonds de placement gferg en son aom, 
rfivfile sa firaille d mxpOts. , 


Probitoe N. 7 




Les Hma ppte ea dnq cm 
S ntntinn da jpraMtoe N. 6: 


** m te demx vmfc 

^bdSnn du prohfenre N. & ' 


B. 16-20; N. 23-16; B. 7-4; N. 16-7; B. E2*4 
31-28; N. 5-14; B. 28-23; N. 27-2(h B. 

24-6; N. 3-10; B. 4-18. 




- Le Journal. 

1M15 - Portraits: doemnentaira sur 
les fe mme s dans le monde du travail. 
Cette s emaine: 1'onmgfire. 

SAMEDI 

17h30 - flaaipi Elysfies: fahriop de 
vaiifitfis de M. Dnxftcr. Inritfi: Pat- 
rick BnxeL 
1AM - Le JonmaL 
1A1S - Des A rtistes ao Vert Qaiaat 
doenmeutair e. 










iBen&ve real estate profits and Increasing press-ore for boosmgin Jordan's urban areas bare led to an alarming sitnatioa of disappearing agrlcnttaral buds, according to experts (Photos by Saeda Kflani) 



By Saeds Kflanf 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Taking a walk in the 
.• streets of Jordan could be suffo- 
- eating; braidings that lack ail the 
fafiKtieg for a healthy urban life 
cram the streets; the slopes of 
Amman hills, once oovered with 
“ a green blanket of plants and 
tmes are now dotted with grey, 
• unfinishe d buildings; and the bed 
' of Zarqa. River is now covered 
with concrete and asphalt and car 
fumes fiD the air with carbon 
monoxide. 

^ trees, dowers, plants and 
beautiful scenes becoming some- 
thing to long for, Amman has 
become a place of stone and 
. concrete structures with little 
space for a park or two. Those 
who lack the means to visit Jerash 
•7^ or the Jordan Valley on an outing 
are seen gathering under whatev- 
er trees are available in and 
around Amman or the few foun- 


concrete jungle — threats 


PEOPLE seem to have a tendency to forget 
that current problems of malnutrition, 
pollution and lack of natural scenery are 
but the outcomes of inappropriate use of 
their own lands. Yet, lack of environmen- 
tal awareness among the pubiic and the 
deficiency of previous planning seem to call 
on the competent authorities along with the 
public to envisage dangers that threaten 
our future. 


a different kind 


tains in the capital. 

The Second Circle in Jabal 
A mman brims at nigh t with peo- 
ple spending boors, obstcnibly 
enjoying the “scene” of cars and 
buddings. 

The problem hashgrown more 
of a problem of lack of spots 
where Che public could relax after 
a day of hard work. It has ex- 
tended to a more fundamental, 
issue: Agricultural lands are 
being transformed into populated 
areas, to the benefit of a handful 
of people who exploit farmlands 
by converting them into commer- 
cial areas at inflated prices, 
according to environmentalists. 

“In fact, real estate trade is 
more profitable than merely ex- 
ploiting land for agriculture,” 
says a wealthy landowner speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity. 
“To tell the tru t h , I made more 
profit in one year from renting 
apartments than I have gained 
from selling crops in five years.” 


The Jordanian law gives free- 
dom to the owners to utilise lands 
for what they see appropriate. 
According to a study carried out 
by Professor Subhi Qasem and 
published in a book entitled “The 
Agricultural Sector of Jordan and 
Systems Studies,” the law decrees 
that every person who has land 
registered in his name has the 
right to sell, rent, mortgage, lend, 
cultivate; to benefit from any- 
thing that grows in it without 
work; to cut or plant with any 
tree; to cultivate land with any 
crop for his benefit; to take down 
or construct a house, a store, a 
factory or any other building he 
needs for farming and to use its 
soil for brick malting or sell what 
is in it of soil or rocks. 

Elias Salameh. director of wa- 
ter studies and research at the 
University of Jordan, raises con- 
cern that tiie exploitation of agri- 
cultural lands may cause an enor- 
mous increase of dependence on 


imported food, which be expects 
to rise from 60 per cent at present 
to 80 per cent in the year 2000. 
Migration from the rural areas 


to urban regions, where more 
facilities and means of living are 
available than in the countryside, 
has increased pressure on the 


cities to build more bousing units. 
At the same time, horizontal 
expansion is the rule of the day, 
according to Salameh. “It means 
that people tend to build villas or 
buildings of three storeys or less, 
leaving little space for planting 
trees or for agricultural lands and 
depriving the land of subterra- 
nean waters,” he explains. 
"Perhaps this is due to the peo- 
ple’s tendency to privacy and 
individuality. They prefer to live 
alone rather than sharing a build- 
ing with others.” 

Division of inherited land 
among several heirs is seen as 
another factor in limiting the 
development of agricultural land 
in the Kingdom. Qasem, a Uni- 
versity of Jordan professor, says 
in his study that fragmentation of 
land has had a negative impact 
because the size of most land- 
holdings in rain-fed areas do not 
constitute economic units of pro- 
duction which can support the 


average fanner and his family. 

What compound the problem is 
the increasing demand for hous- 
ing units due to the natural in- 
crease in population is the rising 
price of land, encouraging farm- 
land owners to look for better 
profits than in farming. “They 
tend to view land as a commodity 
for speculation rather than for 
production,” Qasem says. There 
b also increased public pressure 
on both the government and 
municipal councils to expand city 
and town limits so that more 
agricultural land can be included 
within them, his study notes. 

Thus, there seems to be no way 
but to seek an end to horizontal 
expansion and to limit land use 
for commercial or residential pur- 
poses, according to Salameh. He 
points out that there appears to 
be no previous planning to define 
the agricultural, residential and 
industrial areas. 

The Royal Society for the Con- 


servation of Nature has taken 
effective steps in making it possi- 
ble to spread environmental 
education among the public and 
among students in particular. The 
creation of protection of nature 
clubs in schools has given the 
chance for the new generation to 
understand the difficulties and 
dangers facing Jordan from irres- 
ponsible consumption of natural 
resources and indifference to the 
baric needs of nature in the past 
decade. 

Officials at the society affirmed 
the role of education iu providing 
students with experience in 
methods of protecting and better 
utilisation of natural resources. 
“We have already opened more 
than 100 clubs in different 
schools, with more than 20 stu- 
dents as members at each," said 
an official of the society. “There 
seems to be a positive response 
among students, especially 
among gills.” 


~ Crumbling communism brings 



3j George Boehmer 

The Associated Press 


\ WEST BERLIN — What do you 
do with an obsolete border guard- 
house? “Turn it into a tourist 
office, 3 " ssys a veteran U.S. army 
’ sergeant who mans the Check- 
point Charlie border crossing at 
the Beilin Wall. 

The checkpoint is rapidly be- 
coming obsolete as communism 
, cnnnWesin East Germany. Up to 
~ 30.000 people cross through the 
point every day from East to 
West and vice versa. 



Now battered by sour 
“ckers, the wall was opene 
East Germany last Nov. 9 
.... the hardline Communist go 
js meat was ousted. 

The post-war four pc 
a SfeeoKnt dividing Berlin 
British and French se 
in the West and a Soviet sed 
the East is still in effect, 
regains on the cu 
changes sweeping 1 
cm Europe. 

Ew Western allied fo: 
from cai 


U.S. patrols regularly drove 
along the western side of the 
barrier to monitor East German 
guards and possible Soviet troop 
movements. 

"There are no more patrols. 
We’re armed as military police, 
but about all we do is give out 
tourist information and advise 
people on visiting East Berlin,” 
Brown said. 

"Fin thinking of [rutting in a 
work order to have a sign made 
up, ‘Checkpoint Charlie tourist 
information Office," he said with 
a laugh, as yet another U.S. 
soldier walked up to him for 
advice on visiting the East. 

Soldiers once had to sign a log 
at the checkpoint to visit the 
East. That was all changed last 
week, when military officials said 
all allied troops based in West 
Berlin could visit the East with- 
out wearing their uniforms. 
Brown said. 

NATO troops stationed out- 
side Berlin in West Germany still 
must wear uniforms when visiting 
East Berlin. Officials explain the 
rule by saying they want to main- 


'file post-war four power agreement dividing 
Berlin into U.S., British and French sectors in the 
West and a Soviet sector in the East is stfll in effect, 

■ bfifi Berlin remains on the culling edge of changes 
sweeping Eastern Europe. For Western allied forces, 

. those changes range front cancelling this year’s 
B&ftary parade to letting city-based troops visit East 
Berlin in civilian clothes. 


tins year’s military parade to 
jsffiagchy-fcsssd troops visit East 
in civilian clothes. 

'Sene see the changes as min or . 
Fw others, tike U.S. Air Force 
vttptssi Janet Bent and U.S. 
Jtiby Staff Sgt. Nathaniel 
“Own, they've made a big differ- 
Sict. 

Brown, who has worked af 
.. -JittkpGint Charlie since May 
- has grim memories of what 

: sLiZ ** i was luce before tbs barrier fell. 

v ' fw seen three people make 
" .* 3 * at this crossing. 

(East German guards) grab- 
~ " *d them, kicked and beat them. 
•fiaHy got down and dirty with 
i «n," Brown said. 

‘'Now those same guards are 
t $ there sniffing and waving peo- 

* « trough,” the husky 39-year- 

■} Id Brown said. “I sever believed 

^ \ *ould happen in my ltfetnne.” 

Brawn recalled that after the 
/all opened, a passing East Ger- 
woman loudly filter! cot to 
" ®L*Melen dank, video dank.” 
f *1230] thanks, many thanks.'’ 
the wall opened, armed 


jecial status of Berlin- 
ips under the four pow- 
ient that divided Ger- 
1945. 

ed checkpoint is man- 
y by U.S., British and 
tops. The United States 
6,000 troops in West 
; British 4,000, and the 
out 2,500. 

iets have about 350,000 
sed jn East Germany, 
hem stationed at rites 
W«t Berlin 


city officials say. 

Janet Bent, stationed m West 
Berlin since last July, said that 
being allowed to wear civilian 
clothes was important for her 

personally. . 

“From my standpoint : as .a 
female in uniform, which the 
Soviets and East Germans don t 
see very often, I got a lot of 
stares. With civilian dothes irs 
more comfortable." the dr force 
officer said. 

She recently crossed into East 
Berlin in uniform, “and an East 
German guard smiled and salnteo 


me. 


Anthony Saritti, a spokesman 
at the U.S. mission in West Ber- 
lin, agrees that moving around 
Berlin is easier now. “But our 
mission is the same. Things are 
just a bit more relaxed." 

Other changes at the wall in- 
clude the opening of three addi- 
tional checkpoints, manned by 
East German guards through 
which Berlin-based troops may 
pass. East 'Germany also has 
dropped certain curfews for 
Western troops. 

“Before, West Berlin troops 
had to be back here by nudnight. 
Now they can stay for a weekend 
in East Berlin if they want," 
Brown said. 

At Checkpoint Charlie and 
other crossings, dozens of ped- 
dlers with tables have sec up 
thriving businesses selling chunks 
of the Berlin Wall, much of it 
made into jewellery ranging in 
price range from 5 to 40 marks 
($2.95 to $23.50). They also sell 
Soviet, East German and West- 
ern military items including jack- 
ets, helmets and hats. 

The tables are set up non what 
is technically East German terri- 
tory, next to the west ride of 
what’s left of the wall. 

Checkpoint Charlie stands at 
the end erf a two-way street, Fried- 
richstrasse. that leads to East 
German border installations. Just 
before the border line crossing 
into East Germany stands a nar- 
row guardhouse in the middle of 
the street sheltering allied troops. 
A large sign gives the name of the 
checkpoint, and another sign in 
German, English and Russian 
advises those crossing through 
that they are leaving the U.S. 


sector. 

Toe wail is breached at the 
checkpoint by the width of the 
street, about 25 metres. 

After the border line, the street 
spreads into several lanes for 

incoming and outgoing traffic and 

a separate lane for pedestrians. 
There are several East German 
bonier posts inside, where pass- 
ports are checked. 

Of the cancelled military para- 
de, a spokesman for West Berlin 
Mayor Walter Momper said the 
annual event “no longer fits in 
the current situation with the wall 
open and military redaction 
talks.” 

The parade was first held June 
17, 1964, on the anniversary of 
the 1953 workers uprising in East 
Germany, to show the West’s 
resolve to defend Berlin after the 
Communists began constructing 
the wall in August 1963. 



By Jacques Ban d en e au 

SOUND Archives also belong 
to the cultural heritage. Since 
■1938, the National Sound Lib- 
rary (the “Pfaoaoth&que” and 
Audiovisual Department of 
the Biblioth&que Nationale) 
has been receiving and pre- 
serving the legally compulsory 
deposit of recordings. It has 
more than a million records 
and tapes. It also collects re- 
cording equipment, the oldest 

of which goes ba ck to 1891 (G. 
Eiffel’s cylinder). 

These collections are of in- 
terest to anyone looking for 
original documents which are 
no longer commercially avail- 
able (the “Phonothfeque” 
makes duplications). This is 
particularly the case for resear- 
chers (linguists, ethnologists, 
musicologists, etc.), publishers 
and radio stations. 

Sound recording only goes 
back to 1877 and its products, 
which evolve very rapkfly, are 
fragile. The lifespan erf the 
most recent digitally coded re- 
cordings is not yet known. 
That is why other, technical 
research, deals with the de- 


terioration of the signal and 
the material in order to pre- 
vent it and to restore old sound 
documents. 

An analysis of the signal 
(the form of the waves, the 
state of the spectral condition, 
background noise, eta) pro- 
vides information on altera- 
tions to the recording. In order 
to read badly damaged origin- 
als, which cannot even take 
the weight of a needle for 
instance, special equipment is 
even built. 

Visualising the acoustic phe- 
nomena (digital sonography), 
makes it possible to determine 
the electro-acoustic treatment 
appropriate to authentically 
restoring the work in relation 
to its chronology and the kind 
of way it should be listened to. 
It is thus essential to know 
each phase of the recording in 
order to respect all of its char- 
acteristics. For instance, the 
treatment of a degraded re- 
cording of the voice of Captain 
Dreyfus required historical re-' 
search in order to pinpoint the 
date of the recording, measure 
the rate of his diction and 


adjust the speed of rotation of 
the record being restored. In 
the case of musical recordings, 
this speed of rotation deter- 
mines the height of the pitch. 

Research in this field thus 
involves various specialists in 
sound processing: musicians, 
voice experts, psychophy- 
siologists, sound engineers and 
engravers, but also curators 
and collectors, historians, in- 
dustrialists, etc... 

When the means of regener- 
ating the signal and its material 
have been chosen (filtering, 
removing bumps, mounting, 
reconstituting the form of de- 
graded waves, etc.), the most 
appropriate kind of materia] 
for their duplication is sought. 

In France, most of this re- 
search is carried ont at the 
laboratory of Saint-Cyr- 
1’Ecole which combines teams 
from the French National Sci- 
entific Research Centre 
(CNRS), the “Acoustics and 
Mechanics Department” of 
the University of Paris VI, and 
the “Phonothgque” (Sound 
Library) — L'Actealite en 
France. 


For some S. African 
children the fields 
are for killing 


By Rich Mkhoodo 

Reuters 

ED END ALE, South Africa — 
Six-year-old Zwelethu has a ta- 
lent for drawing guns and other 
weapons. 

At home one day he saw his 
father, mother and 12-year-old 
sister shot and hacked to death. 

He spent two days alone with 
their decomposing bodies, some- 
times crying, sometimes playing, 
sometimes trying to get them to 
wake up. 

Since he was rescued, 
Zwelethu spends much of his 
time drawing the murder 
weapons — knives, spears, stones 
and slashing knives called pangas. - 

He is quite good at it. The 
Subjects of his child's art are 
familiar. 

Zwelethu is one of hundreds of 
children growing up in the “kill- 
ing fields” of South Africa’s Natal 
province, where a virtual civil war 
between opposing black political 
organisations has claimed 3,000 
lives in the past six years. 

In the child's neighbourhood of 
Edeudale Valley, a person's man- 
ner of speech, colour of shirt or 
hairstyle can mark him as an 
enemy. He or she may be shot or 
stabbed to death for wandering in 
the wrong part of a street. 

“Tomorrow you may bear that 
I am dead,” the child's aunt, 
Margareth Skosana, now his 
guardian , told Reuters. 

Tens of thonsands of civilians 
have fled the rolling valleys of 
Edeudale in recent months to 
escape fi ghtin g between the left- 
wing United Democratic Front 
(UDF), South Africa's biggest 
anti-apartheid coalition, and the 
conservative Zulu-based move- 
ment lokatha. 

The political power straggle 
has been complicated by criminal 
gangs using the chaos for person- 
al gain. Thousands of men orga- 
nised into heavily-armed warrior 
bands roam the townships and 
vityages, killing, looting and 
homing. 

Zwelethu’s parents were 
among 80 people killed in five 
days of intensive warfare between 
March 26 artel April 1. 

The child survived only be- 
cause exude fire bombs buried 
into his home failed to explode. 

“We found him crying and 
frying to revive his mother’s de- 
composing body,” Skosana said. 

She believes the bleak and 


futureless environment in which 
black children in Natal and other 
parts of South Africa are fighting 
to survive is breeding a frightened 
— and frightening — generation. 

Psychologists agree. Resear- 
others and community leaders 
monitoring South Africa's culture 
of violence are alarmed at the 
disastrous consequences on black 
children. 

Many live in fear. The emo- 
tions of others are being blunted, 
with youths losing respect for 
human life and beroming sucked 
into a whirlpool of lawlessness 
and internecine feuding. 

Skosana’s son Zondani, a 15- 
year-old “soldier,” said he aban- 
doned bis education to defend his 
neighbourhood. He said he can- 
not stop fighting as long as his 
enemy, Inkatha, has not been 
defeated. 

He says he cannot remember 
how many people he has killed, 
but has used his gun extensively 
to repel attacks. 

“Everytime we go to combat, I 
think this could be it. I have seen 
many people killed and many 
hurt.” he said. 

"On one occasion, we came 
across the burning body of an 
attacker, killed by one of our 
groups. It was the worst experi- 
ence of my life seeing this guy 
bum.” 

“I just felt cold. Each time I 
think of the incident, I just want 
to vomit. He was not totally 
burnt, and the fire was getting to 
his bones, which were turning to 
ash. 

"The police arrived and we ran 
away. When the police come we 
rim into the houses. They do not 
chase os because they are scared, 
there are lots of guns and they 
could get shot.” 

The UDF says police refuse to 
act against Inkatha and some- 
times assist Inkatha members car- 
rying out attacks. 

Police deny any bias and say 
they are unable to build criminal 
cases because potential witnesses 
fearing reprisals will not testify. 

Poverty, unemployment, over- 
crowding and lack of political 
rights are all died as contributing 
to the Natal violence. 

Although similar conditions 
prevail elsewhere, what disting- 
uishes Natal is that it is where two 
powerful black factions meet. 

Zulu chief Mangosnthu 
Buthelezi’s Inkatha movement 
has long been a political force m 
Natal. 
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by 1993 


PARIS (R) — France and West 
Germany said Thursday the 
European Community (EC) 
should seek political as well as 
economic onion by 1993. 

French President Francois Mit- 
terrand and West German Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl made the 
proposal, in a letter to Irish Prime 
Minister Charles Hanghey. 

Ireland currently holds the six- 
month revolving presidency of 
the 12-nation co mmuni ty and the 
two leaden said their foreign 
ministers would submit details to 
a Dublin meeting Saturday. 

They suggested the political 
unity timetable could be added to 
the agenda of an emer g ency snm- 
mi t m Dublin April 28- 

Haughey called the meeting to 
assess the consequences of Ger- 
man unification for the EC. 

“Given the profound changes 
in Europe, the e sta bli shm ent of 
an (EC) faitenmi market and the 
realisation of economic and 
monetary union, we believe it is 
necessary to accelerate the poB- 
■ deal construction of the twelve,** 
the letter said. 

Kohl and Mitterrand formally 
called for development of “a 
common foreign and security 
policy” and set a single target 


date for both monetary and poli- 
tical anion. 

“Our objective is that these 
fundamental reforms — econo- 
mic and monetary union as well 
as political union — take effect 
on January 1, 1993, after ratifica- 
tion by national partianrants,” 
their statement said. 

The proposal, formally setting 
out what Haugbey last week said 
was the prevailing view within the 
EC, appeared to mark the end of 
a rough passage in traditionally 
dose Paris-Bonn ties. 

Mitterrand seemed un prepared 
for the rash towards German 
unification unleashed by the 
opening of the Berlin Wall in 
November and was dearly taken 
aback by Kohl's pr eocc upa tion 
over the past few months with the 
destiny of Germany. 

One French analyst, former 
presidential spokesman Michel 
Vanzelle, said Thursday's joint 
call bad “swept away the deads” 
formed by France’s fear that 
West Germany aright abandon 
EC integration in favour of 
some pan-European goaL 

In an interview with French 
television March 29, Kohl in- 
sisted that German unification 
would accelerate,' not slow, the 



process of EC integration, lead- 
ing ultimately to what be termed 
"the construction of a muted 
states of Europe.” 

But the Franco-German state- 
ment, released in Paris as Mitter- 
rand flew for talks on the future 
of Europe with U.S. President 
George Bush, was likely to be 
shrugged off in Britain which 
reluctantly supports monetary 
inrioo and considers political uni- 
ty a pipe-dream. 

At foe Dublin s ummi t. Kohl 
and Mi tterr an d wfll try to per- 
suade British Prime Minuter 
Margaret Thatcher to accept pre- 
paratory work for an "inter- 
governmental conference on poli- 
tical urnon,” their statement said. 


This would start in December 
and proceed along with an 
already agreed inter- 
governmental conference on 
monetary union. 

The conferences are reqrired to 
approve amendments to foe 1957 
Treaty of Rome, the EC’s found- 
ing charter. 

France and West Germany, 
backed by a majority of the EC 
states, want the conference on 
monetary union to finish its work 
by ntid-1991, a deadline they say 
most be met if the plan is to be 
ratified Jan. 1, 1993. 

Thursday’s st a t em en t made net 
reference to any deadline for the 
proposed con fe re n ce on p o litical 
unity. 


Farmers oppose proposals for free agricultural trade 


nears accord on 
ways to settle disputes 


PUERTO VALLARTA, .Mex- 
ico (R) — The days when it rook 
trading nations more than 15 
years to settle a dispute over 
pasta and nearly 10 years to settle 
one over citrus, may soon be 
over. 

U.S. and other officials say the 
30 senior ministers meeting here 
under the auspices of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT), an international trade 
body, may be ready by July with a 
new formula to settle <fis pntgs 
among GATT members. 

It would ensure quick, iron- 
clad solutions to any complaints 
to unfair trade that GATT mem- 
bers may level against each other. 

The ministers are at this Pacific 
resort for a three-day meeting to 
try to resolve disagreements in 
time for a self-imposed Decem- 
ber deadline. 

They also want to be able to 
put down some draft agreements 
at their next meeting in Geneva 
hi July. 

Sharp disputes remain over 
how to end export subsidies for 
agriculture and how to bring ser- 
vices such as banking and tele- 
communications under GATT 
regulations. 

But one senior U.S. official 
said an agreement on settling 
disputes would be ready by July 
because no trade off was needed 
to reach it. 

GAIT members also realise 
that without setting up a solid 
settlement system, other agree- 
ments- might be jeopardised. 

When the European Commun- 
ity (EC) allegedly shipped illegal- 
ly subsidised pasta to the United 
States in the 1970s, a GATT com- 
mittee ruled the EC bid violated 
the aocepted global trading reg- 
ulations. 

But before tire issue was re- 
solved. tire United States retali- 
ated and the EC counter- 
retaliated, and nearly 20 years 


passed before tire disagreement 
was laid to rest. 

The same sort of story occurred 
with citrus, when the EC 
accorded preferential treatment 
to extras fririt from North African 
nations , raising charges of unfair 
treatment for American extras 
growers. 

In tire past, GATT approval of 
an unfair trade finding by one of 
its special panels had to be unani- 
mous; of course the losing party 
in the dispute often vetoed the 
ruling. 

In addition, losers often 
charged that the GATT officials 
weighing the case were pre- 
judiced, or even incompetent 

Under new dispute settlement 
procedures being considered, 
GATT would cafl on outside ex- 
perts to judge cases and also 
an appeals p roces s , with 
a time finrit of perhaps a year on 
the entire rating and appeal pro- 
cess. 

The importance of a tough, 
new dispute settlement process 
was stressed by a senior Japanese 
official, who said that if there was 
no foir, assured way to settle 
charges that GATT's rules were 
being broken, the rules them- 
selves would lose their import- 
ance as standards for world trade. 

“Tm sure the negotiators are 
very mindful of the need for 
mechanisms to enforce the 
GATT ratings,’* be said. 

Agxkokure s ah ri dka 

Meanwhile, farmers from 
North America, Europe and 
Japan voiced opposition on 
Thursday to proposals to end 
trade-dfctorting subsidies to agri- 
culture. 

The United States and other 
major agricultural producers tike 
Australia have advanced such 
proposals in the four-year Uru- 
guay round of global negotiations 


dne to end in December. 

But farmers* r ep resentatives 
said at a one-day symposium that 
while scrapping tire subsidies 
might increase trade it would 
threaten production, the environ- 
ment and rural tife and famil y 
farms. 

“We need to take a serious 
look at the potential effects of 
what is bong proposed in tire 
GATT agricultural negotiations 
before we embark on a global 
ex perim ent to see if a bee market 
in agriculture really works the 
way economists think it mi ght, ” 
said an official of the U.S. 
National Farmers Union. 

Tire official, union Vice- 
President Wilfis Eken, said the 
pre sen t system, while not perfect, 
kept global starvation at bay. 

Calls for a change in the rules 
came as the United States spent 
more and more to counter EC 
subshfies. The straggle between 
the two cost free-traders like Au- 
stralia some of their export mar- 
kets. 

The EC, concerned about its 
large farming population, has 
mounted strong resistance to a 
complete phase-out of these sub- 
sidies, tbexigh it has said it would 
at least go along with some reduc- 
tion of trade distortions. 

A representative of Japan, 
under UJS. p res sure to open up 
its domestic rice market, sakk *T 
dunk that each country’s efforts 
to secure a- domestic supply of 
basic foodstuffs should be 
approved in the GATT agree- 

nia , t | W 
PICUL. 

Mrtsugo Harindri, president of 
Japan’s Central Union of Agri- 
cultural Cooperatives, added: “It 
has been common for every coun- 
try to maintian its basic foostnfb 
through domestic sett-supplies. 
We believe this principle should 
be dearly approved within the 
GATT framework in tire future.” 


investment will soon return 


BAOTOU, China (R) — Thirty 
years after Soviet experts left and 
the lights went out on Chiiia’s 
■ short-lived love affair with its 
Commcnist ncigfaotmr, steehnak- 
. era in tins bleak dty hope Mos- 
cow’s money and machinery win 
soon return. 

Premier Li Peng's visit to Mos- 
cow from Monday is a sign of 
thawing relations between China 
and Soviet Union that may bring 
closer cooperation. 

Li will be the most senior 
Chinese leader to visit Moscow 
since Ins adoptive father, the late 
Premier Chou Enlai, went in 
1964. 

Soviet tr se h n kaans and funds 
helped build Baotou's vast iron 
and steel c o m pa ny in China’s 
northern region of inner Mongo- 
fia in the 1950s but aid was halted 
in 1960 as relations collapsed 
between the two Communist 
states. 

“We have orders to go home,*’ 
the plant’s General Manager 
/hang Guozhong recalled the 
Soviet experts as saying. 

‘They left in late 1SN50. They 
Stopped supplies and broke their 
contracts... China bad to repay 
the loans,” said Zhang in an 
interview with Reuters this week. 

Baotou’s steelworks, now the 
fifth biggest in China, was o ne of 
156 nj« projects built with 
Soviet aw in the early years after 
tile Chinese Communists took 
power in 1949. 

Belching red and Mack smoke. 


it stiD uses ageing Soviet machin- 
ery. And profiting from a gradual 
thaw in relations, the factory is 
negotiating with Moscow for 
modern Soviet technology and a 
large, cheap Soviet loan. 

La’s visit is likely to give the 
talks a boost as well as produce 
ag re ements on economic coop- 
eration and cutting troop levels 
along the still contested Sino* 
Soviet frontier. 

Zhang said he expected Li's 
delegation to raise the Baotou 
issue and that a draft agreement 
on a Soviet loan, perhaps for 200 
milli on Swiss francs (*135 mil - 
fion), would be signed later this 
year. 

A Chinese source said the low- 
interest loan was aueza] to the 
outcome of the deal as China was 
suffering from the West’s damp- 
down on lending since the 
crashing of the pro-democracy 
movement in Peking last June. 

Employing 110,000 workers, 
the Baotou complex expects to 
produce ntiOkm tonnes of 
steel this year but quality is too 
poor for export 

“It would be convenient if we 
could cooperate with the Soviets. 
They know the machinery and 
are more farafljat with our situa- 
tion,” said Zhang. 

He dismissed the idea that 
Moscow’s political reforms — 
seen by some Chinese leaders as 
betraying Communism — or the 
recent events in Eastern Europe 
would affect Sino-Soviet trade. 


“Our principle is ‘equality, 
mutual benefit, rec ipro city’- We 
will do business on that basis if 
the price is right.” 

The Soviet Union was China’s 
fifth largest trading partner in 
1989 with business totalling over 
$3 billion. 

China s wap s mainl y light in- 
dustrial products, textiles and 
food for Soviet .machinery, air- 
craft and raw materials. 

But according to the official 
China Daily Friday, trade in the 
first quarter this year at $666 
million was slightly down on the 
same 1988 period because of res-’ 
frictions on Soviet exports. 

Agreements cm Chinese invest- 
ments in die Soviet Urnon and 
Soviet investments in China total- 
led $240 mOJion last year, accord- 
ing to official Chinese figures. 

A Soviet trade official in Puk- 
ing said LTs visit to Moscow 
would indnde talks on chang in g 
the baas of Sino-Soviet trade 
from barter to hard c u rr en cy by 
1991. 

Business could fall in the short 
tens became of hard currency 
shortages on both sides. Anatoly 
Litiagin predicted, but should be- 
nefit over the next five years. 

China’s first purchase of a 
Soviet nuclear power plant is also 
fikety to be discussed during Li’s 
four-day visit. 

If and when Soviet experts 
return to Baotou, they wifi find 
times have charged since the 
1950s. 


Saudi Arabia, 
UAE reject 
Australian 
sheep 

ABU DHABI (AP) — Au- 
thorities have rejected a con- 
signment of Australian sheep 
without candoctixg veterinary 
checks because Saudi Arabia 
earlier rejected the animals, 
agriculture ministry officials 
reported Saturday. 

The 17,700 sheep were 
among more than 46,000 head 
turned away by the Saudis at 
the Red Sea port of Jeddah 
April 7-8 because some were 
suffering from infectious 
mouth ulcers, the UAE offi- 
cials said. 

Saudi Arabia had made no 
public mention of the issue. 
But the Australian Meat and 
Livestock corporation re- 
ported it in Sydney earlier tins 
week. 

The developments indicated 
a renewal of a 1989 trade dis- 
pute which t hr e atens Austra- 
lia’s lucrative livestoc k exports 
to the Middle East. 

Saadi Arabia atone accounts 
for half the seven mflfiou sheep 
shipped by Australia every 
year. 

As the ship carrying the 
latest consignment anchored at 
the UAE port of Rashid, a 
special committee of agricultu- 
ral ministry officials and Dubai 
municipality representatives 
Diet Friday and decided not to 
accept the sheep, the officials 


The UAE action indicated 
that Saudi Arabia’s partners in 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
was prepared to cany out a 
threat made last year to turn 
away any consignment that any 
of the affiance's six member 
states refuse to unload. 

A ministry spokesman, who 
cannot be named under official 


regulations, said: “The deci- 
sion was made in the light of 
the agreement among the GCC 
states coordinating sndi proce- 
dures and stating that any 
fo o ds t uff c ons ig nm ent rejected 
by one member must be re- 
jected by the others.” 

The GCC also includes 
Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain and 
Oman. In last year’s depute, 
some GCC states were wifimg 
to receive part of the consign- 
ments rejected by Saudi Ara- 
bia, on the grounds that their 
veterinarians had cleared the 


The Australians damped a 
four-month ban on exports to 
Saudi Arabia after it 
turned away some 400,000., 
sheep last year, saying they 
were infected by viruses called 
bloetongue and sheep pax. 

Reports from Sydney said 
that after Meat sad liverstock 

corp ora tion Chairman Dick 

Austen visited tire Middle East 
last year, about a hatt-mOSon 
sheep were exported to Sandi 
Arabia without problems. 


EXCHANGE 


Saturday, Apr! 20, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 
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Mideast oil states 


plan petrochemical 
industry expansion 


Associated ftnr 

DHAHRAN, Saudi Arabia — 
Middle East oil prod ucer s are 
spending $15 billion to expand 
petroche m ical production, put-, 
ting them in bitter competition 
with the European Co mmuni ty. 

After decades of bunting away 
the natural gas which is pumped 
up with erode ofl, eight countries 
around the Gulf are harnessing 
gas as the raw material base for 
petrochemicals and as energy to 
ran the production plants. 

Middle East petrochemicals 
either will be e xported , raw or 
processed into products inchxfiiig 
fertilisers, plastics, textiles, 
nylon, paints, insecticides, re- 
frigerants, drugs and other pro- 
ducts. 

For Gulf petrochemical pro- 
ducers, gas costs 50 cents per 
thousand British thermal units 
(BTUS), compared with S2J50 in 
Europe. 

In addition, many Gulf refinery 
workers are low-paid foreigners, 
fur th er enabling Gulf petroche- 
mical products to compete in 
Western markets at prices Euro- 
pean producers cannot match. 

The move into pe tro ch em icals 
has earned squabbling between 
tire European Com m u ni ty and 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
members — Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, United Arab Emirates, 
Qatar, Bahrain and Oman. Two 
other Gulf o3 giants, Iran and 
Iraq, are indirectly involved in 
the dispute. 

At issne are tariffs up to 13.5 
per cent set by the EC on pet- 
rochemical imports, a protective 
measure aimed at and rese n ted 
by the Gulf exporter s . 

Negotiators for both rides re- 
cently met in Spain and Oman 
trying to ease strained relations 
canned by the tariff. 

But discord re ma ins, with the 
EC charging that Middle East 
c oun tries are un f air l y cashing in 
on “pe tr ochemicals made cheaply’ 
through subsufised gas and im- 
ported labour.” 

Arab officials say the GCC 

states might use oil for leverage in 
their struggle with the EC, winch 
imports 40 per cent of its erode 
from the GoS. 

“Who will smvtve7 specula- 
tion points to the Gulf,” said 

Bahrain’s Information Minister 
Tariq Al-Moayyed. “No one can 
stop any nation from having its 
leg itimat e share in in tern a tio nal 
trade.” 

“The EC tariff situation has 
had a minor effect on curr en t 
GCC sales, but ovgrall has not 
stifled growth' in t he indus try,” 
said one European diplomat, who 
refused to be identified. 

Companies active in the Euro- 
pean petrochemicals sector over 
the past two years have seen 
prices and profits boosted by 
strong demand, while supplies 
have been limited as the industry 
operates at 90 per cent capac i t y . 

Those market gains, however, 
are now t hr e a te ne d by new pro- 
duction capacity and dower eco- 


nomic growth in Europe, said 
Lcmdon-bascd chemicals analyst 
at Shearson Lehman Hutton 
Securities. 

Prices forced down by Gulf 
competition could hurt the estab- 
lished European petrochemicals 
industry, said the analysts, who 
rteriined to be quoted by name. 

The Gulf countries sit on 28 per 
cent of the world’s natural gas 
reserves, some 31.1 btfikm cubic 
metres, and the GCC countries 
draw on than lor 90 per cent of 
their petxodnmcal energy and 
fe e dstoc k . 

Arab industry analysts say the 
Gulf region is one of the most 
suitable in the world for pet- 
rochemicals production. 

“The accusation of subsidy in 
our gas industry is wrong,” says 
Bahrain’s undersecretary for in- 
dustry and develo pme nt. Sheikh 
Isa Ibn Abdullah A1 Khalifa: He 
said the cost of production and 
transportation is passed on to the 
prod u c er s. 

The GCC countries jointly 

-m am i fa r tm i* more than 11 mil- 

Iton tonnes of petrodKmicab and 
fertilisers annually- Europe has 
been buying a quarter of the 
GCC's production which 
a m o un ts to only 5 per cent of EC 

ctYnt u im p rini n . 

UJS. embassy specialists in 
Sawfi Arabia say tbe Sawfis have 
plans to increase their capacity by 
at least 50 per cent at a cost of $4 
biffion. 

The Sautfi Arabia Basic Indus- 
tries Corp. already has 15 petroch- 
emical plwwte in til* imlntli ial 
centres of Yanbu on the Red Sea 
'and Jubail on the Guff 

Kuwait has a $2-bflfion project 
to step into ethylene-based pet- 
rochemical products by 1995. 

Qatar, sitting on one the 
world’s largest gas Adds, already 
is a major petrochemical produc- 
er and the Qatar Petrochemical 
Co. plans a new, export oriented, 
450 ,000-tonne-a-year ethylene 
and polyethylene plant at a cost 
of $1.5 bfflkm. 

ban plans fbnr new plants with 
an investment of $4 biffion over 
five years, while working to 
reopen the seven that were bat- 
tered during the war with Iraq. 

Iraq is braiding a second pet- 
rochemical complex, rtf a cost of 
SJL5 biffion, eventually to pro- 
duce 1J5 milHan tonnes annually 
of 21 petrochemical items. The' 
complex, its first ethylene-based 
industry, opened early tins year. 

The Bahrain-based Guff Pet- 
rochemicals Industries Co. own- 
ed equally by Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and Bahrain, has a $100- 
milfioa urea plant under consid- 
eration, e x pand ing the existing 
unit that produces 330,000 tonnes 
of ammonia each year. 

Banagas, the Bahrain Natural 
Gas Co., is projecting use of its 
propane and butane to produce 
po lypropy lene - 

The United Arab Emfrates, 
already a fertiliser producer, is 
developing new plants. Oman is 
conridoing a novel scheme in- 
whrog a floating methanol plant 

Methanol is used as a solvent 
or anti-freeze agent 


Strikes challenge 
Romania’s leaders 


BUCHAREST (R) — Labour 
unrest is testing Romania’s post- 
communist leaden as workers be- 
gin to flex their muscles after the 
stifling rule of Dictator Nicolae 
Ceansescu. 

Key sections of the w orkfor ce 
inctoifing coal miners , s hi py ar d 
and metalworkers, employees in 
tr a nsport and other state sectors 
have staged strikes, damag i ng the 
fragile economy. 

Free trade unions are slowly 
bra surely eme rgin g and are using 
the strike weapon to test new 
freedoms granted by Romania's 

i nteri m National Salvation Front 

(NSF) gov ernmen t. 

“There’s no Romanian Lech 
Walesa yet and it’s too early to 
take of a solidarity-style free 
trade union movement...,” a 
Western diplomat said Saturday. 

“But tbe seeds have been sown 
and Romanian workers are start- 
ing to flex their musics,” he said. 

Hie dqdomat predicted serious 
labour trouble I the front, which 
is dominated by Conner Com- 
munists, won free elections on 
May 20 and failed to turn the 
economy around. 

CoadB rtw y fine 

NSF Prime Munster Petrc Ro 
manhasrojhrwafltedaomc^H 
tray line on strikes and has sever- 
al times met the demands of 
strikers, at least in part. 

“Handmg out money is no 
long-term rotation. A real market 
economy is needed. The govem- 
merit wfll have to weigh the reali- 
ties of inflation m d laying off 
workers against gro w ing labour 
nrifitaxy as it gradually switches to 
market economy,” an East Euro- 


pean diplomat said. 

In the Jiu Valley, Romania’s 
main coal-mining region, more 
than 15,000 miners walked out in 
march to demand pay rises of up 
to 50 per cent, better pension 
rights and fewer taxes. 

After wresting concessions 
from tiu gover nmen t the miners 
returned to wenk-three days later. 
Official estimates showed losses 
of 75/100 tons of coal. 

Air traffic cootrbUeis at the 
International Otopeni Airport 
paralysed air traffic for a whole 
day by calling a strike to back 
demands fur triple pay. 
Another major strike was 


train drivers who halt ed the capit- 
al’s underground network at a 
cost of $80,000 a day. 

Tbe stoppage sparked copycat 
transport strikes in other Roma- 
nian towns, mdmfing the major 
industrial centre of Brasov. 

The strikes have served to 
deepen apathy and lethargy 
among workers, many of whom 
are cfiaUtHianed by the NSFs 
faftare to deliver oa its promises 
to reform the economy. 

Absenteeism is T unning high. 
Waiters and cooks are preferring 
to stay w ithout employment as 
they wait to see whether tbeywffl 
be able to open their own private 


A 130,00fctrong free trade un- 
ion of metalworkers staged a 
24-hour strike last week to press 
demands ft* the right to set wage 
levels for bonuses for work in 
very hot condltians and improve- 
ments to safety facilities. 

Under Ceanseacn, safety reg- 
rdxtioos were neglected. 


horoscope 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY APRIL 22, W* 

By Thomas 'S. Pierson, Astrologer, Cam Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES; EH- 
mmatiflg cootuatm today rod ap- 
plying a fresh approach to some of 
the sanations that we confronting 
you at present, will pay big <6- 
videads in the immediate future. 

ARKS: (Marti 21 to Aprfl 19) Get 
k touch with outside m suri i te* 

.and find out bow they fed your 
nffj goals era be met hr 
most and undeaxterafing 

fashion. 

TAURUS: (Apfl 20 to May 20) 
Whatever your activities you now 
should be able to get those who 
hare expertise ia such dhectioos to 
land you a truly helping hand for a 


improved now by 

various mutual interests with 

frankness. 

ijbpa; (September 23 to October 
22) You arc loaded with charm and 
good wifi and should make a^e- 
prf point to express it to aH witq 
wham yon come to contact, gam 
greater popularity. 
SOOWIO:(Qcttd)»23tolft>ve»’ 
ber 21) Tim is the day to fct your 
one only knew bow devoted 
you are and to be very romantic m 
binding yourselves to another 


GXBONfe (May 21 to June 21) You 
pm esasfiy contact those p e rsons 
with you wish to haws a good time 

and to get them to go along with 
any ropr 8 " that wfi bring jomt 
h app in ess to afi concer ned. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Whatever you can do to 


myt i*wHiing now riiorid pro- 
**pg only the best results so do 
soiuettiing positive. 

IEO: (July 22 to August 21) Con- 
tact those persons twtii whom you 
warn association to be oo the high- 
est and the congenial level and let 
them know your teanfeg towards 
them. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Yowr and other prac- 

tical relations with others era be 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Friends, friends, 
friends be the media by 

which you and your hopes and 

wUks are most earifcr made a part 

of your ev er yda y orbit. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A day to let whatever 

with whom you have association 
know of you adm irati on for them 
and sEp in some favour you seek. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You Eke to make ebangra 
and to be a part of the new and the 
artistic or bcaotifrd and now ia the 
jime when 6ifa is attained with 


PISCES: February 20 to Ma rch 20) 
Any d jjuiMinfc m * with business per- 
sons would now show you how you 
wifi be able to add to your assets 
and to lessen your babStics so 
cumuli experts. 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Fran Ragus 


ACROSS 
1 Store away 
5 SLA. native 
10 Pungent 

14 Fountain 

15 Town near 
Madrtd 

16 Ashtabula's 
waterfront 

17 Stable food 

18 Imp 

10 Gas light 
20 Certain horses 
22 Spirits 

24 Gorges 

25 Pentads 

26 "The - of 
kings” 

29 Inventor Howe 
31 Commercials 
34 Large wasp 

36 "Take — from 
me* 

37 Ordinance 

38 Woe is me! 

39 'Recusant 

41 Disconcert 

42 Barrel 

43 Aura 

44 Mortified 

48 Sooner than 
47 Declares 

strongly 

49 Wear away 

50 Check 

51 Young salmon 
53 Inn 

56 Drench Inga 

60 Medicinal 
plant 

61 “Dallas" 
family name 

83 Eve's place 

84 Travel by 
horse 

65 Where horses 



OHM Tilttuna Bawtaw.lna 

MHaht* 


66 Rajah' mate 

67 Amphibian 

68 Scoff 

69 Straw beehive 

DOWN 

1 Jam 

2 Lacerate 

3 Preminger 

4 Oeters 


5 Midshipman 

6 UnwHHno 

7 Brinks 

8 UN UP- 

9 Racehorses 

10 Domingo for 
one 

11 God of war 

12 Uproar 

13 Some bills 
21 London 

oailary 

23 Fastener 

25 Location 

26 Pare 

27 — bear 

28 Speechify 

30 TqB 

31 Cottonwood 

32 Stupefied 

33 Nobel ag. 

36 wayfarers 

40 Sch. type 

41 They shoe 
horses 

43 Odium 
45 Towel word 


Yesterday's Puzzle Sahre£ 



48 Cadge 
50 Charger 

52 Gimlet 

53 Gary or Moss 

54 Gammaufty 

55 Soft drink 


56 Eat out 

57 Fargo Is herac 
abbr. 

58 Hackman 

59 Bit 
62 Paflkt 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



“Morn said the wedding cake should 
reflect th^rrom’ 8 personality. 


So she 


a crumb cake.” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

|S by Herat Arnold and Sob Lae 

UnecramUa time four JumUea, ** 
one latteftoeachyx iaiu,tofonn 
tour oranay woras. 


LEZBA 


u 


_L 


ALCKO 


mmmm. 

in 


NAULCY 


_Q_ 

L 

XI 





1 3 rim 


Pri n t onawor hors ; 


WHAT IT TAKES 
TO HAVE NO 
GYEBROWS. 

Sssssasstt— 


-nx>mxn 

•hiMMaK ALIAS EMBER LOGA1 

Answer: Haw much did a Lett to mnn 

LESS THAN A “WXX™ “ C °® t7 
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AMMAN LITTLE LEAGUE 


Iterate of basetnfl games played Friday, April 20, 1990 

T-BALL DIVISION 

J ^ “W*"* Nash^-Ebbim 
- teSST *“** emhaa **‘ » 0* Evwyooe', A 

COACH PITCH DIVISION 

National Steel Ind. 

Aramex 

aiq 


17 

Arab Finance Corp. 

10 

11 

Intercontinental 

8 

20 

Comcast 

15 

26 

Pirelli 

2 


KID PITCH DIVISION 

Jordan Worsted Milk i NECC 

Danish Daily 10 

8 I Mr. drips*. 

SOFTBALL DIVISION ' 


Second Time Around 
NAD AS 



Baseball Comakskmer Maher K2 
Tim MSer take a passe 


efifeh (with hat) and committee 
daring Friday’s Ml schedule of 



Jahangir advances 


LONDON (R) — Jahangir Khan, 
the somber one seed from Pakis- 
tan, moved closer to winning the 
British Open squash cham- 
pionship for a record ninth suc- 
cessive year with an effortless 9-6, 
£-2, 9-0 fourth round win over 
Sami EJopuro of Finland Friday. 

• The unseeded Finn enjoyed a 
■ brief spell of glory when he led 
the opening game, but was com- 
pletely outclassed from then on as 
Jahangir completed his victory in 
just 33 minutes. 

.- .the Pakistani’s opponent in 
wiB now he Jason NicoUe, who 
progressed unseeded to the last 
cogjttwitlra 9-5, 7-9, 3-3£ *M, W3 
wsAHi an all-English -battle with 
Kat Kenyon, the number 14 


seed. 

Australia’s world number three 
Chris Dittmar dismissed 
number one Del Harris 9-4, 9-1, 
6-9, 9-2. 

Harris showed momentary 
glimpses of the form that has 
made him Britain's top player but 
committed far too many unforced 
errors to seriously trouble the 
left-handed Australian. 

Dittmar next faces compatriot 
Tristan Nancarrow, who removed 
a seeded opponent for the second 
consecutive round when beating 
Scotland’s Mark Madean, world 
number 12, 9-5, 9-2, 3-9, 9-3. 

Chris Walker became the third 
miscoded player to reach the 
quarter-finals. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
crew Trtoun* Madia Swvicaa. Inc 


GRAB YOUR CHANCES 


East-West 

deals. 


vulnerable. South 


NORTH 

* K 7 
7S43 
v Q 8 

* A 10 8 7 J 2 

WEST EAST 

* J 9 4 * Q 8S3 

7 K Q J 10 6 2 7 7 

0 1 9 5 2 0 10 643 

*■ Void 9KQ96 

SOUTH 
4 A 10 6 2 
7 A 9 5 
0 A K 7 

* J 5 4 
The bidding: 

Sooth West North East 

1 * 2 7 4 * Pass 

5 4 Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of 7 
Refusing to win a crick at your 
first opportunity can be the right 
play on many occasions. It also can 
backfire, as this hand from (he re- 
cent Fall North American Champi- 
onships illustrates. 

North-South were playing a weak 
no trump and five-card majors, 
which accounts for South’s one- 
dob opening bid. After West’s pre- 
empt, North’s jump to four clubs 
had to show at least a good five- 
card holding, so South was not the 
feast bit reluctant to go on to the 
minor-suit game. 


Sitting South was Chris Compton 
of Houston. He won the opening 
heart lead with the ace, cashed the 
king and ace of spades and ruffed a 
spade. Next came three rounds of 
diamonds, and when West followed 
to all of these, it was obvious he was 
very short in clubs. Declarer dis- 
carded a heart from dummy on the 
third diamond, (hen ruffed his last 
spade. 

The table's seven of clubs was led 
and, when East played low, declarer 
took stock. Since East surely would 
have risen with an honor had he 
held K Q x, he had to have either all 
the outstanding trumps or else he 
was missing one of the top honors. 
Since the contract was going down if 
West held an honor, declarer decid- 
ed to play East for all the tramps 
and ran the seven! 

When the seven won, declarer 
simply continued with a low trump. 
East took the queen but was 
trapped. A spade or diamond return 
would be ruffed in hand as dum- 
my's last bean was pitched, and a 
chib return would surrender a trump 
trick. Just made. 

Note that if East takes the first 
trump, he can avoid the endplay. He 
simply exits with a dob and, no 
matter how declarer maneuvers, the 
defenders are sure to come to two 
trump tricks and a heart. 


% • ■- . 

Umpire George Conklin leaves no doubt about a called strike. 

Aguilera, Forget 
reach Nice final 


NICE, France (Agencies) — The 
forgotten man of world tennis, 
Juan Aguilera, and the player 
whose name guarantees he will 
always be remembered, Guy 
Forget, reached die final of the 
$260,000 Nice Open tennis grand 
prix Saturday. 

In a bizarre tournament which 
saw four unseeded players reach 
die semifinals for the first Hme on 
the professional tour since 1986, 
Spaniard Aguilera had a comfort- 
able 6-3, 6-0- ride over ‘Swiss 
teenager Marc -Rosset. - 

Forget gave French fans some 
reward for their attendance 
day when the Riviera 
was more brilliant than the tennis 
with a hard-fought 4-6, 7-6, 6-4 
win over Andrei Cherkasov of 
the Soviet Union. 

Tournament organisers who 
lined up die strongest ever entry, 
including John McEnroe and 
Yannick Noah, must have been a 
dismayed that the semifinals were 
ultimately contested by four play- 
ers ranked ootside the world’s top 
50. 

McEnroe withdrew before the 
start because of injury and Noah 
made a first round exit to the 
1. 96-metre tall Rosset. 

AgnDera,~ ranked as high as 
seventh in the world back in 1984, 
needed some luck after a che- 
quered career which has been 
hampered by injury, illness, a 
break with his coach and the 
death of his father. 

He found it in Nice against the 
big-serving Rosset, who was so 
badly affected by an injury to Ins 
right shoulder, he had to be 
treated twice on court. 

‘Tve been through a very bad 
period,” Aguilera said. “But now 
thing s are going well again and I 
feel good. I think I'm much stron- 
ger mentally than I used to be.” 

The Spaniard won his first 
tournament in five years at Bari, 
Italy last year and is ranked 51st 
in the world after falling lower 
than 250th at one stage. 

Forget, whose only two tourna- 
ment victories to date were in his 
native France, also had some luck 
on his side in a match dominated 
by service. 

His opponent had to play a 
qualifying in the morning 

for next week’s Monte Carlo 
Open before letnnringto Nice for 
the semifinal and was obviously 
tired at the end of a match which 
lasted almost three hours. 

As he also lost in the principal- 
ity, Cherkasov earned the un- 
usual distinction of being elimin- 
ated from two tournaments on 
the same day. 

Cherkasov had the oply break 
of the first set but Forget levelled 


by winning the second set tieb- 
reak 7-4. He broke the Soviet 
player for the only time at the. 
beginning of the decider and held 
on to take the match. 

In other games, top-seeded 
Monica Seles of Yugoslavia Fri- 
day led the easy advance of the 
top four seeds into the se mifin als 
of the $225,000 Largo Open 
women’s tennis tournament. 

Seles, who has won 13 consecu- 
tive matches, needed only 44 
minutes to beat - eighth-seeded 
American Susan Sfoane 6-2, 64). 

The Yugoslav teenager was 
joined in the round of four by 
second seed Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario of Spain, her third- 
seeded compatriot Conchita Mar- 
tinez and fourth seed Katerina 
Maleeva of Bulgaria. 

Sanchez Vicario beat sixth seed 
Helen Keiesi of Canada 6-3, 6-2, 
Martinez defeated American 
Cammy Macgregor 6-2, 6-3, and 
Maleeva advanced against 
seventh-seeded Sandra Ceccfaini 
of Italy 6-4, 6-2 in the other 
quarter-finals - 

“Now the tournament will be 
very good because the top four 
seeds are in the semifinals,” said 
Sanchez Vicario, ranked fifth in 
die world. “I like it when this 
happens because I like to play the 
top players.” 

Sanchez Vicario, the French 
Open champion, next plays 
Maleeva, with Seles facing de- 
fending champion Marti n ez. 

Soane did nto hold any of her 
seven service games against 
Seles, the world number thfee, 
who won the last 17 points of the 
match. The American was frus- 
trated by Seles’s ability to take 
the ball on the rise and rip service 
return winners. 

“Because she hits it so hard, 
sometimes you find yourself 
trying too much,” Sloane said. 
“Maybe I should have been more 
patient and waited another shot, 
before going for something. She’s 
just really tough to play. When 
she’s hitting straight out winners 
on my first serve, what can yon 
do?" 

Seles is liable to cany over 
some confidence into the semifin- 
als. In her only previous profes- 
sional match a gainst Martinez, 
sirs emerged with a 6-0, 6-1 vic- 
tory at the 1989 season-ending 
championships in New York. 

“We know each other pretty 
well becansewe played a lot in the 
juniors,” Seles said. “I know this 
is an important tournament for 
her because wfae won it last year. 
This is kind of where it all began 
for her. But if I continue to play 
pretty well, I have a lot of confi- 
dence.” 


Densimo 
predicts win 
in London 
Marathon 


LONDON (R) — Belayneh De- 
nsimo, who upstaged the London 
Marathon two years ago with a 
world best in Rotterdam on the 
same day, predicts he will win the 
10th running of the race here 
Sunday. 

The Ethiopian was cautious 
about the chances of improving 
his world mark of two hours six 
minutes 50 seconds in his London 
debut. 

But he was confident he would 
win the 42.195-kilometre race, 
the world’s largest mass- 
participation marathon with 
34,000 entrants this year. 

“I am not familiar with the 
course so we shall have to wait 
and see,” be said when asked 
about the possibility of a world 
best. 

“All I can say is that I am 
confident I can win. But one day I 
will improve the record.” 

De nsim o won Che 2986 Mos- 
cow Goodwill Games marathon 
.but was not selected for the 1987 
Rome World Championships and 
missed the chance of an Olympic 
title when Ethiopia boycotted the 
1988 Seoul games. 

He set his world mark in the 
1988 Rotterdam Marathon on the 
same day as the London event 
and won again in the Dutch sea- 
port last year. 

With Olympic champions 
Gdindo Bordin of Italy and Rosa 
Mota of Portugal opting to run in 
last Monday's Boston Marathon, 
the London field looks short of 
quality. 

Last year’s winner, the world 
and Commonwelath champion 
Douglas Wakuhuri, wBi not run 
Sunday because of a fingering 
hamstring strain and Denshno’s 
main opponent could be his com- 
patriot Dereje Nedi, runner-up in 
the 1989 World Cup. 


Australian 
downs Cash 

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
Alex Antomtsch of Austria cap- 
tured the Kal Cup Korean Open 
tennis singles championship 
Saturday by downing former 
Wimbledon champion Pat Cash 
of Australia 7-6 (7-2), 6-3. Anto- 
nitsch, who was the 27th. seed, 
took home $20,160 of the total 
$140,000 purse in the tournament 
that began Monday at Seoul’s 
Olympic tennis courts after two 
days of qualifying rounds. From 
the start of Saturday’s final 
match, Antomtsch, 24, kept Cash 
off balance by returning powerful 
services easily and drilling passing 
shots. Cash, who has been in a 
slump because of injuries, tried to 
rally with quick net plays. Cash, 
who registered (ate and was not 
given a seed ranking, showed 
increased fatigue and made un- 
forced mistakes after losing the 
first set 6-7; (2-7) in a tie-breaker. 
GOad Bloom of Israel and 1989 
Kal Cop winner Dan Goldie of 
die United States split $14,000. 
Bloom lost to Cash in the semifin- 
als Friday. Antomtsch, who nar- 
rowly beat the American semi- 
finalist 4-6, 6-3, 7-6 (7-0), attri- 
buted his victory to cheers of 
Korean Cans, hud recalled he was 
eliminated in the first round of 
the 1988 Olympic Tennis event in 
Seoul. In the tournament’s main 
round, 32 players competed, with 
fop-seeded Wally Masur of Au- 
stralia losing on the second day. 


Liverpool hammers 
stays on target for 



LONDON (R) — Steve Nfco! 
scored twice and new goalscoring 
sensation Ronny Rosenthal hit 
his fifth goal in four games in 
Liverpool's 4-1 hammering of 
Chelsea Saturday which brought 
the English soccer championship 
closer to Anfield. 

Aston Villa kept their faint title 
aspirations alive with a last-gasp 
1-0 win over relegated Millwall, 
but Liverpool remain two points 
dear with a game in hand. 

Liverpool need five points 
from their last three games, two 
of which are at home, to win an 
unprecedented 18th title, while 
Aston Villa’s triumph ensured 
they would at least finish nmners- 
up. 

Tottenham moved into third 
place and stretched their winning . 
sequence to six games with a 2-1 
home victory over Manchester 
United, winners of their last four 
■matches. 

Luton beat champions Arsenal 
24) at home to keep alive their 
hopes of staying in the first divi- 
sion. Sheffield Wednesday, fourth 
from bottom, lost 1-0 at Queen's 
Park Rangers and are three 


points ahead of Luton with two 
games remainine. 

Glasgow Rangers won the Scot- 
tish championship for the third 
time in four yearn under manager 
Graeme Souness with a 1-0 win at 
Dundee United. 

Striker Rosenthal, who hit a 
hat-trick 10 days ago in his first 
full appearance for Liverpool 
since joining them on loan from 
'Standard Liege of Belgium, 
opened the scoring in the 24th 
minute and set up the fourth for 
Ian Rush. 

Scottish international Nicoi 
gave Liverpool a 24) halftime 
lead and, unlike last week’s draw 
against Nottingham Forest, they 
did not let it slip. 

Nicoi added his second of the 
match and ninth of the season in 
the SOth minute and Rush com- 
pleted the home side’s scoring 
two minutes later. Kerry Dixon 
scored Chelsea’s consolation goal 
at the end. 

Villa’s title hopes were resur- 
rected by David Plan, who scored 
his first goal in nine games and his 
23rd of the season in the 80th 
minute. 


But with just two games re- 
maining — home to Norwich, 
away to’ Evcrfon — Villa still 
used Liverpool to lose twice to 
steal the crown. Liverpool have 
home games against Queen's 
Park Rangers and Derby and an 
away fixture at Coventry. 

Tottenham midfielder Paul 
Gascoigne inspired his side to 
their seventh win in eight games 
with a performance which will 
have enhanced his England 
claims in front of watching mana- 
ger Bobby Robson. 

Gascoigne put Tottenham in 
front after 21 minutes and Gary 
Lineker snatched his 26th goal of 
the season five minutes later. 
Manchester United’s improved 
second half performance received 
some reward through Steve 
Bruce's 6Sth minute penalty. 

Everton slipped to fourth 
place, beaten 1-0 at Manchester 
City by a 64th minute goa) from 
Niall Quinn. 

Goals from Iain Dowie and 
Kingsley Black earned Luton an 
unexpected win against Arsenal 
and threw the club a lifeline to 
first division survivial. 


IOC, East Europe 
discuss programmes 


LAUSANNE Switzerland (AP) 
— Five months after the Berlin 
Wall tummbled, Olympic officials 
tried Saturday to make sure that 
tiie sports empires of Eastern 
Europe don’t crumble as well. 

International Olympic Com- 
mittee (IOC) President Juan 
Antonio Samaranch i met with 
some 40 officials from seven East- 
ern European countries Satur- 
day. The meeting was held to find 
ways to financ e the gold medal- 
producing sports programme in 
the Warsaw Pact nations, now 
tfiar multimillion-dioUar state sub- 
sidies have been abolished. 

The changes in Eastern Europe 
since late last year were epito- 
mised by one of the meeting's 
participants. 

Ivan Slavkov, president of the 
Bulgarian Olympic Committee 
and and IOC member, was 
among -a five-member delegation 
from Sofia. Until eariier this 
month, Slavkov — son-in-law of 
ousted Bulgarian communist 
leader Todor Zhivkov — was 
imprisoned on charges of fraud 
and misappropriation of funds. 

Looking pale and thin, Slavkov 
appeared to be dose to team as 
he was embraced by IOC col- 
leagues in the lobby of the com- 
mittee's headquarters before the 
meeting started. 

Top-level sports and world- 
champion athletes were among 
the first targets of displeasure as 
old-line communist regimes were 
swept from power in Eastern 
Europe in the past few months. 

Samaranch has repeatedly said 
that the sports history of those 
countries would keep them near 
the top of the Olympic medals’ 
lists, even if the athletic 
academies and other elite training 
methods were cut off from gov- 
ernment funds. 

But Samaranch also wanted to 
maintain and build upon the 
sports systems that produced such 
Olympic champions as Katarina 
Witt, Kristin Otto and others. 

“We will have to convince 
..these people that they have to 
protea high-competition sport,” 
Samaranch said. “To build up to 
the level they have now has taken 


a long time and is very' difficult. 
To destroy it would be very 
easy.” 

Marketing and sponsorship 
were the main funding sources 
being discussed. But the IOC, 
with cash reserves reported to be 
about $75 million, said it could be 
involved in more direct subsidisa- 
tion if asked. 

“At the moment it is not a 
question of direa financing, it is a 
question of marketing,” said IOC 
spokeswoman Michele Verdi er. 
“But we have to listen to them. 
And if money is needed to help, 
we will help. First of all, we must 
know their needs, their real 
needs.” 

The money would come 
through Olympic solidarity, 
which funnels IOC funds to 
national Olympic committees. 
Traditionally, solidarity funds 
have been used to help pay for 
transportation and outfitting of 
Olympic teams and develop 
sports programmes in Third 
World countries. 

. After years of being deprived 
of travel, good housing and 
enough' food. East Europeans 
lashed out at Olympic champions 
who won such privileges because 
of their athletic ability — ability 
that for the most part was built in 
expensive government sports 
schools. 

East Europeans also have de- 
manded that money spent on 
sports go to facilities they all can 
use, big swimming pools, running 
trades, soccer fields and public 
basketball and tennis courts. 

Last week, the International 
Tennis Federation noted in its 
newsletter that the Czechoslovak 
Tennis Federation, which has 
produced some of the world’s fop 
players, was in “genuine fear that 
much of (its) state funding could 
disappear." 


Cayard wins 
yachting race 


ROVTNJ, Yugoslavia (R) — 
American skipper Paul Cayard 
won a $200,000 match race yach- 
ting contest Saturday after easily 
beating Briton Eddie Warden- 
Owen in the 11-metre dass event. 

Cayard, who sails with an Ita- 
lian licence after signing for a 
Venice syndicate in the next 
America's Cap, repeated his suc- 
cess of last year when he soundly 
defeated double match raring 
world champion Chris Dickson of 
New Zealand. 

Dickson missed this year’s race 
due to his America's Cup com- 
mitment to a Japanese syndicate, 
but Cayard still met some tough 
opposition in the round-robin 
event contested by 10 boats. 

He was beaten by France’s 
America’s Cap skipper Marc Pa- 
jot and Warden-Owen but still 
qualified for the semifinals. 

On the final day he showed 
superb skill and control in moder- 
ate winds off Rovinj and first beat 
compatriot Peter Isler, the navi- 
gator on Dennis Conner’s victo- 
rious Stars and Stripes America’s 
Cup boat, in three runs. 


I ■ 

'MANY VILLAS AND ^ 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani. Sweifieh. 
Abdoun and many other loca- 
tions. 

For more Information 
please call 
Abdoun Real Estate 
PREVIOUSLY 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 810609. 810605 


FOR SALE DUTY PAID 

Red Suzuki SJ410 soft-top, excellent condition, .lots of 
extras. Regularly serviced 65000 km. 

JD 5000 

Tel. 825049 


COMMUNIQUE 

Madame Kammermann et Monsieur Mille, D6l6gu6s au 
CSFE seront k Amman du 20 au 23 avril. 

Un bureau sera mis & leur disposition & I’Ambassade de 
France le dimanche 22 avril de 1 5 H30 a 1 7 H30 afin que 
les Frangais d£sireux de les rencontrer puissent le fairs. 
Une reception sera organis6e en leur honneur le mSme 
jour de 19 H £ 20 H30, k laquelle tous les Frangais sont 
convi£s. 


FOR SALE (DUTY UNPAID) 

1989 Peugeot 205 GTi 1 .9, right hand drive graphite grey, 
.leather trim, radfcVcassette, electric windows, sunroof, 

very low mileage. Price: £9,500 ' Contact Tell 

823100 X 212 
818598 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

For immediate appointment call immediately 817413/817426 if 
you are a talented. 

— Chemist interested in research & materials develop- 
ment specially paints & coatings. 

— Civil engineer. 


— Female office manager & executive secretary. 
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re-elected 


GDANSK, Poland (Ageisdes) — Lech Walesa, who 
guided the Solidarity movement from a strikebound 
shipyard to an East Bloc revolution, won re-election 
as onion chairman dosing Solidarity’s second 
Saturday, pretimmary results 


Walesa received more than 77 
per cent of the vote, according to 
unofficial returns from the onion 
election commission. 

Walesa paced a veteran activist 
and a little-known local strike 
leader as delegates selected a 
leader to shape the historic an- 
ion's role in post-Communist Po- 
land. 

Walesa himself proposed the 
candidacy of Andrzej Skrwik, a 
Lodz bos driver who b as often 
advocated a more militant course 
than the Solidarity leadership. 

The other candidate nominated 
as the congress started its third 
day was Tomasz Wojrik, a chem- 
ist active daring 1988 strikes in 
the Wroclaw region of southwest 
Poland. 

Walesa, who has led Solidarity 
since leaping a fence to take 
charge of a Gdansk shipyard 
strike in 1980, won an over- 
whelming vote of confidence 
Friday. 

Internal onion tensions, includ- 
ing charges that Walesa's 
methods are undennocratic, sur- 
faced during debates. But the for- 
mer electrician's masterful and 
charismatic leadership seemed to 
have reined in dissent, and none 
of Solidarity’s best-known activ- 
ists sought the post. 

Addressing delegates Satur- 
day, the candidates tackled a key 
question for Solidarity’s future — 
whether it should be simply a 
trade union, or continue to play a 


wider political role in the new 
Poland. 

Walesa called for Solidarity to 
be "more and more be directed 
onto union paths” bnt added that 
“at the same time it should allow 
our state and our homeland to 
reform.” 

Slowik, however, said dele- 
gates should “leave this congress 
convinced that we are die lead- 
ership of the trade union, not a 
social movement or political 
party.” 

Slowik, a known Solidarity fi- 
gure although not in Walesa's 
doscst circle, was a Communist 
Party member until he led muni- 
cipal transport strikes during Soli- 
darity’s first months in 1980. 

Like thousands from Solidar- 
ity, he was imprisoned after the 
martial-law crackdown in Decem- 
ber 1981. 

Only about 2.2 million of the 
10 million Solidarity members the 
union claimed in 1981 have 
joined the onion since it won 
back its legal status on April 17, 
1989, after a seven-year ban as a 
result of a historic agreement 
with Communist authorities. 

Earlier, the congress voted to 
admit as guests all members of 
the 1981 union leadership who 
were no longer delegates. 

The union is expected to clarify 
its attitude to the Solidarity- led 
government’s radical economic 
austerity plan that has already left 
more than 200,000 workers with- 



Lcrts Walesa 
out jobs. 

The independent movement is 
likely to try to define its political 
role in post-Communist Poland as 
well. 

Solidarity-backed candidates 
swept partially free elections to 
parliament nearly a year ago. 

Walesa later engineered dm 
coalition that installed Solidarity 
adviser Tadeusz Mazowiecki as 
the East Bloc’s first non-Com- 
munist head of gove rnm ent. 

Mazowiecki attended the open- 
ing session of the congress cm 
Thursday as a guest. 

During debate Friday, dele- 
gates rejected a notion to create 
the post of vice-chairman as in- 
consistent with union statutes. 

The vice-chairman would have 
been able to take over if the 
chairman assumed other duties 
such as president of the country. 

But the proposal could still be 
adopted if the delegates decided 
to change the statutes. 

Walesa told the union for the 
first time Saturday of his (dans to 
run for Poland’s presidency. 

Addressing the union's nation- 
al congress, he refused to rule out 
a bid for president in the next two 
years and joked about his plans to 
invite Solidarity members to the 
presidential palace in Warsaw. 


Chinese official seeks 
action against sabotage 


LONDON (R) — A senior offi- 
cial in Xinjiang has demanded 
action against “splittest and 
sabotage activities” after reports 
this month of ethnic violence in 
China’s sensitive northwest fron- 
tier region. 

The speech by Xinjiang Chair- 
man Tom or Dawamat, broadcast 
on Xinjiang television Thursday 
night and monitored by the Brit- 
ish Broadcasting Corporation, 
said outside forces should be pro- 
hibited from meddling in reli- 
gious problems in the area. 


been killed in dashes with secur- 
ity forces. 

Xinjiang, which borders Mon- 
golia. the Soviet Union, Afgha- 
nistan, Pakistan and India, is 
Clnna’s strategic gateway to the 
West. 

Foreigners are barred from the 
area where the unrest was said to 
have occurred and China’s offi- 
cial media have not reported any 
unrest 


He said taking advantage of 
religion to create disturbances 
and promote factionalism should 
be opposed. 

Dawamat’s speech did not re- 
fer directly to unrest reported 
earlier this month near the- 
antieut Silk Road city of Kashgar 
when about 50 people, mostly 
Muslims of the ethnic Kirghiz 
minority, were said to have 


Accounts about, the violence 
earlier this month have varied, 
with some saying it was over the 
introduction of new identity cards 
and others maintaining it centred 
on religious restrictions. 

On April 12, the Xinjiang daily 
said a school run by Muslim 
derics in Xinjiang and set up 
without permission had been 
dosed by authorities. 

Two other derics were stripped 
of their duties for “illegal reli- 
gious activities.” 


Street children to hold 
convention in Argentina 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — “No kid really loves the streets. But out 
there, there’s dings and friends... and you might find some of the 
warmth you couldn't get at home,” said Jorge Rodriguez, a 
typical South American street urchin. 

Rodriguez, 18, who ran away from his Buenos Aires home 
when he was eight, will be a leading figure at a week-long 
convention for street children from 17 Latin American countries 
due to start Monday in the Argentine capital. 

The delegates represent private groups that try to help the 
countless impoverished children of Latin America, where 2,000 
infants die every day of hunger, according to U.N. figures. 

About 130 teenagers will discuss their life-style and how their' 
aid groups work. They will also draw up a charter on the rights of 
streets kids. 

"The idea is to let the children themselves have a hand in 
shaping their future,” said Alberto Morlachetti, head of the 
Argentine Pelota de Trapo (Rag Ball) group, which helps poor 
children in the southern suburbs of Buenos Aires. 

Children in many countries have no alternative to begging or 
scraping a meagre existence from shoe-shining or selling sweets. 

Citing International Labour Organisation (ILO) figures, Mor- 
lachetti said children provide nearly a third of poor families’ 
income in the region. * 

“They’re not just kids, they’re brave survivors. They’ve gone 
hungry since the time they were in their mother's womb. They 
were isolated because they're poor and they've lacked justice 
because they’re minors and aren’t allowed to speak for them- 
selves," said Morlachetti. 

A Swedish aid organisation, Radda Bamea (Save our Chil- 
dren), which has backed some of the Latin American groups, is 
paying for most of the delegates' transport costs. 

Hie street kids’ organisations want to provide an option to the 
gangs many poor youths turn to who) they flee from broken 
homes, abusive parents or the burden of coping with adult-sized 
problems, delegates said. 

The Penman Street Kids’ Movement, Manthoc, was founded 
by Roman Catholic youths in 1978 and run by the children 
themselves for the past four years. 

“In Manthoc ! met other children with my same problems. I 
learned to appreciate my work and to teach others to organise 
themselves,” said Cecilia Ramirez, a leader of the movement, 
who started selling herbal tea in a Lima shantytown at the age of 
six. 

Some groups provide homes for street kids. Others can only 
afford day centres while others have job-training programmes 
where children learn skills to help them make a living. 

Mop-haired Rodriguez, who lived three years in a Pelota de 
Trapo’s home, said street children faced other problems when 
trying to stay on the straight and narrow. 

»If you lack good references or proper identification papers, 
there’s no way you'll get a job. So most kids figure it's easier to 
beg, or steal if you’re strong enough,” he said. 


Opposition 
steps up 
anti-Roh 
campaign 


SEOUL (AP) — Opposition 
leader Kim Dae-Jung urged Pres- 
ident Roh Tae-Woo Saturday to 
disband his governing party or 
face a national vote of confi- 
dence. 

Daring a street rally in the 
central provincial city of Taejon, 
Kim drew wild cheers from tens 
of thousands of supporters when 
be accused Roh of backpedating 


from his promised reforms. 

Kim demanded Roh im- 
mediately dismantle the current 
giant mUng party formed in Janu- 
ary through a merger of Roh’s 
gov ernin g party and two opposi- 
tion groups. 

“The three-party merger 
proved to be a complete failure, 
with President Roh's popularity 
rapidly waning,” Kim said. He 
demanded Roh act to avert a 


national crisis «*gmmmg from his 
misrule, release political prison- 
ers and step up democratic re- 
forms. 


Otherwise, Kim said, a re- 
ferendum must be held this fall to 
determine if the people support 
Roh’s regime. Kim also said Roh 
should resign if be is defeated. 

Kim’s aides said about 100,000 
supporters attended the peaceful 
rally. Police put the Dumber at 
20 , 000 . 

In Kim’s southern hometown 
of Kwangju, police fired tear gas 
to disperse about 300 students 
trying to attack a ruling party 
office with firebombs and rocks. 
No damage or injuries were re- 
ported. 

Yonhap, the South Korean 
News Agency, said the students 
in Kwangju shouted “let’s expefl 
U.S. imperialists” and “punish 
Roh Tae-Woo.” 

In Seoul, about 2,000 dissi- 
dents and radical students 
gathered at Yorisei University to 
launch an anti-Roh ™» p »ip> 


Romania’s 
Hungarians 
hold poll 
talks amid 
tension 


ORADEA, Romania (R) ‘ — 
Romanian police patrolled the 
Transylvanian town of Oraika 
Saturday as an opposition party 
promoting the rights of the 
Hungarian minority opened an 
electoral meeting ami d ethnic 
tension. 

More than 300 delegates 
gathered for the two-day congress 
of the Hungarian D em oc ra tic 
Union of Romania (HDUR) to 
elect party leaders for the May 20 
elections, Romania’s first free 
vote in half a century. 

The elections were made possi- 
ble after Stalinist dictator Nicolae 
Ceansesca was toppled and ex- 
ecuted during an u p risi n g lest 
December. 

The northwest region of Trans- 
ylvania, which borders Hungary, 
is home to most of Romania’s 23 
million Hungarians, one of the 
largest ethnic minorities in 
Europe. 

Four people died in fierce 
ethnic dashes last month after 
Romanians attacked an HDUR 
office in a backlash protest 
against Hungarian Haim* for 
greater linguistic and cultural 
rights, which were severely 
curbed under Ceansesca. 


Despite fears of renewed un- 
rest, Oradea, a picturesque fron- 
tier town of 200,000 people — a 
third of them Hungarians — was 
quiet as the confe re n ce began. 

But large numbers of police 
were patrolling the sunny streets 
of the dty, which is penfied on 
the banks of the River Cris on the 
edge of the Panonian Plain. 

HDUR Chairman Geza 
Domokos, opening the meeting 
under the slogans “a borne in our 
homeland” and “the future lies in 
unity”, thanked “the people out- 
side on tire streets who are taking 
care of our s ec uri ty.” 

The HDUR claims 650,000 
.members* and tire congres s is 
attended by prominent Roma- 
nian Hungarians, inducting Pas- 
tor Lazslo Tokcs, whose persecu- 
tion by the secret police sparked 
protests which led to the Decem- 
ber uprising. 

Karel Kiraly, an ethnic Hunga- 
rian serving as vice-president of 
Romania’s provisional parlia-. 
ment and a member of the pre- 
sent HDUR leadership, was also 
expected to speak. 

Kiraly is cangfat up in tension 
between Hungary and Romania, 
which accused Budapest Friday 
of having a high-level informer 
inside the Romanian govern- 
ment. 

The unnamed informer passed 
on information about the alleged 
tapping of phones belonging to 
members of the Hungarian 
minority, a Romanian official 
said. 


Pope arrives in Czechoslovakia 


PRAGUE, Czechoslovakia (AP) 
— Pope John Paul II arrived 
Saturday in Czechoslovakia to 
pay tribute to a country and a 
church emerging from what be 
called tire “tragic utopia" of four 
decades of Communist role. 

The Pontiff lapsed 90-year-okJ 
Cardinal Frantisek Tomasek and 
clasped hands witjh dssident- 
tnraed-President Vaclav Havel as 


be arrived at Prague’s Rnzyne 
Airport, which was packed with 
well-wishers, 

Tomasek spent four years in 
tire 1950s doing farced labour for 
his defence of the church. When 
the aged cardinal tried to kiss the 
Pope's ring, John Paul stopped 
him, and Http instead. 

Making his first v&t to a War- 
saw Pact country except for his 
native Poland, Pope John Paul 
was expected to draw millions of 


pilgrims daring tire two-day tour. 

“I daresay ...lam participating 
in a miracle,” Havel said in wel- 
coming remarks. “A man who six 

months ago was a prisoner and an 

enemy of his own state is welcom- 
ing die first Pope ever to visit 

“The messenger of hove comes 
into a country devastated by the 
ideology of hatred. The frying^ 
symbol of civilisation comes into' 
a country devastated by the rule 
of tire unrivifised. For long de- 
cades the spirit has been chased 
out of our homeland. I have the 
honour to be a witness to the 
moment when the soil is being 
kissed by tire apostle of spir- 
ituality.” 

The Polish-born Pope, speak- 
ing alternately in Czech and Slo- 
vak, stressed that he had come to 
strengthen the faithful emerging 
from the Communist epoch. 


The Communist authorities 
had sought for decades to repress 
nefigtou, tire Pope sod. But their 
rule revealed itself as “a tragic 
utopia, because ce rtain esse ntia l 
dhacarions of the human person 
were disregarded and denied,” be 
said. 

The Pope was beading Sunday 
to Vdehrad, a pilgrimage site, 
before winding op the visit in 
Bratislava, the Slovak capital. 

Until Crecfaostovakia’s Com - 
mmrist government fell, a papal 
trip was imposable. John Paul 
had hoped to visit the country for 
a major religious celebration in 
1985 but was refused permission. 

The unusually short and hastily 
arranged visit will fulfill a request 
by Havel, a playwright who bat- 
tled fin- civil rights and was jaQed 
by the previous hard-line Com- 
Kunmst re gim e- 


Greek parliament sworn in 


ATHENS, Greece (AP) — De- 
puties elected in national elec- 
tions earlier this month were 
swom-in Saturday as conserva- 
tive Premier Constantine Mrtso- 
taJris prepared to seek a vote of 
confidence from parliament. 

MitsotaJos’ New Democracy 
Party won 150 of tire 300-seats in 
the unicameral parliament, one 
short of tiie necessary majority 
needed to govern. But he man - 
aged to obfoin the support of the 
rare victorious deputy from the 
rightwing Democratic Renewal 
Group for die one-seat majority. 

The April 8 elections gave Mit- 
sotalds his long sought after vic- 
tory in his fourth attempt He led 


tiie conservatives in elections in 
June 1985 and in the inconclusive 
June and November vote of last 
year. 

The 72-year-old Mitsotakis is 
scheduled to present his adminis- 
tration’s domestic and foreign 
policy programme to pariument 
for three days of debate starting 
Tuesday. The discussion muds 
midnight Thursday followed by 
the vote of confidence. 

Shortly after the vote in parlia- 
ment, Mitsotakis leaves for Dub- 
lin to attend a two-day European 
Co mm unity summit meeting. He 
returns on April 29 to tackle a 
$ 15-billion domestic deficit, a 
522 -billion external debt and in- 


flation running at 18 per cent. 

The new parliament which has 
a fonr-year-mandate, meets Sun- 
day to elect a house speaker. 
Athanasios Tsaldaris, a New 
Democracy deputy, was favoured 
to win over three other candi- 
dates for the prestigious post. 

In addition to die conservatives 
and the fame Democratic Renew- 
al Deputy, the chamber indudes 
123 members of the Panheflenk 
Socialist Movement, 19 from the 
Communist-led Coalition of the 
Left and Progress, four indepen- 
dents, two members of the 
Greek-Muslim community in 
northeastern Greece and one en- 
vironmentalist. 


Genetic link found in AIDS effects 


PITTSBURGH (AP) — Resear- 
chers say they have isolated a 
genetic factor that might explain 
why some people become sick 
soon after co ntr ac ti ng the AIDS 
virus and othes stave off serious 
illness for years. 

In a study of 5,000 infected 
men from tiie U.S. cities of Balti- 
more, Chicago, Los Angeles, and 
Pittsburgh, those with a particu- 
lar genetic pattern tended to de- 
cline more rapidly after exposure 
to the human immunodeficiency 
virus (HIV) than those without 
the combination. 

“The key finding is that there 
may be genetic differences that 
yon inherit that once you’re in- 
fected urath HIV, it increases your 
vulnerability to develop severe 
diseases," Dr. Charles Rinaldo 
Jr., an assistant professor of 
pathology at the University of 
Pittsburgh, said Friday. 

The results eventually could 
help doctors determine what 
medkme, if any, should be given 
to people who test positive for 
HIV. 


But Dr. Jeffrey Laurence, a 
researcher at the Cornell Medical 
Centre at New York Hospital, 
noted that links between HIV 
exposure and genetics have been 


examined previously, only to 
have their medical applications 
questioned. 

“People for years have been 
trying to find an association... 
and with so many conflicting re- 
sults,” Laurence said. ‘Tve heard 
of these associations before, but 
they were never strong enough to 
help yon clinically. 

Most researchers believe 
everyone who contracts HIV 
eventually gets AIDS, or ac- 
quired immune deficiency syn- 
drome, a disease that robs pa- 
tients of tiie ability to fight dis- 
ease. 

But researchers also have long 
suspected that “co-factors" out- 
side of HTV expos u re help deter- 
mine the course of the disease. 
Genetics and viruses are the main 
suspects. 

“It has been a point of con- 
siderable interest because the 
effects of AIDS differ so widely,” 
said Dr. June Osborn of the 
National Commission on AIDS. 

“HIV is a necessary agent, but 
it may not be a sufficient cause to 
develop the full-blown efisease,” 
Rinaldo said. “Those individuals 
with these co-factors may get the 
disease more readily.” 

From their original pool of 
5,000 *men, researchers from the 


University of Pittsburgh and the 
National Institute of Allergy and 
Infections Diseases chose 108 
white men who were HlV-poa- 
tive, had high levels of T4 cells 
and were free of AIDS symp- 
toms. 

T4 cells, tiie main targets of the 
HIV, generate a human's im- 
mune response. As time pas- 
sed, the researchers again split 
the pool, gr o up in g tiie 49 with 
rapid i mmun e system decline and 
the 59 who remained in relatively 
good health. 

In the 49 whose health had 
declined, 20 per cent had a com- 
bination of four particular anti- 
gens, which provoke an immune 
system response. 

“There was a riffwffeam differ- 
ence comp a red with those whose 
•immnne status had remained 
stable,” Rinaldo said. 

Isolating the genetic similarity 
.in only 20 per cent of the AIDS 
victims of that group probably 
indicates other co-factors are in- 
volved , Rinaldo said. 

Some researchers, however, 
remained scepticaL “It’s just 
another little piece of a very 
complex story,” said Cornell’s 
Laurence. “Can you ever predict 
who’s going to go on and develop 
a disease that’s gong to be fatal?” 


Tito’s son takes up struggling cause of C ommunis ts 


ZAGREB, Yugoslavia (R) — A 
son of Yugoslav strongman Josip 
Broz Tito has stepped into poli- 
tics to defend the struggling Com- 
munist cause of his late father. 

Aleksandar Misa Broz, 48, is 
running for a seat in the first free 
elections in the Republic of 
Croatia Sunday from which the 
Communists could emerge as the 
big losers. 

Broz, an oil executive, wants to 
give a helping hand to his father’s 
embattled party whose authority 
has been eroded by a split over 
reform, growing nationalism and 
a grave economic crisis. 

“After being a member of the 
Communist Party for 30 years, I 
feel a certain obligation to help it 
overcome the crisis at .tHis critical 
moment,” Broz said. 

The Communists are running 
against the centre-right, nine-par- 
ty coalition of People's Aoooid 
and the nationalist Croatian 
Democratic Union. 

All the parties want more inde- 
pendence fer Yqgmhvia’s 


re- 


publics and provinces and some 
favour secession for Croatia. 

Broz, the younger of Tito's two 
sons, is running in a constituency 
ca the northern Adriatic island of 
Losinj. 

He feels the Communists can 
buck the tread set in most other 
Eastern European countries by 
triumphing Sunday — and be is 
unimpressed by the chums of the 

opposition. 

“Otherwise I wouldn't run. 
Opposition parties offer no real 
programmes. We (the Commun- 
ists) have made mistakes, but we 
now know how to correct them, 
and we will do so,” Broz told 
Reuters. 

He opposes the idea of seces- 
sion for Croatia, the country’s 
second biggest republic and one 
of its most westernised regions. 

“We can afford not to talk to 
each other in the party, but not in 
the country. It is not the same 
tiring,” he said. 

Broz, a suave executive for 
Yugoslavia’s biggest oil con- 


glomerate who shares Tito's taste 
for Havana dgars, says his father 
should be seen as a product of his 
tune. 

Hto ruled Yugoslavia with an 
iron grip from 1945 to 1980 after 
leading the wartime anti-fascist 
resista nc e and he was lionised In 
his lifetime. 

But his foreign and internal 
policies have been sharply criti- 
cised since be died on May 4, 
1980. 

Some Yugoslavs blame him for 
the country’s current ilk. News- 
papers have recently accused him 
of ordering the brutal treatment 
of pro-Soviet Communists in con- 
centration camps after the Soviet 
Union and Yugoslavia split in 
1948. 

Broz said Tito would not 
understand today’s Yugoslavia 
which is moving over to a multi- 
party democracy. 

“After aD he was a product of a 
Bolshevik system and not an 
advocate of a true democracy,” 
he said. 


But he denied his father should 
be Mamed for creating a political 
system in which top posts are 
regularly rotated preventing indi- 
vidnak establishing power bases. 

“I do not mean to say that Hto 
was a faultless man — on the 
contrary. But Tm neither for the 
glorification nor the negation of 
the personality at all costs,” he 
said. 

The time when one man could 
impose his will on all others had 
gene forever, be said. 

“I can’t do that even with my 
own two children. True, my son is 
pasting Communist election post- 
ms all over Zagreb but not be- 
cause he’s a genuine activist, bat 
because he's getting paid for it,” 
be said. 

Broz said be had no immediate 
plans to amke a full-time political 
c ar ee r . 

“At least for the time being I 
am doing it just on a voluntary 
baas. Tve been working in the 
economy-all my life and want to 
stay there.” 


Computer finds Shakespeare’s works were all his own 


LOS ANGELES (R) — A com- 
puter that was fed more than 
three million words by William 
Shakespeare and other Eli- 
zabethan authors has shown the 
bard alone wrote his works, a 
California University professor 
said Friday. 

In addition the computer may 
have found eight poems previous- 
ly unattributed to Shakespeare 
that were penned by the great 
English playwright and poet 

“We are on the verge of a 
tremendous find — the possibility 
of confirming eight new short 
Shakespeare poems,” Professor 
Ward Elliott told Reuters in an 
interview. 

He said the computer, at 
Claremont McKenna College just 
outride Los Angeles, had been 
fed until the largest collection of 
Elizabethan and Jacobean texts 
ever put into a computer. 


“We’ve got the King James 
Bible, every poem written by 
Shakespeare and material from 
30 or so claimants (to 
Shakespeare’s works),” Elliott 
said. 


_ The computer progr amm e, de- 
vised by Rob Vaienza, professor 
of computer sciences at 
Claremont McKenna, runs a bat- 
tery of (right tests on every word. 
The main test, known as modal 
analysis or tiie Vaienza test, 
looks for interrelationships be- 
tween words. 

“Using this test alone Professor 
Vaienza discovered tremendous 
consistency within Shakespeare, 
and tremendous powers of discri- 
mination between Shakespeare 
and others,” Elliott said, adding 
it had been powerful enough to 
e liminat e all but two or three of 
die claimants. 


Those authors who did pas the 
Vaienza test were subjected to 
seven more tests looking for word 
frequency, words used to begin 
lines, metrical ways of ending 
tines, whether the line was punc- 
tuated at the end, relative 
clauses, compound words, 
hyphenated compound words, 
and frequency of exclamation 
marks. 

These were then compared to 
Shakespeare’s characteristics. 

The top claimants tested were 
the Earl of Oxford, Francis 
.Bacon, Christopher Marlowe, Sir 
Edward Dyer, Queen Ehzabetfa 
and Sir Walter Raleigh- 
llie results so far, Elliott said, 
point against the danns'of almost 
all of tiie major claimants. 

“Bacon, Oxford and Martone 
come out in Tindndctn...Queeii 
■Ehzabetfa flunks five or six of the 
secondary tests, so she's out, no 


matter how attractive a claimant 
she might have been, but Raleigh 
mdy fails two tests, so there’s 
more work to be done on him, ” 
Elliott said. 

“There’s also a non claimant, 
Fulke Grevifle, who came out 
very dose to Shakespeare on the 
Vaienza test, so we’ve got to nm 
him through some of the other 
tests,” he added. 

The computer also poured cold 
water on three recent darned 
discoveries of Shakespearean 
poems — “Shall E die," disco- 
vered in 1985 by Gary Taylor, 
editor of the Oxford Shakespeare 
Series; “As tins is Endless,” disc- 
overed by Shakespearean scholar 
David Levy in 1988, and “Elegy, 
by W.S.,” heavily promoted last 
year as one of Shakespeare's 
wort: by Donald Foster of Vassar 
College. 

The most exritisg find, he said. 


came when the computer was fed 
the Passionate Pilgrims, a collec- 
tion of 20 poems which first 
appeared in XS99. 

Although the collection bears 
the signature “W. Shakespeare,” 
rally five of the poems are attri- 
buted to him in the book, and 
four are attributed to other poets. 
The other 11 are imascribed and 
most experts are. doubtful they 
were written by the bard. 

The first three imascribed 
poems fed into the computer 
“Came ran in Timbuktu”, Elliott 
said. “Then .we ran the other 
eight ... and they were beautifully 
Shakespearean ... it’s a potential 
Shakespeare find if it's confirmed 
by tiie other teste,” he added. 

Elliott said be was not dahnmg 
the results were conclusive, but 
hoped the work at Claremont 
McKenna vrouH. inspire interest 
by scholars in the field. 



New York becomes 
U.S. robbery capital 


NEW YORK (AP) — New York 
City has become the robbefy 
capftakrf the United States, far 
outdistancing Detroit, which pre- 
viously led the nation, according 
to FBI figures compiled by the 
police deparment- New York’s 
rate of robberies in 1989 was 
1,271 for every 100,000 in popula- 
tion, police said Friday. Detroit’s 
figure was 1,095 and Washington, 
D.C., came in third with 1.055. 
The total number of robberies in 
New York last year amounted to 
93,377, or one every six minutes, 
an increase of nearly 8 per cent 
over the previous year. Not surpri- 
singly, the number of people who 
want guns, bulletproof vests and 
bodyguards also increased, offi- 
cials said. Rounding out the top 
10 U.S. dries in per-capita rob- 
beries were Baltimore, 1,043; 
New Orleans, 1,013; Boston 
1,011; Dallas, 928; Los Angeles. 
913; Cleveland, 743, and San 
Francisco, 664. To compile the 
rankings, the poli —♦ mem 
used preliminary uau.. .rime 
figures for 1989 released by tire 
FBI three weeks ago. The FBI's 
final, official figures are doe in 
August In other major crime 
categories, Washington was first 
in murder, and New York, after 
the greatest number of slaying in 
its history, was ninth on a per 
capita baas, police said. 
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Robots to pump 
cars in Sweden 


STOCKHOLM, Sweden (AP) — 

A Swedish gas station chain is 
in tor during a robot pump that 
fills the tank while the driver sits 
in the car, a company official said % 
Friday. The robot’s moveable* 
arm is guided to the fuel tank by a 
radar signal that reacts to a reflec- 
tor on the task’s cap, said Per 
Soderberg of tiie OK Gas Com- 
pany. It is activated by a plastic 
credit card. “It only takes 90 
seconds to fin up SO litres, com- 
pared with about three and a half 
ni inu to c when die driver has to get 
out of the car, open tiie tank, fi& 
up, mid return to the driver’s 
seat,” he said. 


School invites back 
boy with AIDS 


CHICAGO (R) — A 5-year-oM 
boy banned from Sunday school 
because he bad AIDS was invited 
back by the church pastor follow- 
ing a wave of- public indignation 
and pressure. Dr. Erwin Lutzer, 
pastor of the Moody Church that 
operates die school, told repor- 
ters at a hastily called news con- 
ferace that parents of other chil- 
dren who had raised objections to 
the boy coukl deckle whether to 
withhold their own children. He 
said the boy was kept out of at 
least one Sunday school session 
to appease those parents who 
worried about their children shar- 
ing toys and playing with the 
AIDS-Infected boy. 


Table fountain 
fetches $l.98m 


NEW YORK (AP) — A 17th 
century Sicilian table fountau 
was sold for S1.98 million, u 
auction record for a piece o 
stiver, Christie's auction galler 
said. The decorative centerpiece 
crafted in 1670 by Giuseppr 
rf Angelo of Messina, was bough 
by a London silver dealer identi 
fied as Armitage, said Dora 
Aduneos, a spokeswoman for the 
auction house. The seder’s identi 
ty was withheld, she said. Hx 
56-centimetre high, two-tierec 
centerpiece supported by fouj 
horses is based on Giovanni Moo 
totals OS’s Marble Fountain rt 
R was auctioned fta 
$1,500 in 1947 from , the ««*«*»» oj 

J.P. Morgan. The previous auc 
boo record for a piece of alvei 
was believed to be a pair d 
candelabra that sold for $1.5 mil- 
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Hon in 1989 at Sothcbps, 
spokeswoman said. 


Kennedy's fight 
historical status 
for estate 
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PALM BEACH, Florid; 
The riant of the Kent] 
has run up against cons 
iris seeking to make tin 

waterfront estate, whi 

served as a winter Whit 
a historical Landmark. 1 
oedys have hired a local 
to fight efforts to grw 
™™wk to the $3 mi] 
Guer ida” compound 
Prcsidem John F. Kcon 
cabinet meetings and 
touch football with fan* 
**** te the beach t hree 
■ago. But James Sulliva 
“an of the Palm 

mark* Commission, 
tore wffl be no winaej 
over the seaside i 




i 1 a 
* 


t. 

o: 




* 1- : 
. . :•*. 

t. •. 





